funding freeze 


European disability groups fear the future after European Union (EU) funding 


was cut following a court action by Britain and two other member states. 


The European Commission 
froze around 1 billion ECU of 
social funding — some of which 
goes on disability — after it lost 
the European Court of Justice 
case in June. 

The court agreed with 
Britain, Germany and 
Denmark that the Commission 
had no legal backing to distrib- 
ite “significant” funds, as they 
had not been given a legal base 
by the Council of Ministers. 

The Commission has now 
frozen all these funds until it 
decides what is “significant”. 

Kate Seymour, European 
campaigns officer at the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind 


(RNIB), said she feared the cuts 
could have a severe effect on 
many organisations which had 
only just submitted proposals 
for new funding. 

But there was some disagree- 
ment about how long-term the 
crisis is going to be. Both 
Nicola Bedlington, the 
European Disability Forum’s 
director, and Richard Howitt 
MEP, vice-chairman of the All 
Party Disability Group at the 
European Parliament, said they 
hoped the impact of the cuts 
would be so unacceptable that 
European ministers would 
work out a solution shortly 
after the Cardiff-summit. 
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“Disability does not have a 
proper legal basis in the EU at 
the moment,” said Howitt. “I 
hope after this ministers will be 
forced to put one forward.” 

But Bert Massie, director of 
the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation, 
was less optimistic about the 
likelihood of changes being 
made at the summit. 

“The agenda for these confer- 
ences is set months in 
advance,” he said. “It is always 
difficult when you have these 
last-minute interventions. And 
there are some countries in the 
EU who do not think it should 
be involved in disability policy.” 


The award 
winning 


newspaper 


for everyone 


with an interest 


in disability 


Sheer magnetism: Geoffrey McGonigle, 53 (centre) celebrates being 
the first disabled person to reach the Magnetic North Pole on 6 
June. With him on Ability Challenge were (from /eft) Bruce Morrett, 
carer Keith Wootton, David Hempleman-Adams and Rikki Hunt. 


Competition hots up 


Prizes are building up for the 
winners of DN’s Freedom in 
Focus national photography 
competition. 

Winners in each category, 16 
and over, and under-16, will 
be able to take a weekend 
break with a partner/friend in 
London’s Copthorne Tara 
hotel, famous for its modern, 
accessible facilities. 

Using their other prize, a 
Canon camera, they should 
get some memorable pictures. 

Three runners-up in each 
category will have a Fujicolor 
disposable camera and film. 

The competition, supported 
by the Disabled Photogra- 
phers’ Society, is open to dis- 
abled amateur photographers 
(taking the photo themselves 
or directing a helper). The 
theme is independence. 

“The aim is to find powerful 
images that celebrate a per- 
son’s independence — or what 
would make them feel inde- 


The Copthorne Tara Hotel, strategically based in Kensington 


pendent — and to highlight the 
talent of disabled photogra- 
phers,” said DN editor, Mary 
Wilkinson, one of the judges. 
The other judges are all out- 
standing photographers, and 
two have a disability. They are 
Edwin Appleton, an honorary 
fellow of the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society and secretary 


of the Disabled Photogra- 
phers’ Society, RNID chief 
executive James Strachan and 
DN’s regular photographer 
Graham Bool. 

Competitors are asked to 
take their photos on Saturday, 
4 July, America’s Independ- 
ence Day. 

Competition rules, page 5. 
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Women 
missing 
smears 


Only eight per cent of women 
with learning disabilities are 
| being screened for cervical can- 
cer, compared with 85 per cent 
_ of woman overall. 

This is just one of a range of 
shocking statistics in a report 
brought out by mental health 
charity Mencap as DN was 
going to press. 

Roslyn Band, author of NHS 
— Health for All, and a 
Mencap policy officer, said: “It 
is often wrongly assumed that 
women with a learning disabil- 
ity have never been sexually 
active. GP practices are also 
unlikely to take into account 
the fact that someone may not 
be able to read when they send 
out an invitation to attend for 
a smear.” 

The report calls for hospital 
health improvement pro- 
grammes to include the needs 
of people with learning disabil- 
ities, and for hospitals to sym- 
pathise with carers, but not 
depend on them. It also calls 
for a “clear legal framework 
for consent to treatment”. 


The report is available from 
tel: 0171 696 5593. Price £10. 
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Kitchen for 
Foundation 


A larder and fridge with pull- 
out interiors are just two fea- 
tures of a kitchen designed for 
wheelchair users. 

The kitchen is the brain-child 
of Richard Smithies and wheel- 
chair user Adam Thomas, of 
Design Matters. It includes sur- 
faces which can be raised and 
lowered remotely and is on 
show at the Disabled Living 
Foundation, tel: 0171-289 6111. 
¢ Owing to technical difficul- 
ties, DN could not interview 
actor Christopher Reeve this 
month. We hope to do so in a 
later issue. 


Fund too quiet 


The Government should treble 
funding for its Access to Work 
job assistance scheme, say cam- 
paigners, after a report found it 
helped disabled people get and 
keep jobs but lacked publicity. 

Three quarters of them had 
not heard of the scheme before 
they applied, while one in six 
employers said they would not 
have kept a disabled worker 
without its help. 

The report, written for the 
Employment Service (ES) by 
the Institute for Employment 
Studies (IES), also found that 


“PERHAPS YOU SHOULD 
TRY ACCESS TO WORK?” 


many employers would be will- 
ing to share more of the cost. 


But Gordon Dryden, assistant 
director for post-16 policy at 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind, which opposes such 
an idea, said poor publicity 
was down to low funds. “The 
budget needs to be two or three 
times its present level,” he said. 

Another report from the same 
institute claims only 1,700 peo- 
ple will start on the ES’s Job 
Introduction Scheme this year 
because the £45 subsidy it 
offers to employers has been 
revised only once since the 
scheme started in 1977. 


Access due in 1999 | Link set to finish 


Restaurants will not be allowed 
to refuse entry to guide dogs 
and inaccessible hairdressers 
might have to offer home visits 
when new rules come into 
effect next year. 

The rules are in Part III of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), for which the 
Government announced a 
timetable in June. 

The rules will be introduced 
in two stages. The first stage, 
due in October 1999, will 
require reasonable changes to 
policies and practices, or the 
provision of auxilliary aids or 
services by alternative methods. 

The second phase due in 2004, 
will require service providers to 
remove physical barriers. 

There had been growing con- 
cern among disability organisa- 


s ® 
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Cars & People-carriers 


The first name in truly accessible vehicles 
Only from the manufacturer Gowrings Mobility 


No-one will look after you better than we can, 
with unbeatable prices, 3 year warranty, easy payments 
and low, low fully comprehensive insurance. 


Ring Sue or Jerry NOW on 


Freephone 0800 220878 


for up to date info on new & secondhand Chairman cars 
Gowrings Mobility, 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 5RU. 01635-529500 


tions that the timetable was 
being held up by Department 
of Health fears over the cost of 
the changes. 

Liberal Democrat disability 
spokesman Mark Oaten said: 
“T hope the Chancellor will not 
hold up progress and make 
available the resources so that 
the Government can be one of 
the first to comply.” 

A survey for the Institute of 
Directors in February found 
that firms did not know how 
they were going to comply with 
Part III. 

But Stephen Alambritis, head 
of parliamentary affairs at the 
Federation of Small Businesses, 
said: “2004 gives plenty of time. 
Businesses will only have them- 
selves to blame if they do not 
meet the deadline.” 


The longest running disability 
programme on TV looks set to 
end because its senior producer 
no longer wishes to make it. 

Link, which goes out nation- 
ally on the ITV Network, is 
produced by Carlton Television 
and Coffers Bare Productions, 
but is due to broadcast its 
1,001th and last episode on 20 
December 1998, series produc- 
er, Kevin Mulhern, told DN. 

“] think it was doing too 
much,” said Mulhern, who is 
disabled. “It was trying to be a 
TV programme, a training cen- 
tre for disabled people, and an 
information unit. I am also no 
longer convinced that specialist 
programmes are the best way 
forward.” 

Steve Anderson, controller of 
news, current affairs and reli- 


Mulhern: no fan of specialism 


gion at ITV met disability 
campaigners in June to discuss 
future disability coverage. He 
told DN there was no decision 
whether to continue with a 
specialist programme or have 
more mainstream coverage. 


AMAZING NEW REPORT EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report” 


You could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts 
and Wheelchairs with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide. 


Incredibly, prices vary sub- 
stantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end 
up paying £100’s more for 


exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from the Mobility Matters 
Network explains what to 
look out for and provides 
you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less like- 
ly to get caught out. It’s free 
and it’s invaluable. You’ll 
also receive our popular 
advisory booklet for scoot- 
ers and powerchairs which 
gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. 
Before you choose, read 
and learn. 


Call the 24 hour request line 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 
Mobility Matters, 


Dept DN7/98, Freepost NHO170, 


Kettering, NN14 6BR. 
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Action call on|A sporting chance 


badge scam 


The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association is pushing the 
Government to look again at 
closing a loophole in orange 


badge legislation. 


Bee UM....ER... YES OFFICER, 
THIS IS MY OWN ORANGE 
BADGE, BUT I'VE LOST MY 
PHOTOGRAPH, MY PARK- 
ING DISC AND...ER...MY 
WHEELCHAIR TOO!!! IT'S 
BEEN A BAD DAY 


Chief executive Douglas 
Campbell said he hoped a 
report, due to be submitted to 
Transport Minister Glenda 


Jackson this month by her own 
Disabled Person’s Transport 
Advisory Committee, would call 
for a review of orange badges. 

The DDA would then press 
for greater powers for police 
and traffic wardens to check 
that the photograph inside the 
orange badge matched either 
the driver or passenger. The 
DDA says many people park in 
a disabled parking place when 
no one in the car is disabled. 

A proposal to introduce such 
powers was included in a con- 
sultative review of road traffic 
law. published just before the 
election. Mr Campbell claims 
it has now been shelved. “Such 
powers would not catch the 
rogues but would be a disincen- 
tive to break the law,” he said. 

Mr Campbell also wants 
greater scrutiny of social ser- 
vices departments’ discre- 
tlonary powers to issue orange 
badges. He says he was told of 
one such department that gives 
badges to staff to prevent them 
getting parking fines. 


Sports Minister Tony Banks 
last month committed the 
Government to do all it could 
to make sport more accessible 
for children with disabilities, 
after a Scope survey showed 
their needs are often ignored. 

Speaking in London’s St James 
Park, after being presented with 
the survey by two keen sporting 
youngsters who had written 
to him outlining their experi- 
ences, Mr Banks said: “The 
Government is taking a close 
interest in sport for disabled chil- 
dren. We will do everything we 
can to improve opportunities 
and access.” 

A total of 47 per cent of the 205 
disabled children surveyed did 


not play sport in their spare 


time, although 13 per cent said 
they wanted to. But 71 per cent 
of the 270 non-disabled children 
played sport in their spare time, 
and only five per cent of those 
who did not said they wanted to. 


Banks: committed to sport for children with disabilities 


The report also highlighted 
cases such as that of a nine-year- 
old physically disabled girl who 
enjoyed swimming until her 
local pool moved the disabled 
session to a time too late for her. 


Fears over pensions shortfall 


Campaigners are calling on the 
Government to explain how it 
will fund pensions for disabled 
people "and ‘carers, atter"a 
report said that the gap 
between well-off and poor pen- 
sioners was set to rise. 

The state role of ensuring that 
those on low pay or who spend 
long periods out of work have a 


decent pension is inescapable, 
says the report, We All Need 
Pensions — The Prospects for 
Pensions Provision, which was 
published in June by the 
Pensions Provision Group. 
Social Security Secretary 
Harriet Harman, who commis- 
sioned the independent study, 
said it underlined the need for 


the Government’s proposed 
stakeholder pension, which 
would have low charges, 
impose no penalties for career 
breaks and be flexible. 

But Sally West, Age Concern 
policy officer, said: “The 
Government has not mentioned 
people not in the labour market 
because they are ill or disabled. 


run business. 


new models. 


e No VAT 


on request. 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

e Free 12 months insurance on 


¢ No driving license required. 
¢ Low deposit finance available 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 
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Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


e Will carry up to 32 stone. 
e Between 10-35 miles on one 


charge 


e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 
We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


-PowerchairS 


Est 1982 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


DisabilityNow July 1998 


Half of all carers have experi- 
enced physical injuriesbecause 
they do not have enough back 
up, a new report says. 

And almost 90 per cent get no 
advice from NHS staff about 
Jifting and handling, or other 
tips that would allow them to 
care more safely. 

The report Ignored and 
Invisible? Carers’ experience of 
the NHS, written for the 
Carers National Association 
(CNA), gives the views of 3,000 
carers. 70 per cent of them care 
for someone at home for more 
than 7 hours a day. 

Less than half are given infor- 
mation about the type of care a 
person they look after will 
need on discharge from hospi- 
tal, says the report. 

Only 14 per cent said their GP 
visited to see how they were 
getting on, yet the report points 
out that many are elderly and 
caring for an elderly partner. 

Jill Pitkeathley, chief executive 
of the Carers National Assoc- 
jation, said: “Carers are one of 
the health services’ most valu- 
able assets. Yet lack of recogni- 
tion by health professionals 
leads to inadequate hospital 
discharge arrangements and 
insufficient support services to 


Photography 
competition 
rules 


1. The competition is open to 
disabled people 16 and over, or 
under 16, resident in the UK. 

2. One entry per person, either 
print (max size 10inx8in) colour 
or black-and-white, or a trans- 
parency marked right side up. 
3. Photos should be taken on 
Saturday, 4 July. 

4. Send your entry marked 
Freedom in Focus, to Disabilility 
Now, 6 Market Road, London 
N7 9PW. Give your name, 
address, phone number, age 
and disablity. Please add writ- 
ten permission for your photo, 
should it be a winner, to be 
used free of charge for publicity 
purposes. Copyright will 
remain with the entrant. 

5. Send an SAE if you would 
like your entry returned. 

6. Entry deadline: 17 July 1998. 
Winners notified by 3 August. 
Presentation date to be finalised. 
7. The judges’ decision is final. 
8. The competition is not open 
to professional photographers 
or to DN employees/associates. 


Carers ignored 
by the NHS 


carers in the community.” 

The report was published 
during national carers’ week 
from 8 to 14 June. 

CNA and the Health 
Education Authority have also 
produced Promoting Physical 
Activity with Carers, a pack 
aimed to promote carers’ 
health among local carers’ 
groups, such as the benfits of 
half-an-hour’s exercise a day. 

Meanwhile a carers’ group in 
Stockton has complained to the 
Local Government Ombuds- 
man about the introduction of 
charges for services such as day 
centres by Stockton-on-Tees 
Borough Council. 

The council has admitted that 
275 people have cancelled ser- 
vices since the charges were 
introduced in April (DN May). 

Linda Roberts, chair of the 
Stockton Borough Learning 
Disabilities Interest Group, 
said: “The damage which this 
is causing to vulnerable people, 
including the mentally ill, phys- 
ically disabled, elderly people 
and and people with learning 
disabilities, is underlined by the 
council’s own figures.” 


Ignored and Invisible? Carers’ 
experience of the NHS, £10 
CNA, tel: 0171-490 8818 

Promoting Physical Activity with 
Carers, HEA tel: 0171-413 2637 
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Free rider: Harold Mountfield, from Moreton, Merseyside, won DN’s special offer FreeRider electric 


mee 


em in 


scooter. Celebrating with him is his son, ex-Everton player Derek Mountfield. Harold says the scooter 
will allow him to get to the sea front. But he won’t be visiting the club. He watches his football on TV. 


Minister backs inclusion 


Students in special schools with 
low levels of literacy could ben- 
efit for the first time this sum- 
mer from pilot projects the 
Government is funding to pro- 
mote literacy and inclusion. 
Announcing 15 
schools at the National Union 
of Teachers conference in June, 
schools Estelle 
Morris, said the Goverment 
would use the findings “to 
inform the development of 
future summer literacy schools”. 
A good example of what the 
Government wanted to see was 
the project at Chesnut Lodge 
School for disabled children in 
Cheshire, where pupils will join 
others from a mainstream pri- 


summer 


minister, 


HOLIDAYS AT THE BARN OR GATEWAY COTTAGE 


The Barn: Thoughtfully designed, fully accessible flexible 


ge 


accommodation for up to 9 guests. Full board, care staff available. 


Gateway Cottage: self-contained and offering self-catering 
accommodation for up to seven people. Fully accessible ground 
floor, living room, kitchen, large bathroom, one double and one 
single bedroom. Upstairs two twin rooms plus bathroom. All 
refurbished to a very high standard. 

Set within 350 acres of beautiful and natural landscape looking 
towards the shores of Poole Harbour, within easy reach of 
Wareham, Bournemouth and the Isle of Purbeck. 


For full details: 
Holton Lee (DN/JY) 


Freepost (BH1679), Poole, Dorset BH16 6JN 


Tel/Fax: (01202) 631063 
E-mail: holton@Ids.co.uk 


Website: http://www.lds.co.uk/holtonlee 


mary for intensive literacy ses- 
sions over the summer. 

Admitting that a major stum- 
bling block to an inclusive edu- 
cation system was lack of 
awareness training for student 
teachers, the 
announced that the Govern- 
ment will fund two research 
projects to see “what works as 
far as inclusion in concerned”. 

One, run by the University of 
Manchester, will look at the 
experience of 12 local educa- 
tion authorities. The other, run 
by the National Foundation for 
Educational Resarch, will look 
at how schools could make 
assessment criteria for statu- 
tory targets more inclusive. 


minister 


LIVERPOOL DAILY POST & ECHO 


Disability survey 

From the Edge, BBC 2’s. maga- 
zine programme made by the 
Disability Programmes Unit, is 
running a survey of disabled 
DN readers (see insert). They 
are asking what life is like for 
disabled adults in areas such as 
money, employment and family 
life. The results will be broad- 
cast in the new series, starting 
November, and reported in DN. 


Innovative schemes 
Organisations bidding for 
money for innovative schemes 
under the Government’s New 
Deal to help disabled people 
into work now have until 9 
October to get their entries in. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS ¢ HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired 
muscles 


Relieve pressure 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


ey CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


...the rest comes naturally 


high & low 
back pain 


hiatus hernia 


swollen legs/ 
oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send fora FREE [aie 
colour brochure - 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(Title) 


DN7/98 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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REMAP roadster: Kelly Cousins from Melksham, Wiltshire, who has autism and cannot speak, 


now goes cycling with her parents, thanks to the bike adaption. It is one of 3,000 products 
in the REMAP Yearbook 1998-9, now available from: REMAP, Hazeldene, Ightham, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TN15 9AD. £5.60 (including p & p) 


May in the frame |D LA tax 


Theresa May has taken over 
as Conservative disability 
spokesperson after Angela 
Browning quit to look after her 
son, who has autism. 

Mrs Browning, a former 
agriculture minister in the last 


May: taking over from 
Browning on disability issues 


THE ULTRA 


Government and later the 
Conservative frontbench 
spokesperson on both disability 
and education, had been tipped 
to take a shadow cabinet role 
in William Hague’s June 
reshuffle. 

But she left to look after her 
26-year-old son Robin, who has 
Asperger syndrome, a form of 
autism (see DN, March). 

Mrs May, whose mother had 
multiple sclerosis, gave up her 
role as co-chair of the All Party 
Disablement Group to take up 
her new post. 

She told DN: “My job will be 
to hold the Government to 
account over whether they are 
meeting the needs of people 
with disabilities and whether 
they are keeping their 
promises.” 


LIGHTWEIGHT 


TVS BRACE 


FOR 


ARTHRITIC 


KNEES 


TELESCOPIC VALGUS (KNOCK KNEE)/VARUS (BOW LEG) SUPPORT 


he primary function of the brace is to align or 

straighten the limb, which may have deformed to a 
bow or knock knee position, due to weakness of the 
joint. This is usually caused by an arthritic condition, 
resulting in pain or undue aching when standing or 
walking. The brace gives full freedom of leg movement 
and in many cases helps with hyperextention, where - 
the knee allows the leg to bend to the rear. 


Knock Knee (Valgus) After 


Knock Knee (Valgus) Before 


Knock Knee (Vaigus) Before 


Knock Knee (Valgus) After 
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Manufactured and Supplied by 


Party politics has split an influ- 
ential group of MPs who last 
month published a report 
attacking the system for dis- 
tributing Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA), and the 
Government’s drive against 
DLA fraud. 

As predicted by DN last 
month the House of Commons 
Social Security Committee’s 
report on DLA calls for an 
“urgent review on all aspects’ 
of the benefit”. 

It also says civil servants at the 
DSS made a “serious error of 
judgement” in deciding to 
launch the anti-fraud Benefits 
Integrity Project (BIP) during 
the 1997 general election cam- 
paign — when there was no 
minister to oversee what they 
were doing. 

On the thorny issue of 
whether DLA should be taxed, 
MPs on the committee were 
clearly divided. 

Atetheesreport’si<launch 
Conservative committee mem- 
bers Edward Leigh and Julie 
Kirkbride hit out at the Labour 
members for refusing to back 
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Walkabouts 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON 


Drug and alcohol abuse 
are twice as likely as schizo- 
phrenia to cause violent crimes, 
Australian research has 
found. ; 

And the study discovered that 
when mentally ill people did 
commit crimes, these were 
more often linked to substance 
abuse than to their mental 
health problem. 

The paper, published in the 
British Journal of Psychiatry in 
June, looked into 2,153 convic- 
tions for violence, and found 


their motion that DLA should 
never be taxed. “The Labour 
members seem to want DLA to 


Crombie: BIP suicide link 


be taxed,” said Ms Kirkbride. 

“The Government would then 
be committed to an underhand 
redistribution of wealth by tax- 
ing benefits.” 

However, Labour member 
Patricia Hewitt said her side 
had wanted to leave the matter 
open because ministers were 
still reviewing the issue. 

In the end the report recom- 
mends that taxation should 
only be considered “in the con- 


by Vietco 


Schizophrenia not key 
to violence, study says 


plan row 


that only 70 of those who were 
guilty of such crimes had 
received treatment for schizo- 
phrenia. 

People with schizophrenia 
who did not abuse drugs on 
alcohol were no more likely to 


; 5 : 
commit violent crimes than 


| 
teenagers or people in their 20s, 
the researchers said. | 

But the number of people 
with a record of substance 
abuse committing such crimes 
was more than double that of 
people with schizophrenia. 
| 


(| 


( 


text of a full review of the pur-| 
pose and level of the benefit”. 

Although the committee} 
stopped short of calling for BIP} 
to be scrapped — it said it wants, 
to put it “on probation” for six 
months while the Government} 
tries to improve it and then) 
look at it again — many) 
campaigners felt the report 
was so critical of the project} 


that it should indeed be} 
scrapped. | 
Plaid Cymru President 


Dafydd Wigley, two of whose! 
sons died as a result of a genet- 
ic disability, said: “I firmly’ 
believe that we now have no 
alternative but to call a com- 
plete halt to the BIP.” 

Elsewhere, the BIP was linked 
to the suicide of a Brighton 
man who had had all his bene- 
fits removed as a result of it. 

Recording a verdict of suicide 
on Brian Crombie, a 34-year- 
old man with HIV, coroner 
Veronica Hamilton-Deeley said 
the withdrawal of his benefit 
had been a significant factor in 
Mr Crombie's decision to end 


his life. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 


ST. CLARE ENGINEERING LTD (MEDICAL DIVISION) 
Unit 4, Hollybrook Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hampshire SO1 6RB 


x NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required 
Telephone 01703 510770 Fax 01703 510772 
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Access law alert 


Housebuilders could take 
advantage of a legal loophole 
to avoid complying with new 
regulations on disabled access 
this summer, an MP has 


warned. 
» Winchester MP Mark Oaten, 
the Liberal Democrat 


spokesman on disability, made 
the claim despite stopping 
what he alleges is one house- 
builder using the loophole. 

The National Housebuilding 
Council, the industry’s trade 
body, submitted what is called 
an initial notice on behalf of 
Bovis Homes for three pro- 
posed sites to Winchester City 
Council last month. This mere- 
ly tells the council that the 
company intends to use a pri- 
vate building inspector. 

But Mr Oaten claims the fact 


Pledge 


The Government still wants to 
see a widening of the European 
Union’s definition of equal 


opportunities, ministers 
announced at the end of the 
UK presidency. 


Speaking on behalf of Equal 
Opportunities Minister Alan 
Howarth at a European 
Disability Forum (EDF) confer- 
ence, Deirdre Fordham, of the 


p> ED PEOPLE 


Me AE 


that two of these three sites are 
nowhere near gaining planning 
permission, and the size of the 
development — 12,000 houses in 
a town with a housing stock of 
only 42,000 — showed the devel- 
oper was trying to get around 
the new regulations. 

The Government has already 
said it will introduce the Part 
M regulations, which set mini- 
mum standards for access in 
new homes (see DN, May), 
and legislation is to be ratified 
by Parliament later, this year. 

But under existing law, house- 
building regulations in force 
at the time a plan was first 
submitted still apply when 
construction starts, even if the 
law has changed in the mean- 
time. 

Under pressure from the 


Department for Education and 
Employment disability policy 
division, said: “We will contin- 
ue to argue that the European 
Social Fund (ESF) should pro- 
mote equal opportunities in the 
widest sense.” 

The ESF is currently up for 
review, and the EDF is con- 
cerned that the framework reg- 
ulation that guides it still refers 


DEAD. : _ WF! 


Rachel Hurst, (left) at a demonstration in March, thinks 
disabled lobbyists have still done most of the running 


¢ UK's largest range of stairclimbers 
e Prices from £2,850 — £12,500 

¢ User operated 

¢ Carer controlled 

¢ No building alterations 

¢ Used at work, school and home 
e Free demonstrations 


of steps, stairs and 
reaching up to heights not 
possible when seated, 
using one of our unique 
wheelchairs. Can also 
avoid costly building 


alterations 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


CONTACT 


WHEELCHAIR CORPORATION LTD 


Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, 


Bridgnorth,Shropshire WV16 6AZ. 


Tel: 01746 861940 
Fax: 01746 862085 


National  Housebuilding 
Council, which claims it backs 
Part M but was obliged to sub- 
mit the notice under its con- 
tract with Bovis, the company 
has now withdrawn the appli- 
cation. 

But Mr Oaten says the 
loophole still exists. “The 
Government claimed that the 
legislation was watertight,” he 
said, “and that there was no 
scope for abuse of the system. 
However, it now concedes that 
safeguards need to be put in 
place.” 

Bovis Homes is reviewing its 
policy but said it did have con- 
cerns about Part M because of 
“the effect such measures -will 
have regarding the ability of the 
industry to provide small 
affordable homes”. 


on EU equalilty 


to equal opportunities in terms 
of gender equality only. Ms 
Fordham said efforts should be 
made to ensure the new ESF 
targeted as many disabled peo- 
ple as the old one. 

While welcoming a widening 
of the framework, Anne 
Pridmore, vice-chair of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People, was concerned at the 
the continued stress on “worka- 
bility”, partly because getting 
more disabled people into work 
would not cut the costs of ben- 
efits as much as was claimed, 
she said. 

Commenting at the end of the 
UK presidency, Rachel Hurst, 
chair of Disabled People’s 
International (Europe), was 
pleased there had been more 
contact with disabled groups — 
although most of the effort had 
been made by the groups them- 
selves, she said. 


¢ New lite standup 

¢ Lite to propel & transport 

¢ Choice of seat & back sizes 

¢ Unique comfort suspension 

¢ Sport, home, work, socially 

¢ Five seat widths, three colours 
e Manual or power stand 


Taking to the lakes: wheelchair-users Jane Wiseman (left) and 
Dorothy Metcalfe making early use of a new wheelchair and elec- 
tric scooter at the Lake District Visitor Centre, near Windermere. 
Facilities, including induction loops, have been installed thanks to a 
£53,000 Government grant and a £1,400 donation from the 
Lakeland Round Immobile Fund, a charitable trust. For more 


information tel: (01539) 446601. 


Jobs pressure blamed 


for benefits claim rise 


The growing number of dis- 
abled people claiming benefits 
because they are “incapable of 
work” may be due to increased 
job competition, a report says. 

Employers may have rejected 
disabled people who could have 
found work in the 1970s, the 
report adds, although it also 
says there may be less expecta- 
tion that disabled people 
should work. 

The total disability benefits 
bill overall has seen a four-fold 
increase since 1978, to £22 bil- 
lion last year. 


Disability Benefits: A Review 
of the Issues and Options for 
Reform, from the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, found 
that the growth in claims 
for benefit such as Incapacity 
Benefit was not caused by 
more new claims but by 
people staying on the benefits 
longer. 

The report also says that few 
of those who have lost their 
benefit since incapacity benefit 
was introduced in 1995 with 
tougher tests, have found 
work. 


“Find out why Stannah 
is the world’s most 
ChOSEN Stairlift,” samow eoces 


So has built world- 
class stairlifts for over a 


* quarter of a century. More 


NEW MODELS 
OUT NOW 


FREEPHONE 


Please send me details. For my household 0 For a relative 0 


Name 


people choose a Stannah 
Stairlift than any other. 
Why settle for anything less? 
© Free stair survey 

O Fast, mess-free installation 


© Built for your stairs - 
straight or curved 


O New smoother, 
quieter ride 


O 24-hour call out, 
365 days a year 


Address 


Stannah 


Stairlifts 


Postcode _ Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 4723, FREEPOST SA344, 


Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


The world's most chosen stairlift 
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8 News 


Health insurance warning | 


Disabled people need more 
information about health 
insurance in order to be sure of 
buying the right policies 
for their needs, says the 
Government-backed Office of 
Fair Trading. 

The organisation is also 
concerned that people with 
disabilities might be afraid 
of consulting a doctor in 
case they lose their insurance 
cover. 

The OFT, in its report Health 
Insurance, is particularly 
concerned about a practice 
known as moratorium under- 
writing. 

With these types of policies, 


insurers do not ask about the 
policy-holder’s medical history 
for the first two years, during 
which time any pre-existing 
conditions are not covered by 
the insurance. 

After the two-year period, 
these conditions do then 
qualify for cover but only if the 
policy-holder has not consulted 
a doctor about the condition 
during that time. 

An OFT spokesman said: 
“This kind of insurance lends 
itself to confusion. People may 
not realise that pre-existing 
conditions or disabilities are 
not covered because it is not 
always spelled out.” 


CHANGING THE QUILT COVER? 
Now it’s as EZEE as 1-2-3! 


The new EZEE Quilt Cover opens on three sides, 
so changeover day is no longer a struggle. 


The simplest ideas are always the best! 


Routine bedmaking is easier too; simply reach through 
the poppers and tug the corners of your quilt into shape. 
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The EZEE Quilt Cover has been selected for 
Miy the Millennium Products Initiative, demonstrating 
Britain’s creativity and innovation. 


= It comes in a range of attractive colours, with 
pillowcases and other accessories to match. 


Please send for full details, prices and an order form; 


MMS DESIGNS FOR LIVING 


21 Shepherd Drive, Langstone, Gwent NP6 2LB 
Telephone 01633 411159 (24hrs) 


limrerlonlnit: 
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af 


ALL VEHICLES INCLUDE WINDOWS & FULL INTERIOR TRIM PLUS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY FOLD OUT RAMP. ADDITIONAL REAR 
SEATING FITTED TO CUSTOMERS CHOICE. OPTIONAL WINCHES. 

POWERED LIFTS ETC 


ON-THE-ROAD PRICES FROM:- 


MERCEDES VITO = £15065-00 RENAULT TRAFIC = £12622-00 
PEUGEOT EXPERT = £12965-00 FORD TRANSIT = £13592-00 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS FOR 
VITO & TRANSIT. 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 
STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 


The spokesman added that 
the OFT was also concerned 
that these policies might pre- 
vent people from going to the 
doctor because they were afraid 
of prejudicing their insurance 
cover. 

The report says that health 
insurers should make sure dis- 
abled customers carry on see- 
ing their doctors,. 

The report, a follow-up to 
one published in 1996, has 
backed off from the earlier 
report's call for an end to such 
policies. 

But the OFT is recommend- 
ing that insurers should: 

e Check that a consumer 


Independence comes cheaper 


Allowing disabled people to 
live independently could lead 
to savings in the long run, a 
European conference heard. 

The London conference, 
organised by the National 
Centre for Independent Living 
and independent living centres 
in Europe, saw the launch of a 
paper saying that disabled peo- 
ple will need to use financial 
arguments to push schemes for 
investment in independent liv- 
ing and direct payment 
schemes. 

The paper, by Gerry Zarb of 
the Policy Studies Institute, 
claims that support based on 
direct payments, where dis- 
abled people are given money 


actually needs insurance 

e Explain both orally and in 
writing how such policies work 
and the extent to which 
pre-existing conditions are 
covered, 


The OFT also says that _ 


any companies offering such 
policies should be regulated 
by the Financial Services 
Authority. : 

Mark Boléat, director general 
of the Association of British 
Insurers, said: “There is no 
substantive qualitative or 
quantitative evidence to 
indicate problems with the 
way health insurances are 
transacted.” 


to buy help, is up to 40 per cent 
cheaper than when services are 
provided directly by local 
authorities. 


Evans: alert to concerns 


It may also be possible to 
show that increasing indepen- 


MPs take ME 
on board 


New Parliamentary support 
for people with ME comes 
with the setting up of an all- 
party Commons committee on 
the condition. 

Tony Wright, Labour MP for 
Great Yarmouth, announced 
the move at the Blue Ribbon: 
Awareness of ME (BRAME) 
Conference at the House of 
Commons in May. 

BRAME campaigns for ME 
to be recognised as a physical 
not psychological condition. 
Conference speaker Steve 
Jervis, of ME Support in the 
Midlands, told DN: “This is a 
physical illness.” 


dence in earlier life will allow 
disabled people to put money 
aside, thus being less reliant on 
the state in older age, says the 
paper. ‘ 

John Evans, chair of th 
European Network on 
Independent Living, said: “We 
must be alert to the usual argu- 
ments about budget constraints 
that are used against us by 
local authorities. 

“The paper highlights the fact 
that services provided directly 
by local authorities cost a lot 
more and also that direct 
payments can mean less spend- 
ing on social security and that 
people become more economi- 
cally active.” 


emphasis on manoeuvrability and seating function. Create your own 


C hairman is a reliable and flexible electrical wheelchair concept with the 


Chairman by combining the seat of your choice with a range of 
accessories. Seen here with the Corpus-seat. The combination of front wheel 
drive, powerful motors and advanced electronics gives Chairman incredible 
manoeuvrability both indoors and outdoors. 

The seat elevator is a standard feature which makes it easier for you to transfer in 
and out of your Chairman and to reach otherwise inaccessible places. 

The Corpus-seat enables you to regularly change your seating position. The 
Corpus-seat can be adjusted for both adults and young people (from age 10 and 
older). Many options such as powered backrest, legrest and seat-tilt are available. 


Dyess, the Cutton, 


hackrest, legrest 
ang seattitt 


A number of seat 
depts jo sui. 
Widragevange. . 
(aptiany oe 


Reflectoreare 
fitted al ascent 


Adjestabie. 
footplates: 
Foldable for 
easy Wrarafer 
in Seat of 
the: Bir 


Fromtvrhwel deh 


* CONTROLLED BY JOYSTICK, CHIN, HEAD 


OR SIP & PUFF 


¢e INFRARED ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
SYSTEM DESIGNED, MANUFACTURED & 


INSTALLED 


* MANUFACTURERS OF BATTERY CHARGERS 
LIGHTING KITS, BEACON POLES. 


St 
All four whtels are fiemdy an 
contact with the ground ever 
iddoges. ‘an Irregular sucfeces 


and young people 
fopilenaly 


Thearmrens ene 

availiable In 

yanous ters 

optional, . 

a Accessories 
Power base 

> Luggage carrier 

> Rear view mirror 

> Centre mounted joystick 

> Joystick in table 


‘The alectronic 
davice cen be 
easily eccessed 
for programming. 
to meet your 
specific weeds 


= > Worktop 
> Seat belt 


Various 


Seat options 


Backrest 
> Power adjustable 
> Various heights & widths 
> Head support adjustable 
> Lateral support adjustable 
> Lumbar support adjustable 


Armrests 
> Various lengths 
> Side support on armrest 
> Reclining armrests 


Seat unit 
“ > Various seat depths & widths 
> Thigh support adjustable 
> Powertilt 30° 
> Abduction wedge 


Legrest 
> Power legrest 
> Split footplate 
> One piece footplate 
> Power footplate (height adjustable) 


; 2 Calf support adjustable 


HAMPTON ENGINEERING & MOBILITY LTD 
OXFORD AVENUE, GUISELEY, LEEDS LS20 9BX, 


TEL: (01943) 870699 


FAX: (01943) 877867 


Dementia 
right to know 


People in the early stages of 
dementia have a right to know 
their diagnosis, a conference 
was told last month. It was 
vital for individuals to know 
what was happening in order 
to be able to deal with their 
problems. 

The Glasgow conference, 
organized by Alzheimer's 
Scotland = Action on 
Dementia, heard that support 
varied for the 12,000 people 
diagnosed with dementia each 
year in Scotland, with many 
doctors reluctant to reveal the 
diagnosis. 

The charity’s information 
officer, Kate Fearnley, said: 
“In our recent survey, more 
than half of carers felt that the 
person they cared for was not 
given adequate information. 
about their diagnosis.” 

Only 37 per cent said they 
were offered the help they 
wanted at the time of most 
need, she said. 
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Sport 9 


Wheelchair athlete Tushar Patel and trainer Chris Bailey put in a 
marathon performance in May, when they travelled the length of 
the Thames to raise money for the charity Whizz-Kidz, which pro- 
vided Tushar with his sports chair. He hopes the 210-mile trip will 
eventually raise up to £4,000 for the charity, which provides mobili- 
ty aids to disabled children. Mr Patel, who came 12th in this year’s 
London Wheelchair Marathon, is also taking part in the New York 
Marathon as part of the Whizz-Kidz team, in November. 
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COACHWORK 


Spectalist Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 
excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 
e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


Features include: 

e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 

e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 

e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 


splashed off 


Elite blind and _ visually 
impaired swimmers are being 
forced to compete in segregated 
world championships. 

The International Paralympic 
Committee world swimming 
championships are due to take 
place in October in New 
Zealand and blind swimmers 
are angry that they will not be 
going. The previous event in 
Malta in 1994 was multi- 
disability and blind swimmers 
were there. 

But the International Blind 
Sports Federation (IBSA) has 
decided to include swimming in 
its own world sports champi- 
onships in Madrid in July. 

Tim Reddish, a gold medalist 
at the 1994 event, who is blind 
and sits on the International 


Paralympic Committee for 
Swimming, said: “It means that 
blind swimmers have been seg- 
regated from other disabled 
swimmers. The majority of the 
swimmers internationally wish 
to compete at multi-disability 
competitions. 

“We want to be recognised as 
swimmers first, regardless of 
our disability. Many blind and 
visually impaired swimmers 
from a lot of countries are very 
disappointed.” 

Martin Scobie, development 
coordinator at IBSA, said: 
“The opportunities available to 
blind swimmers at this year’s 
championships are more than 
double those at the last event. 

“When you have a multi- 
disability event the nations of 


the world have to decide, in the 
light of financial limitations, 
who to send on the basis of 
who is likely to win a medal, 
and the opportunities are 
restricted for each minority 
within the wider group. By hav- 
ing our own championships the 
opportunities are increased, 
allowing more people to com- 
pete at a world level.” 

Meanwhile, student Emma 
Mounkley lifted spirits at the 
BT National Open Swimming 
Championships in June, taking 
five gold medals and three 
world records. Ms Mounkley, 
17, won the 50 and 100 metres 
freestyle for people with learn- 
ing disabilities, and the 200 
metres individual medley, 
taking gold in all three. 


Training ploy wins the day 


Wheelchair athlete David 
Holding made a dramatic 
improvement on his fourth 
position in the London 
Marathon to win three races at 
Disability Athletics Inter- 
national in Birmingham at the 
end of May. 

Holding won the men’s 100 
metres, 200 metres and 400 
metres in his class, which 
attracted 250 athletes. 


He told DN that he was par- 
ticularly pleased with his suc- 
cess because he has been mak- 
ing radical changes to his train- 
ing schedule. “I have been try- 
ing to concentrate on my 
sprinting in preparation for the 
World Championships in 
August,” he said. 

Tanni Grey, who won the 
women’s London Marathon, 
won her class in the women’s 


800 metres, although she was 
eclipsed by fellow wheelchair 
athlete Nicola Jarvis. Ms 
Jarvis, as well as also winning 
her class in the 800 metres, won 
the 400 metres, 200 metres and 
100 metres. 

But world record holder 
David James, who has cerebral 
palsy, could only manage sec- 
ond place in the men’s 400 and 
200 metres. 


Are You Looking For 
a Quality Wheelchair 


Accessible Vehicle, 


Designed for YOUR Needs? 


electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. Cathe adds 


a touch of 


Then anache ina 
loOK NO = 22% 
further. 


including the 
Peugeot 806, 
Mercedes V-Class q 
and Chrysler Voyager. 
Constables have a 
range of affordable 
solutions which will give 
you the freedom you're 
seeking. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 


David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


Selected 
Vehicles are 
Available 
Through 
Motability 


CORNWALL 


Holiday Care in Cornwall 
all year round 


The Carchair system puts you into 
the front seat position of a range 
of 3 door cars without having to 
transfer from the specially 
designed wheelchair 


Constables offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
representing outstanding value for 
money. 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 


LANINVAL HOUSE Nursing Home 


offers holidays, respite, residential and_ || demonstration 
: at your home 
convalescence care in beautiful ees 


surroundings in mid-Cornwall. 


Constab 


LTD 
Dept. DN/1098/D/M, 
FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 
Tel: 01323-767574 Fax: 01323-767603 


Qualified Nursing and Care staff on hand 
24 hours per day. Phone/Fax Murray or 
Shirley on 01208 74921 for a brochure. 


10 Health 


Switch off shakes/Prvg '" 


Scientists have developed an 
implant which allows people 
with Parkinson’s Disease to 
“switch off” their symptoms. 

Activa Parkinson’s Control 
Therapy can control the major 
disabling symptoms of the dis- 
ease which are tremors, diffi- 
culty with coordination and 
balance, and the uncontrolled 
movements experienced by peo- 
ple taking high doses of the 
drug levodopa, which is pre- 
scribed to control the disease. 

The implant known as a neu- 
rostimulator is placed under 
the skin near the collar bone, 
and is connected to four small 
electrodes placed in the brain. 

The user switches the implant 
on by passing a magnet over it. 
An electrical signal then passes 
to the electrodes, which switch 
off the symptoms. 

Mary Baker, international 
consultant with the Parkinson’s 
Disease Society, said: “This 
therapy is beneficial to patients 
with advanced Parkinson’s 
whose medication does not 
effectively or predictably con- 
trol their symptoms. 

“It dramatically restores abili- 
ty to function and quality of 
life, and will mark the start of a 


More Capacity 


new era of hope for some peo- 
ple with the condition.” 
The manufacturer claims that 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value For Money 
Fully adapted from 


£17,950 


the implant will allow people 
with Parkinson’s to resume 
everyday tasks such as dressing. 


& 


¥ 


beceneeaiat 


big test 
hits UK 


A drug for Alzheimer’s Disease 
is now available in the UK after 
the world’s biggest trial of a 
drug for the condition. 

The trial, which included 
3,300 people around the world, 
found the drug could delay the 
progression of symptoms of the 
disease for about six months. 

Richard Harvey, Alzheimer’s 
Disease Society research fellow, 
said that Exelon could help up 
to 80,000 of the 400,000 people 
with Alzheimer’s in the UK. 

He said: “It seems to preserve 
functional ability and cognitive 
ability for between six months 
to a year. While that is not a 
huge time in a disease that can 
last between eight to ten years 
it is not insignificant.” 

“People treated with Exelon 
were more aware of where they 
were, more able to recognise 
members of their family, more 
able to concentrate, and had 
improved memory.” 

Trials are on going and the 
drugs’ manufacturers believe its 
effects may last even longer. 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 
free no obligation home trial 


and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


ie 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 


24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 


In brief 


Diabetes ignorance 
Eighty per cent of Britons still] 
think wongly that there are| 
mild forms of diabetes, a] 
MORI poll has revealed. | 
The British  Diabetigl 
Association fears this could! 
lead to people not taking care] 
of themselves. Diabetes is the: 
biggest cause of blindness 


among people of working age. 


Tape for sleepers 
Insomniacs can get help with, 
nodding off from a tape backed 
by the Royal College of} 
Psychiatrists. Around 1.5 mil-) 
lion Britons take sleeping) 
pills habitually. Doctors esti-) 
mate one in five have severe, 


problems. 


Coping with Sleep Problems is) 
available from Talking Life, tel: 
0151-632 0662. Price: £13.99. 


Spinal injury hope | 
Permanent damage from spinal’ 
injuries could be prevented: 
with high pressure divers’ 
chambers, a conference in. 
America was told. Philip James | 
of Dundee University said 
putting the recently injured in| 
the chambers could force oxy- | 
gen into damaged nerves. 
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Disabled people are still being 
largely shunned by society. 

That is the message from a 
report Access Denied: Disabled 
‘people’s experience of social 
exclusion by the charity 
Leonard Cheshire. It asked 
disabled people whether they 
felt excluded and why. 

At the same time, it com- 
missioned a national opinion 
poll (NOP) telephone survey 
which asked 1000 members of 
the public for their views on 
disability. The two results were 
similar: the disabled people felt 
socially excluded and 55 per 
cent of people in the NOP poll 
agreed. 

Nearly half of those surveyed 
by NOP had no regular contact 
with disabled people. This rose 
to 60 per cent of under 35- 
year-olds. “Some people worry 
that association with disabled 
people might reflect badly on 
them,” the report says. “Some 
people react as though they fear 
disability is contagious.” 

It concludes that such atti- 
tudes have an impact on dis- 
abled people: “Disabled people 
can internalise these attitudes 
and begin to imagine they really 
are inadequate.” 

The report urges the Govern- 
ment to include disability 
discrimination in its remit for 
the Social Exclusion Unit (SEU) 
set up by Labour to try and 
tackle some of Britain’s long 
term problems. 

A review of the indicators of 
social exclusion is due out this 
month. Perhaps that is why the 
unit itself has proved hard 
for the national press to contact 
in the last month. However 
DN did eventually track down 
a spokeswoman, who said: 
“We have read the report with 
interest but no decision has 
been made on which areas the 
SEU will focus on.” 

Labour MP Phil Hope, who 
is chairperson of the All 
Party Parliamentary Group of 
Voluntary Organisations, thinks 
the Government’s “New Deal” 
and the Disability Rights 
Commission “will tackle the 
problems disabled people face 
in employment” — although he 
admits “there is a bigger job to 
be done by everybody to raise 
people’s awareness about the 
realities of the lives of people”. 

However Leonard Cheshire 
head of policy John Knight, 
who co-wrote the report, fears 
the Government’s work will 
only make things worse. 

“The Green Paper on welfare 
reform could make disabled 


Vs 


Knight: New Deal not all good 


people feel even more left out,” 
he says. “People will feel they 
are not earning a wage so they 
have no value. Some disabled 
people cannot earn wages so 
they will feel even more 
excluded.” 

Ric Cassell, a wheelchair user 
from Nottingham, is also 


Berry: strong case for action 


sceptical about just what 
difference the new drive on 
exclusion will make. “I totally 
agree that disability is a social 
exclusion,” he says, “but I don’t 
see how it will help to put 
disability into the remit of the 
SEU. They would only come up 
with things like the Disability 
Discrimination Act and the 
National Disability Council, and 
we have those already. 

Like many others, he feels 
the report reveals a far more 
pressing change needs to take 
place in education. 

Mr Hope, who sits on the 
Government’s working group 
on personal, social and health 
education, says he wants to 
ensure MPs look at how young 
people are taught about 
“valuing people as equals”. 

But Mr Cassell thinks this is 
only part of it. “What disabled 
people need is a top class 
education,” he says. “If it is 
integrated so much the better, 
and everyone needs to learn 
disability awareness at school.” 

Roger Berry MP, secretary of 
the All Party Disablement Group, 
agrees. “This is the strongest 
case for disability awareness 
education I have ever seen,” he 
says. “The findings are so 
worrying, particularly the fact 
that younger people seem to be 
the worst informed. That shows 
there is definitely a job to be 
done by our schools.” 

Mr Knight agrees. “There is 
acontinuing underbelly of 
indifference about disabled 
people in mainstream society,” 
he says. 

“Even with all the campaign- 
ing and new legislation, things 
won't change unless we get 


rid of this.” 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 


Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 
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new school of though 


‘Campaigners say changes in the way schoolchildren are taught to respect disabled people are desperately 
‘needed if the social exlusion highlighted in a Leonard Cheshire report is to be overcome, finds Lisa Hitchen 


‘| had to change friends 


Coral McKenzie from Stoke 
Newington in London (above 
right), who is partly paralysed, 
took part in the survey. 

She says: “I have had to 
change my friends over the 
years because many of the old 
ones did not want to know me 
after I became disabled. 

“When you have a disability, 
that is all people see. They do 
not see you as a person. 

“They think you have no 
talents and say you cannot have 
a job or they want to pay you 
less than someone who does 
not have any disability.” 

Ronald Taylor (above left), 
who is hard of hearing and has 
diabetes, also took part in the 


FREE 


LIVING 


for your free tickets. 


Free Ticket Coupon 


Please send me 


Name 


Address 


TICKETS 
O 
INDEPENDENT 


at 
WEMBLEY 


Why struggle when there are so many solutions 
to mobility difficulties. Visit Independent 

Living and see them all under one roof. Before 
you buy, take this opportunity to test, compare 
and get all the free advice you need. Call today | 


To Order your FREE TICKETS 
CALL TODAY 


01275 836465 
Wembley 


Exhibition Centre, 


9th - 1Oth September 1998 
SEND FOR YOUR FREE ae eeatalee TODAY! 


Independent Living. Freepost SWB 118. 
PO. Box 513, Bristol, BS992 2BR 


or call the ticket hotline 


Ot 27S B36465 


survey. He says: “Since my 
mum died most of my family 
don’t want to know me in case 
I might want help because of 
my disabilities. This is very 
hurtful for me.” 

Ben Marks from North 
London did not take part. 

But he too has seen a change 
in people’s attitudes since he 
first started developing 
multiple sclerosis. 

“There are subtle changes,” 
he says. 

“For example, my family 
usually say they are taking me 
out somewhere ‘for my own 
good’ instead of saying 
something like: ‘Let’s go and do 
this together.’” 


tickets: 
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12 Comment 


Amid the current talk of social 
exclusion, we should realise 
one consequence of being 
socially excluded: you often 
become fair game for abuse. 

The idea that nobody would 
stoop so low as to abuse a 
disabled child is a dangerous 
myth. The vast majority of 
child abuse cases are perpetrated 
by members of the family or 
people well-known to the family. 

And head teachers in charge 
of day or residential special 
schools should be addressing 
the issues of staff who abuse, 
and institutional abuse. 

Society has consistently 
denied the abuse of any group 
(women, children, boys) until 
the evidence has become 
overwhelming. There was no 
public discussion of the abuse 
of disabled children until a 
conference in 1989, when we 
realised a truth to which, 
unfortunately, too many 
disabled adults can testify, that 
disabled children are the most 
likely to be abused. 

Think of playground bullies. 
Do they pick on the strongest 
or most popular child? Of 
course not. They select the 
child who is weak, who has no 
supportive brothers or sisters, 
who is considered different and 


benefit of people with disabilities. 


It offers services to help disabled 
students into education, to help disabled 
people back to work and to help people 
with disabilities to be more independent 
at home. 

Merlin, a new environmental control 
system, can work magic in your house — 
turn on the TV, make phone calls, open 
the front door, use your computer — all 
with the blink of an eye! (or waggle 
your finger or toe etc). 

The Merlin system is designed to fit on 
a wheelchair, sit on a table, or next to 
your bed, and whenever you need it, it 
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TECHNOLOGY 
FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES 


TECHNOLOGY 


SRS Technology 
Unit 105, Brickyard Road, 
Aldridge Road, West Midlands, 


Tel: 01922 456882, Fax: 01922 456883 
E-mail: SRSTechnology@Dial.pipex.com 


Make your child safer 


Disabled children are being abused, says Merry Cross. So what can be done about it? 


who is isolated. Why should the 
adult abuser be any different? 

And disabled children are set 
up for abuse by religious, 
medical and charitable 
approaches to disability to be 
seen as less than full human 
beings with, consequently, less 
than full human rights. The 
social model of disability is a 
vital tool in combatting 
exclusion, and therefore abuse. 

Most parents. of disabled ° 
children are instinctively more 
protective than they might be 
of non-disabled children. They 
recognise that their child is 
vulnerable as a result of their 
impairment. 

At the same time, most veer 
away from looking in any depth 
at the risks their children might 
face because, for many of us, 
the subject seems too painful to 
contemplate. 

Given that most parents are 
battling day by day in difficult 
circumstances for the services 
they and their children need 
just to survive, this is neither 
surprising nor blame-worthy. 
Without a doubt, we need 
changes to the benefits system 
if parents are to have the 
emotional and physical capacity 
to think and act clearly when it 
comes to keeping disabled 
children safe in their own 
homes and outside. 

Protecting disabled children is 
made harder by the sheer 


There’s no excuse for child abuse. Help the 
NSPCC protect children from family violence. cu 


numbers of adults who have 
access to them and by things 
such as the need for intimate 
care, high levels of dependency 
and little response by many 
professionals to child - 
protection concerns involving 
disabled children. 

There are, however, many 
things we can all do to raise 
safety levels dramatically. 

One of the most important is 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE MAGIC OF MERLIN 


RS Technology is a company 
dedicated to the development of 


innovative technology for the 


will wake up and obey your 
command. 

It is for people who have dif- 
ficulty using electrical items at 
home because they can’t reach 
the controls, or have prob- 
lems trying to operate the 
handset of their television. 
Maybe the front door bell 
sounds and they are not able 


to answer it. 

Whatever the level of diffi- 
culty they are experiencing, 
and even when that changes, 
Merlin can be adjusted to suit 
their needs. With the press 
of a switch, the blink of an 
eye, or the softest utterance, 
Merlin will pay 
attention to your 
request for assis- 


tance and turn 
the light on, answer the 
phone, or simply be there, 
patiently waiting to help. 
Merlin can be controlled 


by a variety of inputs, 
including switches and joy- 
sticks, getting the most 
of whatever movement is 
available. Merlin will con- 
trol the TV, video, satellite, 


hi-fi system, telephone, 
intercom, door entry system, 
mains sockets and lights. 
Over a number of years 
the company has devel- 
oped a reputation for 


@ INDEPENDENCE DAY: 
Products from SRS 
Technology can enable 
disabled people to 


operate computers with 
minimal movement, or 
control their environment 
via the Merlin system 


NSPCC 


to keep disabled children’s self 
esteem high in any way we can, 
such as having the same rules 
for them as for their non- 
disabled siblings, and ensuring 
we praise them for every effort 
they make as well as every 
achievement. 

It is also important to 
recognise the child’s developing 
sexuality and avoid 
stereotyping them as either a- 


providing customised computing envi- 
ronments for people with complete 
paralysis or learning disabilities. 

These have included original hardware 
and software development, as well as 
adapting existing systems and bringing 
together a variety of technologies 
to provide a tailored solution for an 
individual, or in some cases for an 
organisation. 

The company has done work for a 
number of organisations, notably the 
European Commission. SRS people 
have acted as advisors to the Commis- 
sion within specialist areas of tech- 
nology and disability. 


SRS has developed products which 
provide “off the shelf” solutions. These 
include the successful Matchmaker II, a 
device that is unique in the world 
and allows people with severe disabili- 
ties to access a standard PC, running 
any software. 

The company has also researched the 
needs of people with disabilities, to con- 
trol devices in their environment, or 
improve quality of life and increase 
their potential for independence. 

The result of the research is the new 
range of products called Merlin that set 
the standard for environmental control 
systems. 


sexual or sex-mad monsters. 

Essential, too, is maximising 
communication with them. 
Everyone involved with 
disabled children should be 
trying to enable them to 
communicate “No” as well as 
“Yes”, teaching them 


appropriate signals (pointing to 


your nether region to indicate 
you want to use the toilet, for 
example, is not safe), and 
giving them adequate and 
appropriate vocabulary — 
including vocabulary for 
private parts and abusive acts. 

We can also improve 
children’s self-esteem by doing 
our best to challenge negative 
imagery, like the bad pirate, the 
village idiot and the wicked 
witch. Instead, we can seek out 
positive disabled adult role 
models, such as disabled artists 
and musicians performing live 
as well as on tv, or disabled 
people at a local group. 

Many disabled children spend 
disproportionate amounts of 
time in medical settings, either 
for treatment, operations or 
exercises. As responsible adults 
we must be more discerning 
about the necessity for the 
treatments and face the question 
“Am I doing this for myself, to 
make my child more ‘normal’, 
or for my child?” We run the 
danger that the child will think 
they are not good enough as 
they are. 

Because disabled children are 
so often in the hands of 
institutions, we should be 
asking penetrating questions 
about the policies and 
procedures which affect every 
aspect of the child’s life. For 
example, does the school or 
respite home have a policy and 
procedure for intimate care or 
is it left to the individual carer? 
Does it have a policy and 
procedure to tell parents when 
a child has any kind of problem? 

If parents do as much as they 
can to let institutions know 
that their children’s safety 
comes first — for how can you 
learn or heal if you are being 
abused? — then those running 
them will have to improve polic- 
ies and practices dramatically. 


Merry Cross is disabled, a par- 
ent, and a disability trainer. 
From 1989 she has specialised 
in the protection of disabled 
children from abuse and writ- 
ten widely on it. Her new 
book, Proud Child, Safer Child 
(The Women’s Press, £7.99) is a 
handbook for parents and car- 
ers covering such issues as inti- 
mate care, sexuality, and what 
to do if you suspect abuse. 


| 
f 


i 


l 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i! 


: 


The man in many chairs 


Profile 13 


‘Book writing, marathons, and fighting for rights are all part of one Frenchman’s mission, finds Julie Nightingale 


M Segal visits disability centres like Skylarks when others might shy away for fear of being marginalised 


Plonk Patrick Segal down on 
the Government benches in the 
House of Commons and he 
would fit in very well. Well- 
groomed at 51 and sporting a 
smart suit, he looks typically 
New Labour. 

But in fact this French 
politician has the candour of 
Dennis Skinner. “Sometimes I 
am surprised that my 
colleagues don’t listen enough 
to what I say,” he says. “If they 
were listening more, they could 
improve. Most of them could 
be ten times more popular.” 

Segal is a “delegué 
interministérial” (cross- 
departmental delegate) with 
responsibility for people with 
disabilities in France. A 
Socialist, he first entered 


mainstream politics when he 
was elected deputy mayor of 
Paris in 1989. But he now 
works under right-wing prime 
minister Lionel Jospin. 

The post, he says, reflects the 
fact that disability impinges on 
every area of everyday life. 

Currently he thinks the French 
just pay lip-service to the needs 
of disabled people. 

“A law came in 1975 which 
protects and promotes disabled 
people, makes them real 
citizens,” he says. “It covers 
almost everything but in 
everyday life accessibility is 
weak across the board. 
Teachers are not willing to 
work with disabled kids 
because they think they may 
slow down the class; access to 


BSTA Wheelchair 
Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don't have to. 


BSTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 


| nationwide membership 


Went | 
; 


| es 


4 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 
They do it well and they do it 
| ethically. 

They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


MARTIN ELLIS 


public buildings is not very 
good; and accessible transport 
is almost non-existent.” 

A 1987 law, which introduced 
disabled employee quotas of six 
per cent for all firms of more 
than 20 people, has also met 
with limited success, he says. 

It is here where the European 
Union has a role, he thinks, by 
bolstering national laws. 

“In France, it’s hard to get 
laws respected. But Europe may 
force France to observe the six 
per cent employment quota.” 

Aside from frankness, there is 
something else that marks 
Segal out: his identification 
with the disabled cause to the 


exclusion of all else. His recent 
visit to the opening of an 
extension at the Winged 
Fellowship’s Skylarks centre, 
for example, was done entirely 
for private interest. 

Other disabled politicians 
choose not to identify with the 
disabled lobby, for fear of being 
marginalised. But Segal has no 
problem with this. 

“Some politicians want to 
change the world just for 
tomorrow, not the day after,” 
he says. “My goal started 26 
years ago when I decided to do 
things for people.” 

Twenty-six years ago was 
when he had his accident. “I 
met some people one weekend, 
friends of a friend. I didn’t 
know it at the time but they 
were an extreme group 
politically. They had guns and 
somebody fired one, 
accidentally, and I was shot.” 

The injury to his spine left 
him in a wheelchair. “I was 24, 
finishing physiotherapy school 
in Paris and I had to fight to 
take my exams because the 
university refused to allow it as 
I was disabled. I said at the 
time that proved it was going to 
be a long fight.” 

He spent the next five years 
working as a physiotherapist in 
the war zones of Vietnam, the 


Lebanon and Eritrea with 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
among others. 

“In the Lebanon I was 
condemned to death by both 
sides because they each thought 
I shouldn’t be working for the 
enemy,” he says. 

Then in 1977 he wrote The 
Man Who Walked In His 
Head, a million-selling book 
about his experiences as a 
disabled person, which was 
intended to explode a few long- 
held prejudices. 

“T realised when I became 
paraplegic there were lots of 
things to do,” he says. “One 
was to sell a vocabulary where 
people could use the right 
words to explain to society that 
they were people first instead of 
being disabled people.” 

His book earnings financed 
film projects, including an 
Oscar-nominated documentary 
on the Disabled People’s Games 
in Holland in 1980. 

He has competed in 
international athletics himself, 
and completed 25 marathons. 
He would not have achieved 
half as much, he believes, had 
the accident not happened. 

“The accident gave me real 
direction. Before it I was doing 
nothing. That day I knew I had 
some sort of mission.” 


Barclays services for 
disabled customers 


At Barclays, we have an ongoing 


commitment to customer service — 


for everyone. 


For a copy of our leaflet detailing 


our services for disabled customers 


call the Barclays Information Line 


free on 0800 400 100. 


Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. No. 1026167. Registered in London, England. Reg. Office: 54 Lombard Street, London EC3P 3AH. 
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If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, yougren t have us behind ress Barclays Bank PLC is a member of the Banking Ombudsman Scheme (UK branches only). 
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14 Home banking 


Could phone and 
PC banking help 
disabled people? 
Peter Baber reports 


They put doors, grates and bar- 
riers in your way to stop you 
getting at their — sorry, your — 
money, but Britain’s High Street 
banks are at least developing 
one idea that may help disabled 
people. That is home banking. 

Since 1986, when Girobank 
(now part of the Alliance & 
Leicester) first introduced its 
Telecare telephone banking 
service, almost every bank 
seems to have something 
similar, usually with a catchy 
name to get you going. 

A more select few have also 
set up a service you can use via 
a PC. (Although we list only 
five across the page, numbers 
should be growing all the time. 
Lloyds Bank, for example, is 
piloting its own PC banking 
service, and if you would like to 
use it when it launches 
nationally you can pre-register 
your interest on 
www.lloydsbank.co.uk). 

You do not necessarily have to 
own a PC to use these services. 
Those which are labelled “I” in 
our table can be viewed on 
anyone’s machine — although 
obviously you get more of a 
chance to customise what you 
read with an on-line service, 
which communicates straight 
into the bank, and not via the 


a Racal, Release: 


ashing in on ringin 


Barclays Screenphone could be an easier option for technophobes 


web. Some banks claim an on- 
line service is more secure too. 

Nevertheless, our surveys 
shows banks are by no means 
equal in what they offer. 

We were most surprised at the 
difference in cost. Although 
almost all banks use a local call 
phone line, Yorkshire Bank and 
the Clydesdale, two sister 
banks, both charge for the use 
of the service itself. 

Barclays charges £30 initally, 
then £15 a year, to use its PC 
banking service. A Barclays 
spokeswoman said this was to 
cover the research costs in 
setting the service up. But none 
of the other PC services we 
surveyed levy a charge. 

Few banks seem to help deaf 
people either. Not all banks 
have a minicom, and even those 
that do don’t always display the 
best example of fairness: First 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITH A 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 


David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education 


eI 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 
specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 
conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 
DAVID LEVENE & CO. 


SOLICITORS 
Ashley House 
235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
London N22 4HF 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 
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Direct hearing customers get a 
freephone number to use; deaf 
customers have to pay local call 
rates on the minicom. 

It also seems ridiculous with 
all this technology that there 
are still four banks where you 
have to go in in person to set up 
a telephone banking service. 

Which? magazine, which had 
a special feature on phone 
banking two years ago that 
completely overlooked services 
for disabled people, does say 
you should read the small print 
before signing up to a service, 
to check what you are liable for 
if someone succeeds in hacking 
onto your line. 

If all this technology is 
getting you down, a system 
being piloted by Barclays could 
prove altogether simpler to use. 

The Screenphone shows your 
current and previous 
statements any time of the day, 
while for anything more 
complicated you can go 
straight through to an operator 
at the touch of just one button. 

But if you don’t trust any of 
this new-fangled stuff, last 
month Barclays also opened 
what it claims is the UK’s first 
drive-through cashpoint. More 
are on the way. 

In the future, it seems, even if 
you still go down to the bank, 
you won't necessarily have to 
leave the car. 


$2 cee 


Who does what by phone 


NatWest Actionline Y24% H+ 
Tel: 0345-777766 (mincom service available) 


¥24%ASL + 


(human voice only 7am-11pm 
weekdays, 9am-S5pm weekends) 


Barclaycall 
Tel: 0800-994422 


Textphone: 0845-6060567 


First Direct 
Tel: 0800-242424 
Minicom: 0345-100409 


eee 


(can also arrange loans, travel 
insurance and mortgages) 


TSB Phonebank 
(Apply at branch) 


Royal Bank of Scotland 


Tel: 0345-222345 
Minicom: 0800-373457 


9824 °9HLS | 


¥24%AN 


(human voice only 8am-9pm 
weekdays, 8am-4pm Saturday) 


2494S # 
(first 10 calls free, then 25p a 
call. 10p for paying bills) 


24 94) W op 


(first 10 transactions free) 


¥24%AD # 


(minicom service available) 


Abbey National 
Tel: 0645-724724 
Minicom: 0645-031041 


Yorkshire Bank 
(Apply at branch) 


Clydesdale Bank 
(Apply at branch) 
Alliance & Leicester 
Tel: 0500-959595 


Cooperative Bank 
Tel: 0345-212212 

Minicom: 0345-125819 
Midland Bank 


(Ring local branch) (open 8am-10pm Monday- 
Minicom: 0345-125563 Saturday, 10am-4pm Sunday) 


Who does what with a PC 


Barclays 0% S + 
www.barclays.com (£30 to start, then £15 per year) | 
First Direct 
” 
o e a 5 


ba) 
Royal Bank of Scotland 13 %A & 


eee ee (can be downloaded onto your 
hee es own software) 
O %A 

(data can be transfered onto a 
home finance programme) 


% Me 


Clydesdale Bank 
www.cccsoho.com/clyds.html 


Cooperative Bank 
www.cooperativebank.co.uk 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


© Operator, not computer 
% Free (call could still cost) 
24 Open 24 hours a day 

® Can get statement 

#5 Can pay bills 

®& Can set up standing orders 
# Can order cheque books 
PC BANKING: 

O Service on-line to bank 

I Service on the internet 


Seats designed for most 
makes and models of 
both two and four 

door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 


Abbey National also has a 
website but this only gives 
quotes for mortgages and 
loans and offers general 
advice. You can find it at: 
www.abbeynational.co.uk 


Special offers 15 


| If our Out and About feature 

| (pages 28-30) got you in the 

+ mood for making the most of 

. your summer, how about this? 
Thanks to Tideway Sailability, 

recent winners of the Henri 

Lloyd annual award for 

| disabled sailing organisations, 
DN has two days sailing plus 
two annual memberships to 
Tideway Sailability, worth £35 
each, to give away. 

If the winner wants to take a 


See 


To help those of you wanting to 


take Dan Batten’s ideas in 
London (p33) further afield, 
and thanks to Quiller Press, 
DN has 12 copies of Access in 
Paris, worth £6.95, to give away. 
This guide is aimed at the 
disabled tourist and was 


Join the crew 


carer, the carer sails free, but is 
expected to assist with the 
boats, as all members have to 
help out. 

You will sail around Surrey 
Docks, London, although more 
experienced sailors may venture 
further afield onto the Thames. 

To enter this offer fill out the 
subscriptions form on page 43. 
For more information on 
Tideway Sailability contact 
Ron Cutler, tel: 0181-289 8472. 


Get booked up 


researched by disabled and 
able-bodied people. It gives 
general advice such as currency, 
details on travelling there and 
how to get around, sights, 
entertainment, shopping, 
accommodation, plus useful 
phrases and a symbols list. 

The same publishers produce 
Access in London, which won 
Guidebook of the Year in 1984. 

If you are not a lucky winner, 
you can still order the books 
from bookshops using the 
following codes: Access in Paris 
ISBN 1-870948-62-9, Access in 
London: ISBN 1-89916318-2. 


To enter these competitions send your name and address on a 
postcard, marked Churchill Hotel or Paris guide, to DN, 6 
Market Road, London N7 9PW. Closing date 31 July 1998. 
Offers not open to DN staff or associates. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Pensions: will the State help you 
enough? 

CITY FOCUS - SHEFFIELD 

Is this progressive city really the full 
monty? 

OUT AND ABOUT (2) 

Further ideas to get you out of the 
house this summer. 


PARENT’S VOICE — 

How a father’s bicycle design helps 
the family cycle together. 

Plus the best news, views, jobs and 
offers. On sale 25 July. 


London nights 


Following on from the Day out 
in London article (see p33), DN 
is pleased to be able to offer 
one lucky reader a two-night 
stay in a top London hotel, 
worth £199 per night. 

You (and a partner/friend) 
will stay at the five-star 
Churchill Inter-Continental, 
Portman Square, in the heart of 
London’s West End. 

The hotel, which was awarded 
Tourism For All Category 1 by 
the Holiday Care Service, has 
two “special needs” bedrooms 
with bathrooms. 

Both rooms, which are located 
near fire exits, feature lowered 
beds, widened doors, lowered 
door peep-hole, grab rails in 
the bathroom and adapted 
writing desks and vanity units 
for better wheelchair access. 

There is also a strobe fire 
alarm, assistance alarms by the 
bed and in the bathroom. 

The hotel has disabled 
parking with ramped hotel 
entrance, audible and visual lift 
controls, large print 
information, disabled toilets on 
the ground floor with 
assistance alarms and 
induction switches for guests 
with hearing aids to use their 
“T switch” to obtain a clearer 
sound in the reception area. 

Other room facilities include 
24 hour room service, satellite 
ty, air conditioning and mini-bar. 

Being situated in the centre of 


For further information on 
Inter-Continental Hotels and 
Resorts, look at their website at 
http://www.interconti.com, or 
tel: 0171-486 5800. 
¢ All entries must be through 
DN, not the hotel. 


the capital, it is within easy 
reach of many tourist sites and 
attractions. These include 
Oxford Street, Bond Street, 
Marble Arch, Madame Tussaud’s, 
Hyde Park, the Planetarium 
and many cinemas and theatres. 


“Hiding b= & * 
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ENABLED 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


Enable us to do more for disabled people. Call 0845 606 50 50 


Registered charity no: 218186 Patron: Her Majesty The Queen = wwwileonard-cheshire.org 
DNO107 
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16 Parent’s voice 


‘Aaron is loving but demanding’ 


Setting up a support group has helped Susan Kettle from Cheshire to cope with her son Aaron's disability 


Susan and Aaron Kettle: “The PINS Group has helped me the most,” 


For six long years my husband, 
Peter and I did not know what 
was wrong with our son, 
Aaron who is now eight. We 
were at a loss as to why he did 
not reach the developmental 
milestones other children reach. 

It was not until he was two- 
and-a-half that doctors realised 
something was not right. From 
then until he was four, he had 
to have many tests. 

These hospital visits were very 
distressing for me as Aaron had 


to be put under a general 
aneasthetic because he couldn’t 
keep still for any length of time. 
Sometimes they didn’t get the 
amount of aneasthetic quite 
right for his body weight and 
he would fight against it. This 
was frightening to watch. 

In October 1996 he was 
finally diagnosed as having a 
rare condition called 
holoprosencephaly (HPE). It 
was a relief to have a name for 
our son’s disability although we 


STALRLI-E YTS 


For the finest Quality and Service 
_in New & Reconditioned Stairlifts! 


At Caremor Stairlifts we have 
a wealth of knowledge and 
experience that will help 
guide you to the best and 
most cost effective solution 
to your stairlift needs. 


Free Design & Planning 
Wide range to choose 
from, Straight/Curved 
Fitted in less than a day 
No Disruption & 

No Damage 


Written 10 YEAR 
Warranty 


To arrange your Free Consultation and Brochure 
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she says 


did not know anything about 
HPE then. Later we learned it 
is caused through problems in 
brain development. No two 
children with HPE are the same 
and in some cases the condition 
can be very severe and children 
die a few months after they are 
born. 

We are fortunate that Aaron 
has a more mild form of HPE 
but this still affects his 
behaviour — he is hyperactive, 


has problems with his eyesight, — 


DAVID PEARSON 


poor concentration levels and 
has limited speech. 

Aaron attends Russett Special 
School in Weaverham as he 
could not manage in 
mainstream education. There 
he receives speech and 
physiotherapy and has 
improved slightly over the years 
although it is still hard work 
looking after him. This is 
especially true when we go out 
shopping and Aaron swears, 
spits and bites. People think 
that because he looks fine, he 
should have the normal 
behaviour of an eight-year-old 
and look at me as if lam to 
blame. We have been told to 
give Aaron medicine to calm 
him down but we find it makes 
him worse. 

Prior to Aaron’s birth, we had 
other worries. The results of 
blood tests indicated that it was 
possible we could have a baby 
with Down’s Syndrome. I could 
not have an amniocentesis to 
check so we had to wait until 
the pregnancy was over to find 
out whether our son had 
Down’s. The worry over this 
did not prepare us for his 
holoprosencephaly as 
ultrasound scans cannot detect 
its more mild forms. 

When we did find out our son 
had HPE, we had no one to 
talk to. [had many contacts 
through the Northwich 


OUR COMMITMENT 
To work with you to achieve 
solutions that meet your 
moving & handling needs 


reasons why 

we believe we 
can fulfil your 
requirements: 


1. We listen 
to you. 


2. We ask 


questions. 


3. We 
understand 
your aims. 


Parents-in-Need Support 
Group (PINS) — which I had set 
up two years before to provide 
support for parents of children 
with different disabilities, so I 
began ringing to see what ee oa 
could find out. 

After a week of phone calls, I 
found a couple in Hampshire 


whose son had died with severe | 


HPE as a baby. They had been 


through the same experience as © 


me and they helped me to get 
in touch with other parents. I 
found talking to others very 
helpful but I realised that if I 
was in a minority with Aaron, 


what chance would anyone else | 


have of finding a family with 
whom they could share and 
compare different problems? 
This is why I decided to set up 
the Holoprosencephaly Link- 
Up so that parents who have 
children with HPE can phone 
each other and talk things 
through. 

The PINS Group has helped 
me the most — to have other 
parents around who have gone 
through the same as me. Many 
of these parents have children 
with autism. Aaron has some 


of the same difficulties as these | 


children so we have-a lot in 
common. We meet every 
fortnight and sometimes we 
organise a speaker to talk 
about a particular disability. 
There is now some evidence 
that HPE might be linked to a 
genetic disorder and a study 
looking into this is being 
carried out in the States. 


Through the Holoprosencephaly 


Support Group, I have sent 
blood samples and medical 
information to the Children’s 


Hospital of Philadelphia to find 


out whether I am a carrier for 
HPE and am now waiting for 
the results. 

I have a daughter Bryany who 
is 12 and so I don’t want any 
more children, but I would not 
advise parents who have 
children with HPE to have any 


more — Aaron is very loving but | 


he is very demanding. 


For information and advice, 
contact the Northwich PINS 
Group and Holoprosencephaly 
Link-up tel: (01606) 782517, 
Contact-a-Family tel: 0171-383 
3555 or 

the Holoprosencephaly 
Support Group (HSG) tel: 
(01420) 473065. 


The HSG is holding an HPE 
conference, 9.30am-Spm on 

11 July, 1998 at the Royal Toby 
Hotel in Castleton, Rochdale, 
Greater Manchester. 


Whether you 
Heed oO. getet hat 
cheque into your 
bank, or whether you 
just fancy going out 
for a spot of fishing, 
you can now afford to get there in comfort 


and style with the Ford ‘Motability’ scheme. 


There's a wide range of Escort models 


available to suit you, and many come 


TIM ROBERTS GOES TO 
THE BANK IN HIS. 


equipped with standard features including 

POWER STEERING, CENTRAL LOCKING and 
AIR CONDITIONING. 

So, if you like the idea of driving around 

in a new Escort or another Ford model, give 

us a ring on 0800 240 241 

(quoting reference M105) 

and well send you our 


FREE Ford ‘Motability’ Information Pack. 


ESCORT. WHAT DO YOU DOIN YOURS? 


C=» SM otability 


—S— 


This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 
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MADE IN CHESTER 


YOUNG DISABLED PEOPLE DO IT TOO: The 


Young Disabled People’s 
eaten vmsitte YOUNG DISABLED 


! 
Chester, has produced a PEOPLE DO IT TOO! 


series of positive image N\ 
postcards on the themes [4 
of Youth, Disability & 


Sexuality. 


The postcards were 
created by local young 
disabled people who 
wanted to challenge the 
often held view that 
disabled people have no 
sexual identity. 


Disabled People, - probably the 
greatest lovers in the world! 


() Monday on the kitchen 
floor, Tuesday the wardrobe, 
Wednesday 


Owith Style 
Cipe I look like Claire Rayner? 
(nen offi 


Stupid Question No. 154 


Working with cartoonist Angela Martin and Chester 
Health Promotion Unit, a series of postcards were 
developed which drew upon people’s own personal 
experiences and aspirations. 


The Young Disabled People’s Project is funded by 
the National Lottery Charities Board and aims to 
support young disabled people to take greater 
control of their lives and to play an active role in the 
community they live in. 


THE GUIDE: The project has also produced “The 
Guide” which is an easy to use booklet on accessible 
places to eat, drink and shop in Chester. 


To find out more about the project and 
how to order copies of the postcards 
and the guide, contact: 

Brian Hilton, The Young Disabled 
People’s Project 
Dial House, Hamilton Place, Chester 
CH1 2BH 

Ay oe Tel/Minicom: 01244 345655 
ayaa es (postcard & guide) 
O bon. Ott Tel/Minicom: 01244 315025 
DIAL HOUSE (project information) 
E-mail: ydpchester@compuserve.com 
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YOUNG DISABLED PEOPLE DO IT TOO! 


od 


After all the condoms were gone Steve and 
Malek had to improvise with the rubber dingy! 


YOUNG DISABLED PEOPLE DO IT TOO! 


Ore 


Dont rush 
to. Th inking! 


BisexvAL. 


Our Rights, Our Lives, Our Choices! 


YOUNG DISABLED PEOPLE DO IT TOO! 


HESTER is a city full of 

interest and history;famous "9 
for the Rows, City Walls, Roman 
and Civil War history. : 


Chester is also one of the most 
attractive and popular shopping 
areas in the country. 


As part of our aim to make 
Chester a barrier-free city we have 
opened a Shopmobility scheme. 
Based conveniently close to the 
main shopping areas and the 
historic centre, the facility offers 
easy to use electric scooters and 
other mobility aids together with 

~ orange badge parking. 


vyOn seeker |” 


Rod Hermeston 
looks at the Disability 
Discrimination Act 


Disabled people who think they 
have been badly treated by 
employers can now turn to the 
law for help. But experts think 
that does not always mean they 
will win. 

The 1995 Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) gave 
disabled people the right to 
demand that employers make 
reasonable adjustments and do 
not treat them less favourably 
than other people. 

The Act covers everything 
from recruitment and training 
to promotions, redundancy and 
dismissal. 

To qualify under the DDA the 
disabled person must have or 
have had a physical or mental 
impairment with a substantial 
and long-term adverse effect on 


- their ability to carry out 


normal day to day activities. 

The Act also covers those who 
have progressive conditions so 
long as the condition has an 
effect, and those whose 


Concern: Rubenstein 


conditions are alleviated by 
medical treatments. People who 
have recovered from a disability 
may also be covered. 

The employment provisions 
of the Act affect employers 
with 20 or more staff (though 
there are exceptions, such as 
police officers and fire 
fighters). That still exempts 95 
per cent of employers. The 
Government is reviewing the 20 
employee rule and could lower 
it by December. 

Discrimination may occur 
when an employer treats a 
disabled person less favourably 
than someone else because of 
their disability, or if the employer 
fails to make reasonable 
adjustments. An adjustment 
could include providing an 
accessible room for interviews or 
equipment for the job. 

A job applicant or employee 
who feels discriminated against 
can take a case to an Industrial 
Tribunal but legal aid is not 
available to pay for 
representation. 

Cases have to go to the 
Advisory, Conciliation and 
Arbitration Service (ACAS) first. 

If they cannot resolve the 
dispute it can go to a tribunal 


Law lets us down 


which has the power to award 
compensation or recommend 
adjustments. 

Disabled people can contact 
their union, law centre, Citizens 
Advice Bureau, or a disability 
organisations for advice, while 
The Employers’ Forum on 
Disability can provide 
information to employers. 

Barbara Tarling was the first 
person to win a case ata 
Tribunal under the DDA, when 
she won £1,200 from Wisdom 
Toothbrushes. She then got her 
job back (DN August 1997). 
She says: “Apparently it has 
helped other people and I am 
pleased that it is encouraging 
them to fight.” 

But fighting is not easy. The 
Government is to introduce a 
Disability Rights Commission 
with education, investigation 
and enforcement powers by the 
year 2,000, (DN May). 
Problems with the current law 
would seem to highlight the 
need for this. 

Caroline Gooding, chair of 
the Trade Union Disability 
Alliance, says: “There are 
problems all the way. There is 
the issue of whether people 
know there is a law which 
applies to them and _ have 
access to good advice and 
someone who will negotiate on 
their behalf. 

“Any law is going to be scary 
to invoke. It is useful to be ina 
trade union so they can 
negotiate on your behalf. 


First lady: Barbara Tarling was the first person to win an industrial tribunal under the DDA wenpy Turner 


Making legal aid available 
would be a great step forward.” 

While the Commission is 
important, it needs money to 
do its job, she says. 

Michael Rubenstein, co-editor 
of the journal Equal 
Opportunities Review, says 
tribunals are turning away 
cases which should be heard, 
believing that a person is not 


symptoms removed by 
medication. “Tribunals are 
simply over-looking parts of 
the law in terms of the 
definition of disability. There is 
a great deal of inconsistency.” 
He argues that the definition 
is flawed because it does not 
treat some people who cannot 
do their job as disabled simply 
because they can do day to day 


they are not, or because of a 
genetic predisposition to a 
condition. 

So the law is still a bit of an 
ass. But campaigners agree that 
it is better than nothing. 


The Emloyers’ Forum on 
Disability tel: 0171-403 3020. 
A new booklet of guidance on 
employment rights under the 


DDA is available from job cen- 
tres, through the DDA's infor- 
mation line 0345-622 633, or 
textphone 0345-622 644. 


tasks, while it fails to protect 
people who are discriminated 
against because someone else 
thinks they are disabled when 


disabled under the legal 
definition within the Act. For 
instance, tribunals may exclude 
people who have their 


TT Pylon 


Don’t be shocked... 


Blatchford’s unique TT 

(telescopic and torsional) © 30° of rotation in each 

Pylon incorporates axial direction 

compression and a torque ¢ 8mm vertical travel during 

absorber in one compact normal walking 

package. ¢ Suits all 35mm foot/ankle 
assemblies 

A maximum movement of ¢ Connects to any Endolite 

13mm ensures smooth vertical male pyramid fitting 


deceleration at heel strike and ° Weight 0.48 g 
an improved push-off. 


Refer to your prosthetist 
More comfort for any lifestyle. 


..Let Endolite TT smooth the way 


JL WOGIINIS! 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG22 4AH 
Telephone: 01256 465771 Facsimile: 01256 479705 


Disabilitynow July 1998 


" 20Comment 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 
E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


DLA assessment highlights 
problems for the review 


The Government may be 
reviewing the way in which 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) is administered (DN 
June), but that’s not enough. 
Adjudicating officers (AOs) 
cannot make a fair decision on 
the basis of inaccurate medical 
reports, coloured by ignorance 
and prejudice. 

When I was assessed, I was 42, 
with a history of ME, a malig- 
nant breast lump, a balance 
disorder which also affects my 
vision, and osteoporosis. 

On the day, I was a little more 
anxious than usual, probably 
because I was about to have a 
fourth operation following the 
discovery of yet another lump. 

Here are some of the comments 
which the doctor included 
under clinical findings: 

“Rather intense young lady — 
seen in her bedroom. Lives with 
parents in well-off area but 
house rather bleak inside, old 
worn rugs/carpets. Her room 
needed decorating and was full 
of clutter...Said she was a 
doctor of medical psychology 


and seemed rather too proud of 
all her academic/scientific achieve- 
ments — certainly not humble!!” 

He denied there was any sign 
of physical disability and even 
questioned the diagnosis of 
breast cancer. Although he 
could have checked (part of my 
left breast is clearly missing and 
I have a document confirming 
the malignancy), he chose not 
to. Instead, he seemed to 
suggest I had made the whole 
thing up. 

No applicant should be 
refused DLA solely on the basis 
of a negative medical report 
from a GP working for the 
DSS. If there is a discrepancy 
between the self-assessment 
and the medical report, the AO 
should be obliged to seek 
further evidence from a 
physician named by the patient 
on the application form. 

What happened to me was 
not just personally distressing, 
but also a waste of valuable 
time and resources. 

Ellen Goudsmit, 
Teddingon, Middlesex 


Users make voucher scheme work 


It was with great interest that I 
read your article about the 
NHS wheelchair voucher 
scheme (DN April). I am dis- 
mayed at the overall attitude of 
defeat shown by the wheelchair 
services. 

However, there is one 
wheelchair service that has 
been successful in the 
administration of the scheme — 
Shropshire. It is no coincidence 
that the service has a very active 
users group attached to it. 

When the voucher scheme 
came about, the group met and 
carefully studied the criteria for 
issuing chairs with the 
wheelchair service manager. We 
have made it work. 

In fact in 1994/5 our group 
was trying to make a voucher 
scheme work in our area, but 
could not because of a lack of 
money (we were trying to 
create it from the existing 
budget). Now some financial 
backing is available, the scheme 
can work. 


DN’s welfare 
threat headline 
was right 


I am writing in response to the 
letter from Paul Keen, head of 
disability service, Employment 
Service, Sheffield (DN June). 
Due to recent changes in the 
benefits system, if I was found 
a job under the New Deal and 
later discharged for whatever 
reason, I would not receive 
income support based on Job 


I cannot stress enough the 
importance of having active 
feedback from users. The 
service has sought to improve 
its provision no end. 

While each regional wheel- 
chair service is ploughing the 
extra money into its budget to 
provide electrical powered 
indoor/outdoor chairs, the 
scheme will come to an end 
when the three years are over 
and they will have to find extra 
cash to continue. However, 
those services who use the money 
for which it was intended will 
be able to seek continued funding, 

So I would appeal to all those 
wheelchair services who are not 
using the funding properly to 
form a wheelchair users group 
and get the system to work. 
Trevor Mytton 
Secretary 
The Shropshire Wheelchair 
Users Group 


Your headline story about the 
lack of use of the wheelchair 


Seeker’s Allowance (JSA) 
towards my mortgage for 12 
weeks, by which time I would 
be made homeless. 

Paul Keen conveniently fails 
to mention this. It is people like 
him that tip disabled people 
over the edge. 

Your headline “Job plan 
welfare threat” (DN February) 
was absolutely right to suggest 
that the benefit of disabled 
people claiming JSA is at risk. 
Allan Roberts 
Whitehall, 

Bristol 


“A universal new way to enjoy your freedom” 


FIAT SCUDO 


DAIHATSU 


‘VW CARAVELLE 


FIAT FIORINO 


* Models shown are just a selection of our 
range please telephone and ask for details. 


MERCEDES ‘Vv’ 
CLASS & VITO 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire. HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 ¢ Fax: 01484 400796 « website: www.universal-mobility.co.uk. 


NATIONAL SALES HOTLINE: 0345 413348 (charged at local rate) 
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voucher scheme says it was 
launched in 1996. 


Our local authority is Kirklees / 
and they issue a magazine from | 


the Kirklees Federation of 
Disabled People. The April 
edition informed us that this 
voucher scheme started from 1 
April 1998. 


I phoned our wheelchair ser- | 
vices and was told that not all | 
authorities had previously had | 
use of the scheme. If this is cor- | 
rect, it is not surprising that | 
only £225,000 of £7 million | 


available has been used. 
L Smith 
Mirfield, W. Yorkshire 


Heading the 
wrong way 


Your headline “Kids gain from 
mums’ milking” (DN May), 
perplexed me. 

Unless one is to assume that 
the assistant director of 
education referred to in the 
article is a woman, and there is 
no reason to do so, then one 
must conclude that either it is 
always mothers, never fathers, 
who seek special education 
help for their children; or it is 
not always mothers who do so, 
but it is always mothers who 
behave in the manner deplored 
by the article; or the headline 
betrays misognyist sentiment. 
Christine MacLeod 
London NW10 


by Dan Batten 


Smells like mean spirit 


A man who lost an arm and a 
leg in an accident several years 
ago has had his benefits cut. 
Cuts such as this one are 
intended to get people to 
“stand on their own two feet”. 
Rather contradictory, when you 
consider that money is the fun- 
damental crutch which keeps 
people upright. 


Don a runner 
A wheelchair using mafia drug 
trafficker has managed to evade 
Italian police surveillance 
which is supposed to track his 
movements between trials. 
Pasquale Cuntrera was freed 
due to a technicality when he 
decided to dodge the plod, with 
subsequent searches for him 
proving fruitless. 

Must be tough. I can imagine 
the Cosa Nostra’s (CN) ranks 
are streaming with such suspects, 


displaying Armani tailored seat ~ 


covers and miniature arm rest- 
mounted gun turrets as integral 
design features on every CN 
supplied wheelchair. 


Celebrity comment 21 


TV doctor fits the bill 


GMITV's Dr Hilary Jones explains how he uses his medical and media skills to put the 
message across about the work of the National Society for Epilepsy 


One in 20 people will have a and imagine what I would feel a poster campaign to tell is coming from we might one 

seizure at some time in their like if I was hearing what they people about epilepsy and try day be able stop seizures from 

lives which can bea very fright- _ are being told. I know it is to eradicate it. happening, so I think the future 
_ ening experience. This does not — important to be clear and not If doctors can identify where looks pretty bright. 

mean these people will goonto —_ use medical jargon. the abnormal electrical activity 


develop epilepsy, which happens This year the NSE is running in the brain that causes epilepsy | NSE helpline: (01494) 601400 Hilary Jones: jargon-free doc 
if their seizures are recurrent, 
but everyone should realise that 
we can all have seizures brought 
about through stress or too 
much alcohol. 

This is one of the things I try 


to highlight in my work for the — , Can din avi an Mob ility 
BNSE) fist became involved The Complete Range 


with the charity when I was Pp A 

asked to take part in the launch ressure Area Care Lee 2 4 \ daptability 
of its new Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI) scanner in 1995. 
This is the only MRI scanner in 
Europe. It is used solely for 
research into the causes of 
epilepsy and is particularly 
useful for people who have 
types of epilepsy which are 
more difficult to control. 


RoHo Quadtro Cushion es Spectra Children’s 
os Power 
Chair 


; ; RoHo dry floatation technology - an : 3 "eons Children's ; ; 

F ; power chairs specially 
I use my broadcasting skills to extensive range of cushions and Pe TexonddMageron sith she child:full 
try to break down some of the mattresses offering optimum pressure : ' adjustable, with easy to use SOR), 


stigmas surrounding epilepsy — distribution together with positioning : 
ae and postural benefits ; 
to tell people that it is not Rugged construction & chunky tyres cope 
associated with violent or easily with uneven ground; anti-tip wheels 
aggressive behaviour and that i teas ite? § and articulated suspension give stabtlity Value for Money 
people should not be ST aa gan rind 
discriminated against because : Rea Comfort P a 
they have the condition. ; | Monel hair 
There is still prejudice around 
people with epilepsy. If you 
mention it at a job interview, 
people say: “We don’t want an 
epileptic working for us”. This 
attitude is crazy as there is nd 
reason why someone taking 


Modern bodywork styling, with 


medication for epilepsy cannot User tilt and recline together with é 
do the job just as well as padded seat and back give comfort ee yeti gbe. Jor. rene 
anyone else. and support for the more active he aaah ashes? 
I think language is important ES see es 
—it has been helpful to get awa Pp ‘cali f Z G 
from the ee hae S Eas Quatity of Life ~ omfort 
“rand mal” and “petit mal” Helix H9 Profiling Bed & 


Manual Therapeutic Mattress Assist Manual 
= : aD Chair 


because there are so many other 
forms of seizures. 

People should not say “IJ am 
an epileptic.” It implies they are 
the victim of their disorder, 
when in fact epilepsy is just one 
medical condition that they 
happen to have. 


I have to admit the medical Liked belt con eal Modem profiling beds give support when 


smart painted frame . 
profession have been guilty of Heed, One er eave ONAL 7 Carers multi-adjustable tilt and 
recline chair with wide range of 


this, with doctors labelling ee 
: Bes: ’ : ir 13902 st 1 options. Unique shaped backrest for 
patients by their diagnosis. This Some ante. {) ee “ea i ae . fad on 
is terrible and we have got to aga: ‘ ny oul 4 
get better at treating patients as AC ASCSERG.AEaliS.Ole Nenu + Mattresses ¢ a 
whole people. :Seati yste Pow | £ E SIL) SPP c= a 

As a practising GP I meet Ree ae Anes i} Mart ReiRe Me acre 2 
many people with epilepsy. ‘ be e 2 Cees a i 2) ih : = ee oe Rem | SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY 
They ask me plenty of = Be po ae ee 4 od 
questions such as “How long z fe ht 
do I need to take my 
medication for?”or “Will it be 
all right if I drive?” I try to use 
my medical degree to help 
people to understand about 
epilepsy and other conditions. I 
put myself in the patient’s shoes 


Scandinavian Mobility UK Limited 
Unit C Tyson Courtyard 
Weldon South Industrial Estate 
Corby Northants NNI18 8AZ 


Tel 01536 267660 Fax 01536 402507 
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The Freedom Garden (above): 
with accessible surfaces and 
tactile plants was awarded a 
bronze medal. 


Sponsors (left): Scope’s vice 
chairman Peter Clery, Action 
for Blind People’s chief execu- 
tive Stephen Remmington and 
DN editor Mary Wilkinson, 
with actress Fiona Fullerton, 
who with Jane Asher, offici- 
ally opened the garden. 


The WNlorther sz 


MOBI TY 
roadshow 


SHLFFIELD IS 


14/15/16TH AUGUST 1998 “<_ 


: 


pe 


Test Track 

Massive car range 
Powered wheelchairs 
4-8mph vehicles 
Huge range of 
mobility aids 

Advice and 
information agencies 


Bring your driving licence! 

Visit the show of the north and see the 
marvellous progress being made in the 
manufacture of mobility aids in most 
sectors. It’s free entry, and easy 
access - don’t miss it! 


eB 
03 5355 
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Chelsea come up $s 


Lisa Hitchen went up the garden path to cheg¢ 


One of the most important 
things about the Chelsea 
Flower Show is that “you pick 
up ideas”, said Anne Davies as 
she toured the 1998 Chelsea 
Flower Show, which was pro- 
moted as the biggest and best 
in the show’s 110 year history. 

Designers have limited space 
on the tiny Royal Hospital site 
but that certainly does not 
limit their imagination. There 
was an electic mix of gardens, 
products and blooms, and 
something for everyone. 

Anne is a keen gardener who 
first began growing seeds in a 
windowbox when she got mul- 
tiple sclerosis. 

As chair of the Centre for 
Accessible Environments, she 
offered advice on The Freedom 
Garden which was designed to 


* wit 


Window box displays 


cater for people whatever their 
disability. Anne also had a 
keen eye for access all over the 
rest of the Chelsea site. 
Sponsored by Action for 
Blind People, Scope and DN, 
The Freedom Garden has 


raised beds, textured surfaces 
and wide paths. 

The garden also has a shady 
gazebo with a low table and a 
wind chime. A low work sta- 
tion allows wheelchair users to 
do their potting with garden 
tools designed for people with 
limited arm movements. 

Equally as important, 
though, was the look of the 
garden. Anne said: “This gar- 
den has something for anyone 
who has a disability but the 
main thing is that it doesn’t 
look as if it is a garden for dis- 
abled people.” 

Stephen Remmington, chief 
executive for Action for Blind 
People, said: “Most visually 
impaired people have some 
degree of sight so colours are 
very important as is high con- 
trast. Smell is also important 
and so is sound like the run- 
ning water and textures like 
the spiky pines and the differ- 
ent floor surfaces.” 

Designer Geoffrey Whiten, 
who has a mobility impair- 
ment, was very pleased with 
the quality of plants supplied 
by Scope’s garden supplier, 
Thorngrove Horticultural 
Centre. He said: “These plants 
were really to exhibition stan- 
dard and a lot of professional 
companies did not have such 
quality plants — show stoppers 
were the Aquilegia Bluebird 
and the Primula vialii.” 

Peter Clery, vice-chairman of 
Scope said: “I like the wall — if 
you were blind I imagine you 
could find your way around 
because it is so tactile.” 

The garden was placed ina 
prize draw in the magazine 
Horticulture Week aimed at 
local authorities and colleges. 
Actress Nerys Hughes chose 
the winner, East Lothian 
District Council, and the gar- 
den will now be transferred to 


Look it up before you dig it up! 


The Disabled Living Foundation (DLF) 
is giving DN readers the chance to 
buy its practical gardening guide, A 
Garden for You, for 25 per cent off 
the usual price. The book includes 
tips on aids and equipment to make 
weeding and planting more of a plea- 
sure than a chore. 

Send your name and address with a 
cheque for £4.50 (inc. p&p) to DN/A 
Garden for You Offer, DLE, 380-384 
Harrow Road, London, W9 2HU or 
call 0171-289 6111 ext.219. Offer ends 
31 August 1998. Offer not open to DN 
or DLF staff/associates. 
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lic park in Scotland where its ben- 
vill be put to the test. 

ther favourite for Anne was the 
alist’s Garden, designed by the 

ale Garden Centre, which con- 

1a variety of plants for medicinal 
erbaceous uses and was guarded 
‘o stone, steam-breathing dragons. 
Il Gilmore from the charity Sense, 
s deaf and has visual impairments, 


e em all: the Do It All Garden 


d to plant the garden. Although it 
nany steps and was not particular- 
eelchair-friendly, Anne loved it. 
aid: “This is really touchy-feely 
he smell of all the scents really hits 


<t stop was the Help the Aged 

for Age Garden. Its designer 

1 Green told DN: “My brief was to 
mething theatrical to celebrate the 
of the actors who work for Help 
ged, so I created three distinct 

— a garden of mime, a garden of 
ls and a garden of sound and move- 
with mirrors, recorded voices, 

t jets and metal sculptures.” 

Anne could not get onto this site 
said: “This garden is not designed 
Ider people.” 


alling of roses? 


accessibility at this year’s Flower Show with a Chelsea regular 


disabled visitors in the Chelsea 
Flower Show Guidebook. 

Jess Dines, a wheelchair user 
for the Gardening for the 
Disabled Trust said: “This is 
my first visit to Chelsea and I 
think it is a shame that the 
stalls were not accessible. 
What they could have done is 
have a level pathway linking up 
with the stalls so that people in 
wheelchairs could get onto 
them. I can’t see that this 
would be very difficult to do.” 

Lady Hilier of the Hilier 
Garden Centre has visited 
Chelsea every year for 64 years 
and uses a wheelchair to tour 
the site. “I find Chelsea quite 
good on the whole but then I 


are, tks 

Oe ae el 

Prince Charles meets Anne Davies and designer Geoffrey Whiten 
ADRIAN BROOKES PHOTOGRAPHY 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


The idea behind the Do It All 
Garden was to have something 
which could be enjoyed by any 
member of the family, whatever 
their age. Designer Alan 
Sargent said: “We have lots of 
textures here with a sheltered 
patio, lawn, children’s play- 
house which can double up for 
bird-watching and a raised 
octagon-shaped pool.” Anne 
was very impressed: “There is a 
camomile seat by the pool 
where someone who is less 
mobile could sit and put their 
fingers in the water.” 

Products which caught Anne’s 
eye included the Nitrile Safety 
Cuff gloves (£7) by Town and 
Country, tel: (01530) 830990. 
Anne said: “These have a spe- 
cial coating on them and they 
are easy to get into and are very 
comfortable.” She also liked 
their new ankle boot range 
(£20-£25). “These are easy to 
get on and off and not too heavy 
—a lot of wellies are very heavy.” 

Another plus was the news 
that there was around 40 per 
cent more hard flooring in the 
Grand Marquee than last year. 
Chelsea’s operations manager, 
Nick Yarsley, told DN: “We 
have four disabled toilets this 
year and some of the main toi- 
lets can also be accessed by 
people with less severe mobility 
disabilities. All the catering 
areas also have ramps.” 

Anne was not impressed by 
the disabled toilet she tried. She 
said: “The ramp is very steep 
and it is difficult for the person 
pushing the chair to come in 
behind and close the door. The 
height of the toilet is too high 
and there is a great difficulty 
getting on and off it. The prior- 
ity next year must be to get this 
right.” 

There is still no section for 


have a strong pusher,” she said. 

Wheelchair users who are 
members of the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) 
can enter a draw to win access 
to the show on the first after- 
noon. People accompanying 
wheelchair users can also get 
into the show free regardless of 
whether they are members of 
the RHS. 


The Quarry Man’s Garden: 
(left) a home for butterflies 


Winner of 


NAIDEX 


PRODUCT 


Fully guaranteed 
Suits all baths 


No installation required - safe 
and easy to use 


Pack it in its handy travel bag 
and take it anywhere 


All components are soft so it 
won’t scratch your bath 


Allows unrestricted bathing 


To start enjoying a 


relaxing bath again call 


to arrange a demonstration 


Miowsiveecear Ope) Lid eerhe Thareewmres © 


company 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Heather wears a sundress, 
£39.95 from Long Tall Sally, 
while Rebecca models a black 
vest top, £12 from BHS. 
Rebecca's yellow top with co- 
ordinating trousers costs £12 
from C&A. Sally’s hooded 
sweatshirt is £29.95 and her 
short-sleeved body top £19.95, 
both from Long Tall Sally. 
Rebecca's white blouse is £13 
from BHS. Peter Orr wears a 
beige and green shirt, £34.95, 
and blue hipster trousers, 
£49.95, from High and Mighty. 


PICTURES OF PETER ORR BY PHIL 
MCLELLAND. ALL OTHERS BY JAMIE FACER 


WALKING AID SUFFERER! 


Sore hands, aching arms, 
general discomfort... & 


ISATECH' ™& 


ef teps oftener” 


absorbs ‘walking’ shock waves. 


A new device designed to reduce 
impact and improve mobility. 
Take your first step to a life 
of improved comfort. 

Send for our FREE brochure. 


CALL FREE 
0800 146 460 


Isatech 


International Ltd 
Suite 207, 


Sunbeam Studios, 


Sunbeam Street, 


Wolverhampton. 
WV2 4PF 
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difficulties 


“Shop ‘til you drop takes on a whole new meaning if you're not a 
standard size. Peter Baber takes to the high street to investigate 


Trying to find the right clothes 
to suit your disability is hard 
_ enough. But what if you are 
- further thwarted by being an 
unusual size: either the kind 
that towers over shocked shop 
assistants in clothing emporia 
or provokes offers of the 
child’s fare on the bus? 

Should you give in and start 
wearing army fatigues, baggy 
sackcloth or reconstructed 
bin-liners? The three people 
we found to help us do this 
month’s fashion shoot are 
adamant that you should not. 

Peter Orr has Klinefelter’s 
Syndrome, a chromosomal 
condition, which has left him 
with an unusually wide 54 
inch waist, and a 48 inch chest. 

But Peter, from Sunderland, 
hasn’t let his shape hinder 
him. He is an active member 
of the support group, the 
Klinefelter’s Syndrome Club 
UK, and has compiled a list of 
suitable clothing shops, an 
edited version of which we 
print below. 

Peter’s ideal places for 
clothes-hunting are factory 
outlet stores and he also likes 
trawling charity shops. 

_ As far as regular shops go, he 
tends to prefer independent 
outlets. These, however, can be 
hard to find, so we asked him 
to try out High and Mighty, a 
nationwide chain. 

Peter usually avoids them 
because he thinks the clothes 
are too expensive — even 
though he admits you get a 
good back-up service there. 

He was pleasantly surprised 
with one checked shirt, which 
he thought was well made and 
flattering. But when it came to 
choosing trousers he was less 
happy. The only casual ones 
were hipsters. 

“Tf there’s one sort of trouser 
I hate it’s a hipster,” he said. 


Where to buy 


High and Mighty stores 
nationwide or by mail order, 
tel: 0845-601 0212; Long Tall 
Sally stores nationwide or mail 
order, tel: 0181-649 9009; 
C&A, branches nationwide. 
For your nearest tel: 0171-629 
1244. BHS, branches nation- 
wide. For your nearest tel: 
0171 262 3288. Other shops for 
big men: North of England: 
Greenwoods, for your nearest 
tel: (01943) 876100; South of 
England: Rochester Big and 
Tall, 90 Brompton Road, 
Knightsbridge, London SW3, 
tel: 0171-838 0018 


Rebecca's asymmetric dress is 
£49.95 from Long Tall Sally 


“They are just too short to get 
over my waist and IJ have 
trouble holding them up.” 

So much for being a large 
man. What if you are a not-so- 
large but even taller woman? 
And one who uses a wheelchair 
most of the time? 

Heather Buttle, from 
Islington in London, is six foot 
tall — supermodel height. She 
also has a 31 inch inside leg but 
finds that this becomes more 
like 33 inches when she’s sitting 


Jacket, £44.95, and trousers, 
£39.95, from Long Tall Sally 


in her wheelchair. So she needs 
trousers with a very long leg 
length. 

But despite this, Heather is 
renowned in the Tall Person’s 
Club for her obsession with 
the colour purple. She even 
incorporates the word purple 
into her e-mail address (purple 
heather — geddit?). 

So Heather, too, refuses to 
give in. In fact, she finds much 
to please her in Long Tall Sally, 
another nationwide chain, 
whose London branch at least 
is reassuringly staffed mostly 
by other “tallies”. 

She was particularly 
enthusiastic about an 
asymmetrical lilac dress. It has 
two layers, each of which can 
be worn separately, and the 
design means it can be worn 
two ways around. 

Heather wasn’t sure if it was 
entirely suitable for long-term 
use in a wheelchair, but she 
thought it was daring enough 
to want to give it a try. 

We had mfore difficulty in 
finding clothes for very small 
people. Despite a long trawl, 
we could not find a single store 
catering specifically for them. 

However, Rebecca Stern, also 
from London, who is three feet 
seven inches, manages to find 
most of what she wants in the 
children’s departments of two 
retailers — C&A and BHS. 

She points out that if trousers 
or leggings are still too long, 
she can do wonders with a pair 
of scissors. She certainly liked 
what we had for her, 
particularly the boldly 
coloured jacket and trousers. 

Her main problem was shoes. 
Rebecca can only wear 
children’s shoes, which at the 
moment have platforms and 
wedges. “I can’t believe 
children enjoy wearing these,” 
she sighed. 


256 Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 1PX 


New 1998 model 
now available 
Prices from £30,450 
including: 
Auto transmission 
Air conditioning 
Braun hydraulic lift 
Cruise control 
Central locking 
Power assisted steering 
Wheelchair tie-downs 


Options available: 


TV & VCR 

Leather interior 
Electric rear sofabed 
Underfloor lift 
Raised door kit 


ES 


Come & view our exciting new Ford 150 Hi-Top 
vehicle. Demonstrations available on request. 
Highly competitive finance package on offer. 
Generous part exchange prices on any vehicle. 

Tailor made modifications to suit your special needs. 
For further information contact our Mobility 
Department on 01227 472095 
E-mail: carsell@globalnet.com 
Website: http://www.teamtraction.co.uk 
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PaO 


Peter Orr's blazer is priced at £99.95 and his grey flannel trousers 


at £39, both from High and Mighty 
Looking for a professional 


> aan nursing agency to provide you 


with personal assistants or nurses? 


European Nursing 
Agency 


e We specialise in placing ‘live in' carers with the young 
and physically disabled. 

e All our managers have had personal experience in 
their own homes and understand the need for 
flexibility. 

® Based in St. Albans, we mainly cover London and the 

Home Counties. 


For more information call us on: 
St. Albans (01727) 850600 


Professional Care with The Personal Touch 
Licensed by the Local Authority and Department of Employment 


us VIO BT leh YG hi Ka 
an 


Call our CUSTOMER CARE LINE ON: 01895 622268 
of Rusti “Where Caring Comes Naturally” 


FREE HOME 
DEMONSTRATION<& aa) 

ON PRODUCTS 22 25 RECONDITIONED 
ADVERTISED VEHICLES FROM 


Large range of lift 
and recline chairs 
Choice of colours 


ALL BEDS 
HAVE REMOTE 
CONTROL & 


The FMS Range of 
MASSAGER 


Adjustable Beds 


£100 OFF 
ALL ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS 


Lift & 


Recliner 
Chair We have 


LUCIA \ ee 
= 2 productsto , = 
choose from. a 
2 years limited 
warranty. 
1 years free 
insurance on 
Glacier & 
Eagle 8. 


CALL OUR DEMONSTRATION HOTLINE: 


0800 7839441 


Please send me details on 
C13 & 4 Wheeled Scooters L] Adjustable beds D1 Electric Wheelchairs LJ Reconditioned 
Vehicles CJ Lift & Recline Chairs LJ Bathlifts (1 would like a free home demonstration 
Tel: 


Name: 
Address: 


Pdsteouc: 25 == eS 


Fill in and send to: FMS of RUISLIP, Mobility Centre, 76-78 Victoria Road, 
Ruislip Manor, Middlesex HA4 0AH DN7/98 © 
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The power of one voice 


The UK's biggest 
disabled drivers’ 
association 
celebrates its 50th 
— yet disabled 
drivers are still 
divided. Douglas 
Campbell reports. 


When, in 1947, Denny Denly 
headed for the Swiss Alps in his 
invalid tricycle, he cannot have 
imagined what he was starting. 

Within weeks. of his return, 
radio and press reports 
attracted many enquiries from 
other trike drivers, and it was 
not long before an association 
was suggested. In January 1948 
the first meeting was held. 

The Invalid Tricycle Assoc- 
iation later changed its name to 
The Disabled Drivers’ 
Association (DDA). 

At the DDA’s 50th anniversary 
celebration on 27 May in 
London, attended by The Duke 
of Edinburgh as patron, and 
champion racing driver Jackie 
Stewart, Denny Denly, now 
president, talked of the early days. 

The key activities then were 
self-help, advice and information, 
and campaigning. It is surpris- 
ing how much remains the same. 

From the very beginning the 
Association was managed by 
disabled people, with full 


DDA patron, The Duke of 


Edinburgh (top) and Doug The old invalid trike with (from left) DDA chair Denise Webber, preside 
Denny Denly, the Duke of Edinburgh and Vauxhall chairman Nick Reilly 


Campbell, chief executive 


membership and voting powers 
reserved to them. The DDA was 
one of the first organisations of 
disabled people and there were 
many who doubted the wisdom 
of such a radical policy. 

Self-help continues to be an 
important part of its work. 
Much of the expertise is a 
result of disabled members and 
staff passing on their experiences 
and solutions to others. 

Many concessions and 
benefits enjoyed by members 
are the result of solving earlier 
problems. Concessionary fares 
on car ferries and in the 


Channel Tunnel come from the 
days when invalid tricycles had 
to be lifted on board by crane. 
The operators accepted the 
case put forward by the 
Association that disabled 
people had to take their trans- 
port with them because it was 
as essential to them as luggage 
was to other travellers. 

Advice and information 
continue to be a significant 
daily activity. An information 
officer at the Norfolk 
headquarters gives direct advice 
to members and produces more 
general advice in Magic 


Carpet, the quarterly 
magazine, and in leaflets. 

A close working relationship 
with Motability means that 
most queries and problems in 
this area can be resolved quickly, 
from securing an orange badge 
to getting a severely disabled 
non-driver into a vehicle. 

Campaigning, started in 1948, 
has included speed limits for 
invalid tricycles, parking 
concessions (long before the 
orange badge scheme), small 
cars to replace tricycles and 
Mobility Allowance. 

The DDA works closely with 


THE VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY 


Various options of 
wheelchair access on 
the Caravelle people 

carrier, underfloor 

lifts & ramps for 
side access, ramps 
and lifts for rear 
access including 
lowering suspension: 
Prices start from 
£16,950.00 on: 

the road 


New for 1998 the 
fully tested 

Caddy — four seats 
plus a wheelchair, 
power steering, 
drivers air bag, 
stereo cassette 
player, 1.6ltr petrol 
or 1.9ltr diesel 
engines. Prices from 
approx £12,995.00 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel are a 
long established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people 
with disabilities. Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design 
and are recognised converters for VW. 


e INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 
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66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 
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ministers and officials in many 
government departments. 

Over the last year it has 
discussed the review of 
Disability Living Allowance, 
the needs of the remaining 
drivers of invalid tricycles, the 
need for many disabled people 
to go on using personal 
transport rather than public 
transport, and on-going problems 
with the orange badge scheme. 

Today there are 25,000 
members. For a £10 annual 
subscription they receive Magic || 
Carpet, access to information — 
and advice, free information 
leaflets, concessionary fares, 
RAC membership discounts, 
lower priced phone calls, a very 
competitive price on mains gas 
supplies, the chance to apply - 
for a DDA credit card and 
other offers. They also have 
their say about campaigning 
and get personally involved if 
they wish. 

Fifty years on there is still 
plenty to do. Social security 
benefits are under constant 
threat from all directions. The 
demands of the environmental 
lobby for massive reductions in 
car usage will threaten the 
mobility of all disabled people 
unless someone puts up a 
strong fight. When did you hear 
the “green brigade” mentioning | 
the needs of disabled people? 

The desire of local councils to 
pedestrianise town centres and 
drive out traffic with only 
token regard for the needs of — | 
disabled people must be fought. | 

The DDA will be doing this. 
But is it not time that disability | 
organisations got together? The | 
Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club | 
and the Disabled Motorists’ 
Federation are usually saying 
the same thing, but separately 
and at different times. Arthritis 
Care, BCODP, Polio Fellowship, 
RADAR, SCOPE, the Spinal 
Injuries Association and others 
also get involved. 

If we really want to be heard 
and taken more seriously by 
Government and the motor 
industry we must talk with one 
voice. Surely it is time to work 
together as the millennium 
comes to an end. 

In 1961 the DDA was involved | 
in setting up the Joint Committee | 
on Mobility for Disabled People. 
If member organisations took 
it seriously, maybe the lion might 
start to roar. 


Until 31 August, DN readers 
can join the DDA for only £8. 
For an application form, tel: 
(01508) 489449, fax: (01508) 
488173, or e-mail 
DDAHQ@aol.com. Mark it 
DN Reader Offer. 


Discover the liberating effects of 
PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System 


sorés - sometimes called bed sores - has been an ever- 
present and often insoluble problem. — 

Over the last generation, Pegasus Airwave Ltd has pioneered 
revolutionary products to help doctors and hospitals throughout 
the world overcome this debilitating condition. 

One of these products is the PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair 
Seating System - which we are now making directly 
available to you. 

This product truly is a new concept - people with all sorts 
of mobility problems can now get out and enjoy life outside 
the confines of four walls and a bed - giving new freedom 
to move around and get on with everyday life - a revolution 
in comfort, protection and healing. 


A technology breakthrough 


It has long been known that unrelieved pressure on skin 
- particularly near the bony parts of the body - will cut off 
the oxygen supplied by the blood. When this happens the 
tissues die. 

We designed the PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System 
to relieve this pressure at regular intervals, so allowing natural 
circulation to take place - even in vulnerable areas like the 
base of the spine and the bottom of the hips. 

It does this with a unique ‘alternating pressure cycle’. A 
system of sections in the seating cushion gently alternately 
inflate and deflate like a permanent, secure and comfortable 
massage, giving care and protection all day long. 


Results clinically demonstrated 


Low pressures are key to healthy skin and these have been 
conclusively shown’ with PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating 
System. Nothing surpasses the effectiveness of this system, 


F or thousands of years keeping mobile to prevent pressure 


... it prevents and heal 
pressure sores” 


and that is why it is recommended by clinicians for people 
even at very high risk of developing pressure sores. 
The system is so effective that it actually heals existing 
pressure sores, even the most serious and difficult ones. 
Clinical studies show this and so do our numerous case 
histories, which are freely available. 


Absolute comfort 


This system is the ultimate for comfort - from the relief 
of the awful pain when pressure sores are existing, to the 
gentle secure and 'safe' feel of posture control and stability 
that is the hallmark of PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System. 


‘Dynamic symmetrical support’ gives 
postural stability and user comfort. 


The special cushion sections of 
PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating 
System provide security and 
5} stability whilst maintaining 
J constant pressure relief. 


You could almost say that PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating 
System actually thinks with you. It automatically adjusts to 
your weight and contour on the cushion. It runs on a state- 
of-the-art 12-hour rechargeable 
system, and if your battery life 
should ever get low it will 
discreetly let you know with a 
subdued tone. However, two are 
supplied for complete peace of 
mind. It also has an interactive 


.. what you 
do with your 
new found 
liberty is 
be to you ... 
f 


remote control. Also the system fits practically any standard 
or motorised wheelchair and comes with a sophisticated but 
simple quick release facility. 


A perfect fit 


Here's how it works - it's as simple as 1-2-3 


1. The cushion and its base is fitted into you own wheelchair, 
the airline is connected and the power unit switched on. 

2. You sit on your new cushion, the cells inside inflate and 
deflate over a regular 12 minute cycle. 

3. Your risk of developing a pressure sore is greatly reduced 
and any sores you might already have will heal much 
more quickly. 


It really is as simple as that! 


Assistance to freedom 


PRO-ACTIVE Wheelchair Seating System is a wonder for 
getting active again - for being sociable, mobile and getting 
out and about. 


All Pegasus Airwave Ltd products have a full warranty and 
a service back up from regional centres throughout the UK. 


We produce world-beating products for solving problems 
of pressure area care. It is our life, and our success. We 
can now pass this on directly to you. 


If you would like further information on the PRO-ACTIVE 
Wheelchair Seating System one of our staff will be pleased 
to help. 


Here's how to contact us, There are four ways - use whichever is easiest for you:- 


1. FREEPHONE: 0800-716243 2. FREEFAX; 0800-374821 3. FREEPOST; Pegasus Airwave, FREEPOST, PO Box 95, Banbury, Oxon 0X16 OBR 
4. E-MAIL - maurice@stormark.|td.uk 


If you are posting to us, or faxing, don't forget to give us your name 
and address. A coupon is provided here for your postal response. 
F™ © 1998 Pegasus Airwave 
“om, __ Limited. PEGASUS, PEGASUS 
AIRWAVE, PRO-ACTIVE, and 
the associated device marks 
are Trade Marks of Pegasus 
Airwave Limited. 
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A city of past 
splendours 


In the first of two 
features on Summer 
outings DN looks at 
UK attractions. First 
Christopher Goodall 
goes to York 


Pale grey medieval walls 
surround most of this ancient 
city, with their turreted stone 
gateways or “bars”. 

From certain vantage points 
there are superb views of the 
Minster. Between Bootham Bar 
and Monkgate, for example, 
you can see the Deanery and 
the north side of the Minster 
with its Five Sisters Windows. 

The city walls are too narrow 
for wheelchairs, and are often 
approached by steps. They can 
be tackled cautiously by people 
with sticks, but there are 
stretches without handrails — 
and long drops! 

In spring, the grass banks 
below the walk are smothered 
in daffodils, but at anytime of 
year to walk the city walls is to 
gain a magical view of the city: 

The heart of York is surely its 
Minster. You get tantalising 
views of this huge building 


when turning odd corners in 
the town. From Stonegate, for 
example (a pedestrianised 
street with ancient inns and 
shops) there are stunning views 
of the great Rose Window. 

Wheelchair users enter the 
Minster via a steep ramp to one 
of the doors:in the West Front. 
Much of the interior is 
accessible, but not the towers 
and crypt. For visually 
impaired people there are 
audiotaped guides and a tactile 
model of the Minster’s exterior. 

A “road train” takes you from 
the Minster to the National 
Railway Museum in Leeman 
Road. There are disabled 
parking spaces near the doors 
to the South Hall. 

A lift leads to each end of a 
tunnel that connects with the 
Great Hall, where steam and 
diesel locomotives stand 
around a turntable, including 
the record-breaking ‘Mallard’. 

Almost all of the museum is 
wheelchair accessible, a new lift 
giving access to the balcony 
where special exhibitions are 
held. There is a platform café 
and a museum shop, as well as 
two disabled toilets. 

Coming here takes me back to 


Pann 
Maisie 
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Giants of the past: Christopher Goodhall at the National Railway Museum, York 


my childhood when steam 
engines seemed so huge. And 
when I am in my wheelchair the 
engines assume their former size. 

Furthermore, a trip to this 
museum is a special treat for 
me because I can manage to get 
around the exhibits on my own. 
But help is there if I need it. 

A relative newcomer to York 
is the Jorvik Viking Centre, 
which is accessible to 
wheelchairs. One of the “time 
cars” that glide through the 
reconstructed Viking village 
can take a wheelchair. 

There are prerecorded village 
sounds and even smells. Each 
time car has a helpful recorded 
commentary. Like York itself it 
is a ride back into history. 

York Minster, tel: (01904) 
624426. Yorvik Viking Centre, 
tel: (01904) 643211. National 
Railway Museum, tel: (01904 
621261. 


ACCESSIBLE 


A new full-colour holiday guide 


DISCE&VERING 


WALES 


Holidays for disabled people to enjoy with 
family & friends. Providing objective, 
reliable access and quality information on: 


WHERE TO STAY ¢ THINGS TO DO 
PLACES TO VISIT * ATTRACTIONS TO ENJOY 


For your FREE copy please write to: 
Wales Tourist Board, Dept AW02, 
Davis Street, Cardiff CF1 2FU 
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Making a splash: Tideway Saila 


It's plain sailing for 
Clare Gray 


I was taught to sail in dinghies 
by my godfather when I was 
nine. It was very exciting and 
sometimes far too frightening. 

The only way to stop it being 
so frightening was by knowing 
what I was doing — that came 
from experience. I lived for and 
dreamed of sailing — the 
freedom; the sound of water 
rippling under the boat and 
being in control — just. 

Now, 50 years later and 
disabled with arthritis, 1am 
still sailing. I have to rely on 
someone else being in control 
of the balance of the boat, but 
all the delight is still there, plus 
that of being involved in 
Tideway Sailability and making 
sailing happen for anyone, 
whatever their disability. 

Tideway has been alive since 
1981 when a group of disabled 
people got together to form 
their own club in order to 


make sailing possible for others: 


like them. 

Now based at Surrey Docks, 
with the support of the London 
Borough of Southwark, it is 


ake 


Water load of fun 


PATRICK HARRISON 


possible to get out onto the 


Thames through the lock — tide | 


and wind allowing. 

Tideway is no longer unique. 
Opportunities for disabled 
people and their carers are 
springing up over the country. 
The national charity Sailability 
encourages sailing clubs to 
provide facilities for people 
with disabilities. 

So how do you find out where 
such clubs and centres exist? 

You become a member of 
Sailability (tel: (01703) 627400), 
which is free. You will receive 
their magazine which tells you 
what’s going on and where. 

Charges vary but are usually 
not high. Sailing centres run 
courses which you pay for, but 
this leaves you free of 
commitment. But you need to 
have a loyalty to a club, as you 
are part of a joint enterprise. 

Tideaway, would be delighted 
if anyone living in the London 
area would like a trial sail — 
ring Ron Cutler, tel: 0181-289 
8472 or me on, tel: 0181-858 
1822 to arrange this ona 
Thursday or a Sunday. We are 
always looking for new 
members whether disabled or 


able-bodied. 


Diana Williams 

strolls through 

treland with a 
donkey 


It had long ears, kind brown 
eyes, a soft muzzle together . 
with a very definite cross on its 
back. You guessed — a donkey! 

Recently a friend and I went 
rambling with a particularly 
loveable one in County Kerry, 
in fine weather. 

I was given a choice of 
donkeys and fell for Joan. 
Having proved that I could 
manage her, we had no trouble 
taking possession. 

We packed our limited 
belongings into the saddle bags, 
accepted a useless small scale 
map and sparse instructions 
and were on our way. For the 
first quarter mile ‘Donk’ as I 
had renamed-her attempted to 
sample every delicacy from the 
hedgerow, but I quickly 
established that I was boss. She 
then became the most perfect 
walking companion. And with 
my fingers entwined in her 
mane, she prevented many a 
tumble. 

Donk was initiated into 
going to church when we dived 
into a little roadside church to 
avoid a short sharp shower, 
but sadly only her ears kept 
dry as the porch was too small 
— it could have been tailor- 
made for my dog Mic! Pub 
attendance proved a great 
success, despite Donk creating 
a pond in the pub garden, for 
she bewitched the publican 
and his family and proceeded 
to eat all his carrots. 

Blackberrying was a source of 
great delight, even if Donk with 
her thorn-proof muzzle beat us 
to the choicest fruit. 

My fantasies about Ireland 
fell like a house of cards. There 
were no out-of-town thirst- 
quenching local pubs with an 
in-house fiddler. The newly 
prosperous Ireland, with its 
extensive house building 
programme and increased 
traffic, is swallowing up the 
grassy lanes depicted so 
delightfully in the holiday 
brochure, and sadly we were 
left meandering on tarmac. 

Heavy industrial lorries, 
agricultural vehicles and 
holiday traffic swerved and 
thundered past us, but heartfelt 
prayers to St Christopher, the 
patron saint of travellers, 
prevented us from being 
thrown into the ditch. 

The planned evening meal to 
welcome weary footsore guests 
at our pre-booked B&B did not 
materialise but we got a taxi to 
the local town. There we 


Four-legged frolics 


feasted in genuine Irish pubs, 
and wine bars packed with 
local people before returning 
exhausted to our beds. 

Sadly all good things must 
come to an end and I had to say 
a fond farewell to Donk, who 
had proved such an attraction 
on our travels. 

The mind wanders. Just 


___ It’s good news! The Hyundai Accent Coupé 1.3i 


3-door now has an automatic gearbox and power- 


assisted steering option. © 


contract hire without an advance payment’. 
~ Also available is a 5-door LSi version with 
automatic transmission and power-assisted steering, 


but an advance payment is required. 


As if this isn’t enough, it’s also available on 


es 
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imagine if Notting Hill was free 
of all cars and full of donkeys. 
But there again the donkey’s 
bray is rather distinctive and 
disturbing during the early 
hours. 


Friends forever: Dawdling duo 
Donk and Diana 


With 3 years’ Hyundai RAC assistance, 3 
years’ unlimited mileage warranty and a full 6 
years’ anti-perforation warranty, overall peace of 
mind is assured. 

For further details of our ‘Motability’ scheme 
and full information on the exciting Hyundai range 
of coupés, hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call 


free on 0800 981 981. 
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Nothing up front. 


Except power assisted steering 


and 


automatic transmission 


ACCENT. WHEN ALL YOU WANT IS EVERY : 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. ; 
Accent Coupé 1.3i (manual) at £7,899 and Accent Coupé 1.3i (automatic) at £9,099, both on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to 
Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). Optional metallic paint shown available at extra cost. Subject to status. Written details on request. 


“This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 SMotabili ty 
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A festival for 


Julie Drewitt gets 
drawn to the 
Cambridge Folk 
Festival 


The Cambridge Folk Festival 
hosts a wide array of music 
from traditional Celtic to blues. 
There is world music and a few 
pop stars too. 

Despite the “Aran jumper” 
image of folk, all sorts of people 
go, including disabled people. 

There are two main stages 
and a club tent at the festival. 

The main artists this year are 


the Levellers, Eddi Reader, plus 


all folk 


blast from the past Nick Lowe, 
and Celtic favourites 
Capercaillie. 

But the atmosphere of the 
festival derives from all the 
singers and musicians, 
impromptu music makers and 
buskers, along with the food, 
craft and clothes stalls, good 
beer and chat. 

As a disabled visitor, access is 
important to me, and the 
festival organisers, Cambridge 
City Council, have recently 
made improvements so it 1s 
now pretty good. 

Each stage area, and the club 
tent, has a special area reserved 
for disabled customers. Some 
may not like this segregated 


Mass appeal: the Cambridge crowd show their appreciation 


Enjoy the freedom to 
move around your 
home with ease again. 
Euroflex wheelchairs 
are designed to adapt 
to the individual needs 
of those less able to 
walk with confidence. 
Indoor powered models 
allow the user access to 
confined spaces and 
otherwise out of reach 
areas, whilst our robust 
outdoor wheelchairs 
also ensure stability 
even over rough 
ground. 
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The Euroflex range of wheelchairs 


Easy does It... 


For full details 


134 PUREWELL 
CHRISTCHURCH 


eae 

call 

FREEPHONE 0500 618008 

or complete the coupon and send to: 
SCANDIC REHAB LIMITED 
FREEPOST, THE COACH HOUSE 


DORSET BH23 1BR 


approach. But with a 
maximum 9,500 capacity 
crowd, some of them delighting 
in falling over you drunkenly, it 
can be a blessing and the areas 
do offer a good view 

Disabled toilets are provided 
near the enclosures. They do 
get a bit messy, but, after all, 
this is a festival. 

Other facilities include special 
parking areas, with a 
wheelchair accessible minibus 
to transport disabled people to 
the festival site. Cambridge 
Shop Mobility offers 
wheelchair and overnight 
scooter recharging facilities. 

There are also concessions 
available on ticket prices for 


ee 


benefits recipients, and those 
on Disability Living Allowance 
can take a helper with them for 
the same reduced price. 

Stewards are on hand to help 
take people to the loo. On the 
down side, the camping facilities 
are pretty basic with no showers 
available at all. 

It does rain sometimes, but I 
have never known the site to get 
waterlogged and I can get 
around fine in my scooter. 

Everyone is really friendly and 
there is always somebody to 
chat to, with after hours 
barbecues, and informal 
singing, which has included 
disability arts veteran Johnny 
Crescendo. 

Good fun, great music. That 
is the Cambridge Folk Festival. 
And for me, it is unmissable. 


For information about the 
festival, a leaflet on disabled 
facilities, and a booking form, 
tel: (01223) 457245. 


In full swing: Jools Holland entertaining at last year’s Festival 
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Ideas to get you 
out and about 


Glasgow International Jazz 
Festival, 2-5 July, Old 
Fruitmarket, Glasgow. This 
is one of Britain’s premier 
jazz festivals, with wheel- 
chair access. Contact ticket 
centre, tel: 0141-304 1800. 


Scottish Transport 
Extravaganza, 11-12 July, 
Glamis Castle, Nr Forfar. A 
display of vintage transport, 
with family entertainments. 
It has limited car parking for 
disabled visitors and — 
disabled toilets. Contact Ian 
Prentice, tel: (01307) 462496. 


Discovering Accessible 
Wales, is a free booklet with 
details of accommodation 
attractions and things to do 
for disabled people. Tel: 
(01222) 475226. 


Blackpool’s Kidz Megafest, 
during July, at various 
venues, some of which are 


accessible, will include 


Sooty’s 50th birthday 
celebrations, an air display 
by the Red Arrows and a 
Teddy Bears’ picnic. Tel: 
(01253) 478203 


The National Maritime 


_ Museum is offering special 


tours for visually impaired 
visitors. Tours will include 
the Queen’s House and the 


- Nelson Exhibition. Book 


tours 14 days in advance. 


Tel: 0181-312 6608. 


Accessible Holidays in the 
British Isles, produced by 
RADAR and the Holiday 
Care Service, giving details 
of attractions and 
accommodation, priced £7.50. 
Contact RADAR, tel: 0171- 
20 S222. 


British Tourist Authority 
and English Tourist Board, 
tel: 0181-846 9000. Wales 
Tourist Board, tel: (01222) 
499909. Scottish Tourist 
Board, tel: 0131-332 2433. 


Roman Weekend, 25-26 July, 
Archeolink Prehistory Park, 
at Insch, near Aberdeen. 
This includes re-enactments 
and activities, and has 
facilities for disabled 
visitors. Contact Lynn Ross, 
tel: (01464) 851500. 


Cardigan Bay Seafood 
Festival, 19 July, Quay 
Parade, Aberaeron, West 
Wales. This is on level 
ground, and will give the 
public the chance to find out 
about and try lobster, 
whelks, crabs, prawns and 
edible seaweed. Contact Peter 


Bottoms, tel: (01545) 571294. 
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‘Live flesh 


The Spanish 
film Live Flesh 
promises a lot 
but doesn’t 
quite live up to 
expectations. 
When one of 
the main 
characters, David, (Javier 
Bardem) is shot and paralysed, 
the film wastes no time 
dwelling on his transition to 
being a disabled person. 

It immediately leaps forward 
to show him playing wheelchair 
| basketball at the 1992 
_ Barcelona Paralympics, and 
_ establishes the character as 

strong and confident. This is 
_ probably one of the most 
_ positive images of disability in 

recent cinema. 

There is a slight feeling of 
David becoming a supercrip, 
but his sporting interest is well 
established as part of his 
character, and he does bemoan 
some of the problems of being 
a wheelchair user. 

This positive approach is let 
down by voyeuristic lingering 
on how David gets things done, 
including the obligatory 
“paralysed man making love” 
scene. There is a suggestion 
that sexual limitations have a 
major effect on his relationship 
with his wife. 

Likewise, a potentially strong 
plot is undermined by some 
unconvincing twists. The film 
revolves around a love 
pentangle, as opposed to a love 
triangle, between David and his 
wife; David’s former detective 
partner, Sanchez; Sanchez's 
wife; and Victor, the man who 
shoots and paralyses David. 

Most of the film takes place 
after Victor completes his 
prison sentence for the 
shooting, and the 
circumstances by which he ends 
up having affairs with both the 
policemen’s wives are just too 
unlikely. 

The motivation for David’s 
wife to sleep with Victor is not 
convincing and seems very 
unlikely, and the conclusion is 
unbelievable. 

However, amidst all the 
negative imagery, stereotyping 
and just plain dross about 
disability in the cinema, some 
parts of Live Flesh really stand 
out as a strong example of how 
things ought to be. 


Television review 
There is no television 


column this month because 
Chris Davies has been ill. 


A touching experience 


Blind Alphabet C, a series of 
wooden sculptures by the lead- 
ing South African artist Willem 
Boshoff, was unveiled in June 
at the National Library for the 
Blind in Stockport. 

The concept is simple yet 
powerful: to create a work of 
art where normal vision is a 
disadvantage. It is only possible 
to appreciate the work fully 
through the sense of touch, 
which sighted adults are least 
accustomed to relying on. 

As a sighted person, I admired 
the beauty of the sculptures but 
there was a different, more 
instinctive pleasure from the 
feel of the objects in my hands: 
the smoothness of the wood, 
the tiny crevices and intriguing 
shapes to be explored. 

There are dozens of pieces, 
presented in black boxes 
designed to hide the contents. 
Each box has a Braille label, — 
giving the derivation of the 
word to which the sculpture 
inside relates. The sighted 


Look out for 


The Edinburgh Festival, with 
its distinctive blend of the 
mainstream and fringe, kicks 
off next month. 

Simon Minty writes: A key 
event will be the Guardian 
Edinburgh International 
Television Festival with a 


person must rely on touch and 
the explanation read by a 
braille-user to be able to 
appreciate each object. Here, 
visually-impaired people are 
the experts and sighted people 


understanding of the power of 
touch as a means of exploring 
objects and environments. 

He commented: “I'm the one 
in the position of power here 
because I can read Braille, and 


exhibited at various galleries 
nationwide over the coming 
months, and a selection of 
sculptures will remain at the 
National Library for the Blind, 
where they may be seen by 


Each sculpture in the Blind Alphabet exhibition was inspired by a word relating to the form or texture 


dependent on them. 

I viewed the Blind Alphabet 
with Les Hankinson, of 
Tameside Blind Association, 
who applauded Boshoff’s 


session aimed at finding out 
why broadcasters 
and programme 
makers aren't 
giving more breaks 
to disabled 
presenters. 

A panel of 
producers, 
commissioning 
editors, agents and successful 
presenters will see work by 


From Scandinavia’s leading supplier of nursing beds is 
the latest development for nursing care and comfort. 
Designed to meet the requirements of the Swedish 
Institute for disabled persons, the ‘Evabed’ 
incorporates many features to assist in nursing care 
and offers a high degree of comfort for the occupant. 
All functions are electrically operated including the 
unique head pillow which is built into the back rests 
giving much greater all-round vision for the user. The 
‘Evabed’ is available with 3 or 4 section profiling and a 
full range of accessories are available. 


For further information contact: 
Sonesta (UK) Ltd, Unit 22, Bridgeway Centre, 
Wrexham Industrial Estate, Wrexham LL13 9QS. 


Tel: (01978) 664668 
Fax: (01978) 664670 
E-mail info@sonesta.co.uk 


that is very empowering. “It’s 
not often that visual art has 
any meaning for me, but this 
exhibition does.” 

Blind Alphabet C will be 


disabled presenters and offer 
helpful criticism 
and advice on how 
to find more 
openings within 
the industry. Tel: 
0171-306 8125. 


Edinburgh 


international FE STIV AL 


The CandoCo 
Dance Company 
is running a summer school on 
9-15 August, at Stoke 


See, compare, 


THE WHEELCHAIR = 
WAREHOUSE 


choose the best. 


prior arrangement and witha 
visually-impaired interpreter. 
For more information about 
the tour, Tel: 0121-449 7705. 
Libby Cross 


Mandeville, when people with 
disabilities can train with this 
integrated organisation. Tel: 
0171-704 6845. 


The Pitlochry Festival Theatre 
has audio-described perfor- 
mances of A Voyage Round My 
Father on 8 July and A Little 
Hotel on the Side on 17 July 
and 15 August. Tel: (01796) 
47680. 


The largest selection of Scooters, 
Manual & Powerchairs in the UK 


4-wheel drive off-road power chair 


Sports Chairs 


ij 


Lightweight Manuals 


PARKING AND FULLY ACCESSIBLE SHOWROOMS 


IMPARTIAL Advice from Professional Disabled People 
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New Arrivals 


Versa are proud to announce the 
birth of our newest arrival 


STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE 


2.5 diesel engine Power steering 
Remote central locking Engine Immobilizer 
Unique ramp access system 
Highest possible levels of conversion 
Host of factory extras available 


A\ VERSA HAS NEVER 
BEEN SO AFFORDABLE 


% % a \ a S ; 


i, oe 
& ie 


H 
2 


is 


1.9 TURBO DIESEL 2.0L PETROL 


on the 
road on the road 


2.32 DIESEL 


All Versa’s are capable of carrying 2 wheelchairs. Suitable for families -_ hy & 7 yo —»> 


and organisations. All models available on ‘MOTABILITY’ lease. CSIR 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 
registered charity number 299745 


THE Unique to AND 
are Widnes Car Centre Limited 
Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 TAL. 
Versa vehicles are : 


PLUS a range of used £6495 Siz 7 = 
em SNR CSNIRG Fax: 0151 495 1382 ser nee 
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Is of current 9.00am - 5.30pm 


Philip Beecham for detal 


ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
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(In London and 
idon't know what to 
ido? Let Dan Batten 
tell you what to 
‘check out and 


So you’ve looked round Naidex 
and admired the wares. You’ve 
)seen stand after stand and you 

| can’t stand no more. Surely 

| there’s something you can do to 
unwind in the capital? Or 
maybe you’d rather go and 

; party into the small hours? So 

» much to do, so little time. So let 
this lifelong London resident 

) put a few ideas before you. 
Black Taxi Tours will take a 

) wheelchair user and up to three 
» able-bodied passengers on a 


specially made MOMI films, is 
accessible to wheelchair users. 
To put yourself in the picture, 
tel: 0171-928 3535. 

Calling Trekkies and the like. 
Pop into the Science Museum 
(disabled persons enquiries tel: 
0171-938 8080) and you can 
experience all manner of 
scientific shenanigans. This 
proved impossible to wrestle 
my sad space-obsessed pals 
away from! 

If shop until you drop is your 
motto, the only place to go is 
Oxford Street and the 
connecting Tottenham Court 
Road. Go to nearby Leicester 


“Cheese”: Dan checks out one of London’s accessible cinemas 


two hour tour of London in 
one of their accessible cabs. 
You can arrange your own 
route, stopping at places of 
interest along the way, or you 
can take a general tour and 
soak up that wonderful patois 
which the London cabbie has 
made his or even her own. The 
tours cost £65. More 
information from Jeffrey 
Rothner, tel: 0171-289 4371. 

After the whirl of your tourist 
taxi escapades, why not take in 
some culture? The Victoria & 
Albert Museum (tel: 0171-938 
8500) houses seven miles of 
exhibits spanning drawings to 
dresses to jewellery and a feast 
of other wonders. Current 
exhibitions on show are ‘The 
Power of The Poster’ and the 
newly opened Canon 
Photographic Gallery. Demand 
is high to get into these two 
exhibitions, so check before 
you go. 

If your taste in art is more 
contemporary, check out the 
Serpentine Gallery (tel: 0171- 
723 9072), which hosts 
changing exhibitions of 
contemporary art. 

If, like me, you have a severe 
case of movie mania, a visit to 
the Museum of The Moving 
Image is a must. This great 
museum details everything 
from the earliest examples of 
projected images through to the 
latest cinematic technologies. 
The in-house cinema, showing 


Square and you'll find roughly 
20 cinema screens showing 
anything from the latest 
blockbusters through to 
something more arty, as well 
as...more shops! I can’t vouch 
for the accessibility of every 


shop or cinema screen, but 
from my own experience of 
pounding the pavements with 
other disabled pals, the main 
problem is people — swarms of 
the things. 

Now, what about my favourite 
time of day — after dark? The 
Barbican Centre (tel: 0171-638 
4141) will draw you into a 
world including the Barbican 
Hall, which features an 
induction loop to make 
concerts accessible to people 
with hearing impairments, the 
Pit Theatre and cinema and the 
concourse gallery. If the 
weather’s good, try out the 
Waterside cafe. 

If like me, you like inflicting 
hideous damage on your 
eardrums, give Brixton 
Academy a call, (tel: 0171-924 
9999) and see what rock 
superstars are in town. There’s 
plenty of space in the form of 
two raised platforms 
downstairs, providing a perfect 
view over 3,000 bouncing 
heads. Scrutinised by many 
wheelchair user friends and I, 
this one’s a winner. Make sure 
you have a ticket marked 
“stalls”, as the circle is up 20 or 
more stairs. Don’t forget to 
bring your earplugs. 

If dance music’s your thing, 
boogie down to the Ministry of 
Sound (tel: 0171-378 6528), 
where access is on the level and 
they even have adapted loos! 
Obviously someone realises 
disabled people are as cool as 


Day out in London 33 


Spare time in the capital 


Home territory: Dan in his favourite watering hole, The Coronet 


the rest of the population. If 
you just fancy a drink to end 
your tiring trek, check out one 
of London’s countless pubs. 
Contrary to the opinion of the 
DN team, I am not the Egon 
Ronay of the beverage house, 
but Wetherspoon’s pubs are 
generally good for access. If 
you’re in DN’s homeland of 


JAMIE FACER PHOTOGRAPHY 


North London, pop into The 
Coronet on Holloway Road 
(tel: 0171-609 5014). A huge 
converted cinema, it has a lift 
to take you down three stairs 
into the bar, where you can eat, 
drink and be as merry as you 
wish, all at nice prices. 

Just tell George the barman 
Dan sent you. Cheers! 


HIGHLY COMMENDED 


Esplanade, Minehead 
543 702572 Fax: 01643 702572 


ering Accommodation 
lac n Poole, Skegness, Keswick, 
tyn, Darwin Forest 


Fax: 01446 775060 
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cannabis, as the effects are 
quite beneficial. 

Obviously, | do not want to 
land anyone in trouble, but | 
would really like to try it. As I 
do not smoke, we felt a plant 
would be more practical. | hope 
you know how | could purchase 
a plant, or of a reputable 
supplier we could go to. 

Margaret, South Yorkshire 


Where to go for blow? 

| suffer from a connective tis- 
sue disorder, predominantly 
lupus, and the pain which 
accompanies it is at times 
really unbearable. 

My GP is very good and 
prescribes continuous pain 
killers, but | am not happy at 
taking them. 

My social woker did suggest 
to both my husband and me 
that | might try cannabis for 
pain relief. 

She provided us with a wad of 
information leaflets, but the 
only way we knew of getting 
any was for my husband to go 
out on the streets and purchase 
some from a dealer. | would not 
agree to this. 

On a recent visit to my GP’s 
surgery, my husband 
mentioned my interest in 
cannabis as a possible help in 
pain relief. She said that 
although she could not openly 
tell me to use it, she thought | 
would benefit from its pain- 
killing properties. 

The research she had read 
indicated that more and more 
people with my sort of 
condition were turning to 


Following on from the high 
profile DN campaign to have 
cannabis legalised for medici- ~ 
nal purposes, I think it is good 
that the debate is now well out 
in the open. 

I cannot give you information 
about where you may obtain a 
plant, but you may find it 
helpful to get further 
information by contacting the 
Alliance for Cannabis 
Therapeutics, the Free Medical 
Marijuana Foundation and the 
Cannabis Help Info Club. 


Not the be-all and end-all 
My wife Christine died in my 
arms earlier this year after 
nearly 38 years of marriage. 
Life to us was wonderful, and 
something to be cherished. We 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


= love and loneliness 


= bereavement 


= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Don’t rely on doctors 

In DN May, Sally from 
Peterborough was worried 
about losing her incapacity 
benefit. | think it is impor- 
tant to point out that while 
doctors examining 
claimants under the All 
Work Test are trained to take 
an overall view, many com- 
pletely misunderstand the 
claimant’s circumstances. 
This leads to many people 
failing to qualify for benefit 
when they should pass it. 

If someone fails the test 
and feels their case has not 
been assessed properly, 
they should appeal and 
obtain as much suppoorting 
medical evidence as 
possible. Seeking advice 
from an agency such as the 
local Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau is important to 
ensure they can present 
their case effectively. 

Paul Treloar, The London 
Advice Services Alliance 


always believed that God meant 
us to be happy together. 

Sex was a taboo word for us. | 
was born handicapped and 


AUNIQUE SERVICE, = 
DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give 
on 


ES elf, 


could never have, or ever know, 
that sensual feeling which 
others take for granted. 

Friends have asked: “How can 
you be married to a woman and 
not have sex?” 

| might say those same people 
found out that sex ruined many 
a marriage. All people who live 
must die, but not all people 
who die have lived. 

Jim, Scotland 


It is sad that you have lost 
Christine, but encouraging to 
hear of the happy married life 
you enjoyed. 

Iam sure that other couples 
who cannot (or do not want to) 
share sex will echo your 
sentiments that, nevertheless, 
life and love together can be 
just as rewarding. 

I would be interested to hear 
other readers’ views. 


Give it a break, John 

Can I, rather belatedly, com- 
ment on John’s letter in DN, 
April. He wrote: “For years peo- 
ple with disabilities have cam- 
paigned for equality. Yet at the 
first hint that their means 
should be tested before bene- 


NEW SPECIALIST UNITS INHORSHAM WEST SUSSEX OPENING OCTOBER 


In October, 1998 two new purpose built specialist units for younger adults (18-35 years) 
with physical disabilities will open in Horsham. The two 10 bed units are located close 


to all the local amenities on a main road leading into the centre of Horsham. 


Every resident will have an individual plan of care 
and support with provision of a full activity/ 
continuing education programme. 


If you would like further information about this 
new accommodation please phone: 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE, tel on: (01403) 217338. 
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Each bungalow unit has a sensory courtyard 
garden at its centre and there is a spacious 
activity centre with multi sensory room and spa 


pool on the site. 


The units have been built to a very high 
specification and all rooms have track hoists and 


en-suite facilities. 


fits are awarded, and that they 
should pay tax in the same way | 
as the rest of us, there are 
howls of protest.” 

Who says we don’t pay taxes? 
I’m sure if the pay is or was 
high enough we do and would. 
Has John any idea of the i 
increasingly high costs of being 
disabled? 

Ican show him acopy ofmy 
care for the last month. For 
instance, one bath perweek —_ | 
costs £42.30. J 

Of course we protest at the | 
thought of a means test. Many 
of us are very afraid of losing 
what little we get. 

And who says we don’t accept | 
responsibilities? What a cheek. | 

Sue, Oxfordshire | 


That’s right, you tell him. If 
John responds I’ll let you know. | 
It is important when these sorts | 
of issues are aired. 


The Alliance for Cannabis 
Therapeutics, PO Box CR14, 
Leeds LS7 4XE. 

Free Medical Marijuana 
Foundation, 1A Market Place, 
Glastonbury BA6 9HD, tel: 
(01458) 835769. 7 
Cannabis Hemp Info Club,PO | 
Box 2223, Glastonbury, 
Somerset, BA6 9YU, tel: (01458) | 
835769. | 


A discreet conversion 
whatever your lifestyle — 


- our vehicles will carry almost any size of wheelchair 
and passenger as one of the family. 


Brotherwoods quality conversion of the Volkswagen 
Sharan is the only adapted vehicle in the U.K. 
with V.C.A. Type Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
% wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
highest European 
M1 standard. 


Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 


New cars supplied fully converted * Comprehensive range of refurbished 
second hand vehicles * Customer after sales support and buy-back service 
e Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles 


$ 
Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP % iw 
Telephone: 019355 872603 ¢ Fax: 01935 872853 . re 
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Bright ideas 


The Great Little Trading 
Company has just published 
its summer 1998 catalogue. 
Illustrated products include the 
Ear Band-it (below), a head- 
band with built-in silicone 
putty ear plugs for keeping 
water out of your ears when 
swimming (or in the bath). 
Also on the waterfront there 
are “no-slip” strips to put in 
your bath, which will hopefully 
keep you upright. Finally, fun, 


flexible sunglasses with rubber 
frames and 100 per cent UV ray 
protection will shade childrens’ 
eyes from too much sun. For 
further details contact The 
Great Little Trading Company, 
tel: 0990-673 008. 


The Sylvan Corporation make 
a duvet and pillow (above) set 
intended to reduce allergies and 
make bedtime more comfort- 
able for people with asthma. 
The pillow is sealed inside a 
soft, vapour-permeable mem- 
brane which keeps dustmites, 
insects and other unwanted 
deposits out. The duvet works 
in the same way and includes a 
water-permeable surface which 
reduces perspiration. 

The pillow has caught the 
attention of the Prime Minister, 
who thinks it is so innovative 
that he’s chosen it to be dis- 
played in the Millennium 


Dan Batten gives 
the low-down on 
some new, useful 
products 


Dome. For more on this idea, 
contact Daniel Clifford, tel: 
(01203) 473030. 


The Quiet Knight Width 
Adjustable Mattress Elevator 
can be added to standard beds, 
from 2ft 6in wide to Sft wide, 
enabling you to raise yourself 
up, avoiding the need to buy a 
new “raiser” bed. A hand con- 
trol gives the user full control 
and it can take a weight load of 
up to 190kg. Further informa- 
tion from Teresa Robinson at 
Aidapt, tel: 0181-771 6147. 


Ableware’s new Hot Hands 
hand protector/jar opener 
(below) is designed to give a 
secure grip on hot, cold or slip- 
pery items around the house. 
The gripping surface is studded 
with small suction cups which 


will grip onto most things, such ~ 


as bottles or jars, making open- 
ing easier. For more informa- 


tion and a catalogue of prod- 
ucts, write to Maddak Inc, 6 
Industrial Road, Pequannock, 
NJ, USA. 


Calling all parents! Is changing 
baby far from an “n-appy” 
experience? The Eazy Feet 
device will be of use (above). 
Designed by Lisa Lisney, a 
mother born without her left 
hand and forearm, it is made of 
neoprene and is fixed over each 


of the baby’s feet. Taking the . 


place of one hand, it secures 
the legs and keeps them out of 
the path of a soiled nappy. This 
ingenious device costs £4.99 
and can be purchased from 
Peter Lisney, tel:(01952) 277077. 


ESL Healthcare’s new self-act- 
ing bath lift aims to get people 
into the bath with little or no 
assistance (right). The lift is 
operated by a gas mechanism 
and responds to the bather’s 
movements to lift backwards or 
forwards. A flap bridges the 
gap between the bath’s edge 


and the lift, allowing you to. 
secure yourself in the seat 
before removing the flap and! 
swinging yourself into the bath. - 
ESL Healthcare, tel: (01323) 
765875. 


e If you have any inventions or 
useful tips you think other 
readers would be interested to | 
know about, send them with a| 
colour photograph to Dan 
Batten, Disability Now, 6) 
Market Road, London N7. 
OPW, or tel: 0171-619 7323. 


Sunrise Powerchairs 


For real quality at realistic prices call Europe’s 


No.1 now and ask for your free demonstration 


video, powerchair catalogue and price guide. 


Please send me my FREE Sunrise Powerchair colour brochure plus video. 


Telephone 


Address 


I 
i} 
1 
1 Mr/Mrs/Ms. (Inc. initials) 
J 
I 
I 


Postcode 


SUNRISE 


Improving people’s lives 


Send to: Sunrise Medical Ltd, FREEPOST DD348, High St,Wollaston, DY8 4BR. US aera 
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ACROSS 

1. & 7. Treatment for children 
with cerebral palsy (10,9) 

7. See 1 across 

8. Need vale (anag) 

9. Scandinavian language (5) 

11. Nicknamed (6) 

13. “The meek shall ..... the 

earth” (7) 

14. Enabler (6) 

15. Woman of Greek legend (7) 

17. Like a twinkling night sky (6) 


Raised plants 


Following on from DN’s recent 
gardening supplement we are 
able to offer our readers the 
guide, Accessible Gardening — 
A guide to raised planters and 
modified growing techniques, 
at a specially reduced price of 
only £10. 

This is a revised edition of 
Nick Rowson and Peter 
Thoday’s book Raised Planters 
for Disabled People. 

This informative guide has 
updated text, a new colour 
layout, with useful diagrams, 
and covers all aspects that can 
make gardening more 


18. Enabler (5) 

DOWN 

1. Small orange fruit (10) 

2. Neither male nor female (6) 

3. Incapable (6) 

4. One thing and another (4,3,4) 

5. Travel bind (anag) — rich 
American family (10) 

6. Thought intensely (7) 

10. English aristocratic family (7) 

12. Come out (6) 

16. Piece of land (3) 


— low prices 


accessible — from raising soil, 
training plants to different 
gardening techniques. 

The guide is clearly laid out 
and is split into seven distinct 
chapters that will take you 
from plant selection, to topiary, 
hand rails and grips, to other 
useful organisations. 

For your copy, send a cheque 
for £10, made payable to 
Horticulture for All, to Phil 
Hunter, Thorngrove, Common 
Mead Lane, Gillingham, 
Dorset SP8 4RE. You must 
write the code “DN7/98” on 
the back of your cheque. 


CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
(oe) An aspect from Saturn 
OO should offer you time 
for reflection. Your creativity 
could be stifled but take stock 
of your direction and take more 
time over things. Mars enters 
your sign on the 20th bringing 
rejuvenation and enthusiasm. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

Mercury is in Leo this 

month. If you have the 
gift of the gab go for it, but be 
careful you don’t put your foot 
in it. A loved one could help 
you be more creative. Put ener- 
gy into your relationships and 
you might find your career 
aspirations improve too. 

VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
Tensions should ease off 
around mid-month. You 

can begin to feel more confi- 

dent about that project you’ve 
been having disagreements 
about. But don’t rush things. 

Stay at the drawing board until 

your plan is totally ready. 


By DN’s 
astrologer 


LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

July is likely to be a very 
mes up and down month. 
When you think everything is 
coming up roses, your loved 
one unexpectedly opposes your 
plan. Don’t sulk — try talking > 
things through. 

SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

You are feeling lively and 

raring to go, but don’t 
expect the same from your 
nearest and dearest. You are 
having difficulty choosing your 
direction. Lots of plans might 
seem grand, but only for five 
minutes. Be patient with your 
partner. They might be right. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 

An argument with a close 

relative is likely unless 
you make an effort to keep a lid 
on it. You have a silver tongue 
this month so you should be 
able to talk your way out of 
trouble. Careful though: you 


Accessible Gardening 


A guide to raised planters & 
modified growing techniques 


N.J. Rowson & P.R. Thoday — 


could be feeling a bit too sure 

of yourself. Pride comes before 

a fall so try a little humility. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 

Restrictions that have 

been holding you back 
will begin to lift. Those close to 
you might have got used to the 
penned-in you. They might not 
want you to let go. Have faith 
in yourself and start planning 
for future wider horizons. 

AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

Are Stress at work should ease 

“wv off this month. It’s time 

to start planning your holidays. 

If you plan to take a romantic 

break be sure your partner has 

the same idea as you or sparks 
could fly. Discuss your plans 
before you make them. 

PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 
Your luck isn’t running 
out but you should ensure 

you have any nest eggs you are 

working on in the bag by the 
end of July because Jupiter is 
leaving your sign soon. You 
need some firm foundations to 
work off from here on in. 

ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

As Saturn has moved 

into another sign you 
can breathe a sigh of relief as 
the pressure lessens. Be careful 
you don’t overdo the sense of 
relief and cause rifts in close 
relationships while you enjoy 
your new sense of freedom. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Saturn enters Taurus in 
July. You’ve had your 

share of worries this year and 

you might feel that the cards 
are stacked against you, leaving 
no room for manoeuvre. 

There’s another way of looking 

at this however. It could be an 

opportunity to sit back and 
make solid plans for the future. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

If you feel the need to 
turn up the romance, do 
it in the first half of the month. 

In other areas of your life this is 

still a waiting time. Don’t bet 

on any horses in July — save it 
for later. A bit of togetherness 
with your partner would not go 
amiss right now. 


ESL brings you Health & Comfort... 


A range of showering, bathing, access and mobility products, 
specially designed to make daily life easier and safer. 


Our 32 page catalogue shows a selection, including shower 
trays and half-height doors, grab rails and seats, wheelchairs, 
walking aids and kitchen utensils. — 


For your copy, please complete and return the coupon (no 
stamp required) or phone our Helpline on 01323 465800. 


Visit our website: www.eslhealthcare.co.uk 


ESL makes everything that much better 


ESL Healthcare Ltd 
FREEPOST BR837 
Pevensey 

East Sussex BN24 5BR 


Name 


Address 


Postcode 


For your 32 page colour catalogue, complete this 
coupon and send it in an envelope to: 


Pree ereereer esse terre ee et ieee ee teste eee eet eee tera e rr eee oe, 


Prrer rrr ee ererer cree Teer reer terre tec eee eee ete eee eer eer eee eer 
rere reer ey Ceee reer sr Tere etree reser eer) 


Preeeeey Oeeeers tere r rere er reer teeter errr ie tite eee es, 


please tick box if you do not wish to receive 
information from us in the future [ ] 
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editor@disabilitynow.org.uk http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Here are some more of DN’s useful website addresses. Cut it out 
and keep it safe... 


— ee ee ee ee 4 


CHARITIES 


Aidis Trust (Computer Communication System): 
http://www.aidis.org 

F Down’s Syndrome Association: 
http://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk 
Ehlers-Danlos Support Group: 
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/EDS_UK/Ehlers.htm 

| Interstitial Cystitis Support Group: 

j http://www. .interstitialcystitis.co.uk 
Lincolnshire Post Polio Network: 
http://www.zynet.co.uk/ott/polio/lincolnshire 
National Back Pain Association: 

: http://www.backpain.org 

| Scope: 
http://www.scope.org.uk 

| Shelter: 
http://www.shelter.org.uk 

i Terrence Higgins Trust: 

j http://www.tht.org.uk 


| INFORMATION 


[ Britain in the USA: 

| http://britain.nyc.ny.us/bis/fsheets/19.htm 
Computability: 

J http://www.healthworks.co.uk/daccess/D-access/D- 
Access_Orgs/Computability.htm 

I Disability Directory: 

| http://www.disability.com 
Muscle Power: 
http://www.disabilitynet.co.uk/groups/musclepower 

f Remploy, Direct Training (European Catalyst): 
http://www.vertou.demon.co.uk 
Taylor House with Oxford Brookes University (Education): 
http://www.taylorhouse.u-net.com 


jy SPORT 


i British Ski Club for the Disabled (BSCD): 
http://www.bscd.org.uk/bscd 

| British Wheelchair Sports Foundation (BWSF): 

j http://info.lut.ac.uk/research/paad/wheelpower/home.html 
Disability Sport England: 
http://www.euroyellowpages.com/dse/dispengl.html 
International Blind Sport Association: 

| http://www.ibsa.es 

5 Sport: 
http://www.netlink.co.uk/users/pia.it21_7.htm 

J Uphill Ski Club of Great Britain: 

pore Tipe ee gia com Tosemite a 


~ CHARTWELL@. 
ad INSURANCE c 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for under £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 
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I am writing about how people 
can establish their own care 
package. I need to talk to other 
disabled people who have expe- 
rience of doing this. Contact 
Martin Yates, 49 Gloucester 
Avenue, Blackpool FY1 4EH, 
tel/fax: (01253) 393650. 


At Holton Lee we are research- 
ing developments to our cur- 
rent services, including a retreat 
and counselling centre. We need 
to know what people want dur- 
ing a quiet time away. Write to 
Geraldine O’Meara, Services 
Manager, Holton Lee, East 
Holton, Poole, Dorset BH16 
6JN, tel: (01202) 625562. 


The Women’s Press is looking 
for contributions to a collection 
of writing by young women, 
aged 12-19, about family life 
during and after their parents’ 
break-up. A leaflet is available 
to help you get started. For 
more information contact Helen 
Hines, 26 Romilly Road, London 
N4 2QX, tel: 0171-354 5590. 


The Elfrida Society has pub- 
lished Coming for a Drink and 
Epilepsy, two new titles in its 
Health Living series. £8 each or 
£15 for both. Details from The 
Elfrida Society, The Tom Blyth 
Centre, 34 Islington Park 


Street, London N1 1PX, tel: 
0171-359 7443/4. 


Slide into your can..... 
Cc save money! 


Install a CARONY 
wheelchair & your 


The new CARONY from Sweden is now available in 
the UK! 
Comfortable Recaro seat - easy on your back! 
Precision engineered slideways - easy on your carers 


Safe & reliable - crash tested & approved. 


; Interested? 
Phone Steering Developments on 01442 212918 
for a brochure or demonstration. 


East Berkshire NHS Trust and Oxfordshire Learning Disability 
NHS Trust have organised Visions of a Shared Future, 
Buckinghamshire College 1-2 July 1998. A two-day residential 
conference for people with learning disabilities their carers and 
all those in the field, it is part of the national celebration of 50 
years of the NHS. Further details from Tracy Davies, Conference 
Organiser, Jill Rogers Associates, 2 Flint Bridge Business Centre, 
Ely Road, Waterbeach, Cambs CBS 9PG, tel: (01223) 860950, 
fax: (01223) 860944. 


Leicester City Football Club are hosting the opening game and 
ceremony of the World Cup 1998 Championships For Players 
With Learning Disabilities, 30 July 1998 There will also be 
massed military bands, parachuting and pageantry. Tickets avail- 
able on the day, subject to availability. To book contact Room 
240, The Town Hall, Town Hall Square, Leicester LE1 9BG, tel: 
0116-275 5551 or 0116-255 0325. 


Community Service Volunteers has organised Yellow Pages 
Make a Difference Day, 17 October 1998. Organisations already 
committed to this year’s event include Age Concern, RSPB and 
Scope. Volunteer groups can be any size but must make positive 
changes in the community. For more information about organis- 
ing an activity contact Hannah Arbeid, CSV’s Yellow Pages 
Make a Difference Day, 237 Pentonville Road, London N1 9JN. 


Rethink Disability and the Mid Suffolk Locality Network for 
Physical and Sensory Disbility hold their 12th annual one-day 
conference 5 November 1998, Needham Market, Suffolk. 
Entitled Do we have to chain ourselves to the railings — an 
opportunity to discuss different ways of changing our futures, it 
focuses on empowerment. For details, tel: (01449) 770177, fax: 
(01449) 776911. 


The 1998 TARA National Conference, Special Training Needs, 
will be held 17-18 November in Birmingham. Aimed at policy — 
makers and practioners, it will focus on entitlement, choice and 
inclusion in vocational education and the transition to employ- 
ment. For cost and booking form, contact Cecilia Whittlesea, 
Training and Research Associates, Select Training Consultants, 
Clay Coton, Northamptonshire NN6 6JU, tel/fax: (01788) 
860540. 


Video top five 


1. FACE/OFF (Buena Vista): ET 
Travolta and Cage have an 
identity crisis. 
2. ALIEN RESURRECTION [ET 
(Fox Pathé): Sigourney Weaver 
comes back for more trouble. 
3. THE PEACEMAKER Oo 
(CIC): Nicole Kidman and 
George Clooney in action flick. 
4. G.I. JANE (First a | 
Independent): Demi Moore 
toughs it out with the troops. 

5. VOLCANO (Fox Pathe): OT 
Tommy Lee Jones in another 
natural disaster movie. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 

ET Closed captions-video 
includes pre-recorded word-for- 
word captions 


new car is VAT 
EXEMPT! 


Transfer from 
wheelchair to car 


without leaving 


your seat! 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Conductive 

7. Education 8. Leavened 

9. Norse 11. Dubbed 

13. Inherit 14. Helper 

15, Electra 17. Starry 18. Carer 
DOWN: 1. Clementine 

2. Neuter 3. Unable 4. This 
and that 5. Vanderbilt 

6. Brooded 10. Spencer 

12. Emerge 16. Lot 


For sale 


| ORTABLE SHOWER CHAIR. Cost £350, 
} vill accept £100. Tel: (01386) 881262. 


TRANSPORTER G REG. 2.0 petrol, 
}Jevon wheelchair conversions. Vgc, 37k 
niles. Manual ramp, takes two wheel- 
| chairs. £7,500 ono. Tel: (01440) 703324. 


SSA VITESSE MK3 electric wheelchair, 
rgc. £800. Tel: (01440) 703324. 


SHOPRIDER DE LUXE Il electric scooter. 
}3rand new, unused, insurance cover 
}ncluded. Cost £2,200, will accept £1,650 
Jono. Please tel: (01932) 240750. 


VITESSE 2000 ELECTRIC wheelchair, right 
}foot control. Vgc, charger included. £500 
jono. Tel: (01978) 365565 (North Wales). 


VSHOPRIDER 4-WHEEL scooter. Battery 
powered, charger included. Cost £2,150, 
. hardly used, will accept £1,200 ono. Tel: 
| (01442) 875436. 


)NATIONAL MOBILITY RELAXER chair. 
} Lift/recline/massage. Cost £2,000 will 
}accept £800 ono. Tel: (01442) 875436. 


VW CARAVELLE GL. 1991, auto, wheel- 
i chair lift. Vgc, very low mileage, full ser- 
| vice history, metallic gold. £9,500. Tel: 


)RECONDITIONED BATRICAR WITH charger 
) and all weather cab. £2,500 ono. Viewing 
) by appointment. Tel: (01970) 612949. 


| ARRAN RISER ARMCHAIR. Brand new 
with beige tweed cover, beechwood 
) frame and mechanical lift action. £125 


) ono. Tel: 0171-582 3484. 


) BMW 325i, RED, June 1994. 12k dry 

}miles, mint condition. Steering 

| Developments joystick control. Full 

leather interior, electric hood, alarm and 

| tracker fitted, CD player. £25,000. tel: 
(01902) 730538. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1983. Carchair conver- 
sion front passenger seat. 1500cc, 73k 
miles, hoist powered wheelchair. £2,000 
ono. Tel: (01937) 572791. 


PARKER BATH, FREE-STANDING, as new. 
£2,000. Tel: (01455) 635965 or 0116-276 3882. 


POWERTEC F40 ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Used 3 times, £2,000 ono. Tel: (01325) 
264496. 


| ELECTRIC RECLINING CHAIR. Ideal for 
elderly or severly disabled. Raises almost 
upright. £500 ovno. Tel: (01325) 264496. 


INTERBILITY SLIDE-AWAY wheelchair 
- ramp. Fits Volkswagen T4 or Caravelle. 
- Can be fitted. £300 ono. Tel: 0181-289 9632. 


ACORN DELUX CHAIRLIFT. Only 5 months 

-use from new. Silent running. Cost 
£2,300, will accept £1,650. Tel: (01603) 
400622. 


FOR SALE OR FREE. TGA wheelchair 
power pack, fits all push wheelchairs. 
Had little use. Bought 8 months ago for 
£600. Going for no more than £300. Ring 
Colin Hicks, tel: 0171-978 5572 (answer- 
phone on when out). 


ELECTRIC RECLINING CHAIR, £295. 
Delta frame, £40. Bath seat, £10. 
Tel: 0181-398 4491. 


BOOSTER SPECIAL EDITION disability 
scooter. Very little use. All standard fea- 
tures plus own car trailer and brand 
new batteries. £1,100 complete. Could 
haggle. Tel: (01934) 713217. 


PREMIER SPA EASYBATHE model. 
Avocado colour, little used. New cost 
£3,000, will accept £1,500. Tel: (01458) 
272497 (Somerset). 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN. H reg, 1.4, 
cream. 42k miles, good condition, full 
service record. £3,250 ono. Tel: (01703) 
243145 (Southampton). 


WEIDER STAIRCLIMBER EXERCISER, £40. 
Tel: 0181-989 2443. 


FIESTA COURIER CHAIRMAN, J reg, 1.3. 
£6,500 ono. Tel: (01235) 528293. 


VESSA VITESSE 2000. 17in, electric, excel- 
lent condition. £800. Tel: (01235) 528293. 


RENAULT TRAFIC 1996. M reg, 17k miles. 
Five seats plus wheelchair. Ramped 
access, central locking, sunroof. £8,000. 
Tel: (01604) 831460. 


SUNRISE WHEELCHAIR, WHEELS detach, 
polytyres, lightweight. £550. Tel: 0171- 
267 5414. 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR SYSTEM com- 
plete with new batteries. 12 years old, 
good working order. Offers please. Tel: 
(01384) 895420. 


POWERTEC F40 ELECTRIC wheelchair for 
sale. Red, 18in seat. Low usage since new 
in 1995. Puncture sealed tyres. £650 ono. 
Tel: (01285) 862162. 


EMV SPORT M scooter. White, all weath- 
er canopy, charger, big covered basket. 
New cost £3,300, but hardly used, so 
£1,500 ono. Garaged since new. Tel: 
(01803) 843284. 


ELECTRIC TILT TABLE, £500. Tel: (01902) 
730538. 


SUNGIFT SCOOTER 200. Five year old 
scooter, good condition. £1,200 or near- 
est offer. Tel: (01758) 614348. 


MALE CARER/PERSONAL assistant 
required to work for a young disabled 
man running his own business from 
home in Knebworth with travelling 
around the UK. Drivers license, good 
communication skills and enthusiasm 
essential. Salary in the region of £13,000 
pa. For a job description and application 
form, tel: (01438) 813658 (answerphone). 


RE-LOCATING TO SCOTLAND, require full- 
time employment. I have a BSc plus post 
graduate diploma and 12 years experi- 
ence in the disability field. Interested? 
Please send your name and address to 
obtain a copy of my cv. Box: No. 


Personal 


MELVIN CRUTCHLEY WOULD like to hear 
from males aged 18-35 with an upper 
limb disability who play football. Box 
No. 231 


ATTRACTIVE LADY IN wheelchair, a 
young 42, very independent, drives in the 
fast lane, wltm a fit and caring guy to do 
some flirting and escorting on these 
beautiful summer evenings. Please write 
with photo to Box No. 232 


PROFESSIONAL ABLE BODIED Indian 
male, 40s, but looks younger. Kind con- 
siderate, gsoh, has car. Seeks disabled or 
able bodied lady for one-to-one relation- 
ship. Age and nationality unimportant, 
confidentially assured. So don’t be lone- 
ly, write to me. Box No. 233 


HI, ?M A 19 year old wheelchair user 
with ms. I’d like to hear from people, any 
age/sex/disability, for penpal friendship. I 
enjoy music, writing and sharing the 
experiences of life; the good and not-so- 
good. I’m a sensitive, determined girl 
with a somewhat weird sense of humour. 
Box No. 234 


FEMALE ME SUFFERER, 36, single. Many 
interests, good days/bad days, would like 
to hear from males/females/penfriends, 
swaps, ideas, collectors, round robin, 
christians/non-christians for friend- 
ships/holidays. Any age, all letters 
answered. Box No. 235 


FEMALE AGED 50 with mild ms. Gsoh, 
divorced. Interests include theatre, travel 
(esp Scottish Isles), galleries and formula 
one motor racing. I enjoy a variety of 
music, especially Celtic bands such as 
Runrig. I am starting an Open University 
course. I would like to correspond with 
others of the same age group and shared 
interests for friendship, possibly from 
Scotland, Cumbria or north Lancashire. 
All letters answered. Box No. 236 


HELLO, MY NAME is Valentino. I am 32 
and Sft 9in tall. 1 was born in Ukraine but 
have lived in Jerusalem (Israel) since 
1977. I have fairly mild cp. I am active 
and independent and I’m interested in 


classical music, art and walking. I 
would like to write to disabled or able 
bodied British women, 20s to early 30s, 
for friendship and possible romance. 
Box No. 237 


ATTRACTIVE EUROPEAN BRUNETTE, 36, 
with “hidden disabilities”. Caring, under- 
standing and passionate. Into music, 
travel, reading and conversation. Seeks 
sensitive, honest, caring and affectionate 
male for friendship, talks, laughs and to 
put the sparkle back into my life. Please 
restore my trust in people. Only genuine 
people reply. Box No. 238 


WEST YORKSHIRE GAY man, 49, slight 
disability, seeks similar for friendship/ 
penpals/relationship. Must be caring, 
gentle, loyal, like music theatre, eating 
out and holidays. Box No. 239 


MALE AGED 25, able bodied, 6ft, good 
looking, enjoys life to the full. I would 
love to meet a female amputee or active, 


independent, wheelchair user, for loving 
relationship. Age and looks unimportant. 
Genuine replies lease. Photo appreciated. 
Southern/any area. Box No. 240 


GAY GUY, 40, outgoing, attractive, likes 
cinema and theatre. Seeks affectionate 
man, aged 20-35 for friendship/relation- 
ship. Box No. 241 


CONCERNED COLLIE (CROSS) wants 
friends for his disabled human (31) and 
cat brother. My human likes Mulder 
(from the X-Files), Data (from Star Trek) 
and Jonathan Creek, but is open to 
offers. Box No. 242 


DO ANY WOMEN from the North read 
this. Reliable, happy, attractive graduate, 
30s. Own home, comfortable Aquarian. 
Enthusiastic, slightly disabled, worker 
for Scope. Zest to life, likes alternative 
therapies, chocolate, celestine prophecy 
and listening to music. Wltm happy soul- 
mate, 30-42, feminine, maybe petite, defi- 


Disability: Law & Care In The Community 


One-Day Courses = 09.30 - 17.30 


Incapacity benefits: present and future * Joint working: the 
legal framework * Working with children with disabilities: 
the legal context * The legal responsibility to provide 
community care services: resources and reasonableness. 
London 

Friday 24 July 1998 at the London Voluntary Sector 
Resource Centre 


Birmingham 

Friday 25 September 1998 at the Novotel, Birmingham 
All sessions will be chaired by 

Professor Jeremy Cooper MA PhD FRS 

Barrister, Dean of Law Faculty at 

Southampton Institute. 


SOUT 


IN S 


The speakers will be: 

Ms Belinda Schwehr LLM Barrister of Rowe & Mawe, 

Solicitors 

Mr Stuart Vernon MA LLB(Hons) JP Principal Lecturer 

in the Law School of the University of East London. 

Registration fee £190 to include conference materials, 

lunch, tea and coffee. 

Continuing Professional Development: 5 hours 

For further details and a booking form, contact: The 

Law Faculty, Southampton Institute, East Park Terrace, 
Southampton SO14 OYN 
Tel: (01703) 319501 
Fax: (01703) 235948 


Get qualified 


Disability and employment matters. 


An MSc or Diploma in Disability Management in Work and Rehabilitation 


will help you become a truly rounded professional. 


Build on your practical experience. Acquire the conceptual and analytical skills 
to tackle complex issues. Understand the impact of changes in legislation. 
Develop a new breadth of vision to provide more innovative and effective 
solutions. Strengthen your partnership with disabled people. 


Disability and employment matters today more than ever. This is the professional 


qualification. 


You can combine study with work one or two days a week over one or two 
years. Courses start from October 1998 and disabled people are particularly 
welcomed. A relevant qualification, a first degree or substantial work experience 


is required. You may qualify for a bursary. 


Enquiries to Brenda Smith or Jonathan Leach, Rehabilitation Resource Centre, 
City University, Northampton Square, London EC1V OHB. Tel: 0171 477 8378 
Fax: 0171 477 8356. Please quote ref: DN798. 


Teaching and research excellence in London 


UNIVERSITY OF WALES 
LAMPETER 
Personal Development Unit 


CERTIFICATE IN INTERPERSONAL 
SKILLS FOR VOLUNTEERS 
by Distance Learning 
This course is available to any person who has at least 6 months experience of 
volunteering in a ‘people environment’ and is over the age of 21. 
No formal qualifications are required as the course is based on experience. 


Thanks to financial support from the European Social Fund, the course is FREE 
to anyone who has not been in paid employment for a period of 12 months. 


The Certificate is validated by the University of Wales, 
Lampeter at University Level 1. 


PRIFYSGOL CYMRU 
LLANBEDR PONT STEFFAN 
Uned Datblygu Personol 


For a course handbook and application form please 
complete the coupon below or for further information 


please telephone: 01570 424785 


: Skills for Volunteers. 


Name: 
1 Address: 


4 
1 | Please send me a handbook and application form for the Certificate in Interpersonal 


| Please return to: Personal Development Unit (DN), Centre for Educational 
5 Daversa University of Wales, Lampeter, Ceredigion SA48 7ED. 


jos Fae of Wales is an exempt charity promoting excellence in education and research 


Postcode: 
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nitely not a Leo. I am Yorkshire based. 
Box No. 243 


MY LIFE, WHILST busy, lacks a little 
something. I am a 53 year old widow, 
paraplegic follwing a climbing accident. 
I'd love to hear from anyone about 
my age who lives near Birmingham. 
Box No. 244 


ATTENTION 


Due to lack of space, no ad 
form has been printed. Call 
DN (0171-619 7329) and we 
will send you one. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for in 
advance. 


For personal ads, submit about 
35 words and send a cheque or 
postal order for £5 payable to 
Disability Now with your ad. 
This is to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number and 
mark the envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do not it 
will be opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 


RY Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


ww 
we 


A dating agency designed for people 
with disabilities and is open to 
discerning able bodied people. 

Tel/Fax: England/Wales 01473 226950 

Scottish Branch No. 01382 668667 

Could there be a partner out there 
waiting for you to contact them? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 
Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


WE ARE HERE TO HELP! 


South East London has a new agency 
specialising in helping people with disabilities to 
get out and about. Allowing people to once 
again enjoy activities most of us take for 
granted, ie theatre, cinema, public houses, 
football, even walking the dog etc. Interested? 


Phone 0181-852 4329 for more information 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


Is scooter storage a problem? 


Looking for an affordable weather proof 
storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
Aids for information on our scooter hut. 
Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


0115-911 0322 


MERCEDES-BENZ and 
VOLKSWAGEN Wheelchair 
Accessible Conversions 


CoTrim specialises in wheelchair accessible conversions 
for both Mercedes VClass and Vitos, and Volkswagen 
Caravelles. We are a recognised Mercedes Body Builder 
and Volkswagen Compatible Design Converter. 
We are also a recognised installer of many leading maxes, 
of lifts and ramps including 
AMF, Ricon, PLS and 
Ratcliff. 
In addition we carry out 
customised upholstery 
conversions, for example 
cloth to leather, to high 
standards. 
COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 
SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


J 
Colrim 
Personolised Vehicle 


Conversions 


COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 


Continued on page 40 
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BIG BIBS 
For anyone who loves to eat! 
Effective clothes protection — fully washable 


FREE BROCHURE illustrating the range of 


fun and formal designs 
Up Front Designware, Feveralls Lodge, 
Roe End Lane, Markyate, Herts AL3 8AG. 
Tel: (01582) 840797 


TRADE 


FIAT FIORINO 
P reg, Oct’ 1996, 1.4 petrol, 12,000 miles with fsh, 
in white. Converted into a single wheelchair carrying 
mobility vehicle. With ramp, 2 extra passenger seats 
in rear, fully trimmed with self levelling air ride at rear. 
Absolutely immaculate, as new. 
Conversion by Universal Mobility Ltd. 
Price £7,950. 
Tel: 0161-764 9969 Mobile: 0860-868 283 


D&SK MOBILITY 


TEL: FREEPHONE 0800 328 0643 
WE CARE FOR YOUR CARE 


5% OFF 
ALL NEW 
ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT 
FORA 
LIMITED 
PERIOD 
ONLY 


Mobility Scooters 
Stairlifts (second hand and new) 
Invalid Accessories 


SALES * SERVICE * HIRE 


62 HOLLYBUSH ROAD 
GRAVESEND, KENT DA12 5QQ 


NOW OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm 


Two Ford Transit turbo 
diesel ambulances 
1991 with tailift. Direct from Health 
Authority. From £4,000 + VAT each. 
Contact John Fleming on 


0114-244 9118 


TRADE 


for lifting 
wheelchairs, 
scooters and 
people into 
cars... 


WE HAVE 


THE ANSWER! 
Ring Free 0800 214 045 
for brochure 


or free 
demo ‘OO 


www.demon.co.uk/autochair 


Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, 
Bakewell DE45 1DX 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 

LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 

YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 

YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 

and let us match buyer with seller. 

For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


ave Extra Strong Playpens. 


pr Extra Large Stairgates. 
new! Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair prices 


Information Phone 01993 842885 


ORANGE BLOSSOM COAST SPAIN] 
new for 98. Two sunny 4th floor ‘penthouse’ 
apartments in private beachfront complex. 
Pool, unspoilt resort. 

Two bedrooms each. Fully equipped, 
roll-in showers. Huge terrace with sea views. 

For brochure, tel: (01452) 740820. 


ROH eT ET A 


Continued on page 41 
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Temporary Project Development Officer 


Faculty of Cultural and Education Studies 
= School of Professional Education and Development 
~, Up to £8,512. 18.5 hrs/wk. Ref: CES/DIS. 

The School of Professional Education and Development is seeking to appoint 
: a part-time Project Development Officer to contribute to the development of the 
Disability Awareness Project. This project, which aims to improve support and 
provision for students with disabilities, has been granted external funding for a 
period of three years. The post is therefore offered, in the first instance, on a 
two year temporary contract which may be extended subject to the 
continuation of that external funding. 
You will carry out research which will provide information about the support 
needs of disabled students and contribute to the development of the project. 
You must have at least 2 years’ experience of developmental work with groups 
or individuals; an awareness of disability issues; excellent communication and 
presentation skills and the ability to plan and prioritise. Knowledge of a range 
of research methods and their design, in addition to previous experience of 
carrying out qualitative research and analysis of findings is essential. As 
people with disabilities are under-represented in the University’s workforce, 
disabled applicants who meet the minimum criteria for this 
post will be invited for interview. 
For an application form and further details please 
contact Karen Fentem, CES Faculty Office, 
Caedmon Hall, Beckett Park, Leeds LS6 3QS or 
Tel: (0113) 283 3208 (answerphone). 

Closing date: Friday 10 July 1998. 
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LEEDS 
METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY 


An Equal Opportunities Employer 


RAPE CRISIS FEDERATION 


Wales and England 
Are you a woman who is experienced in doing tv interviews, press releases and committed to ending 
the rape and sexual abuse of women. 


Publicity/PR Co-ordinator £20k 


is required to develop and promote the public profile of the Rape Crisis Federation based in 
Nottingham. For this post an understanding of feminism and women’s issues — particularly those 
regarding the rape and sexual abuse of women is needed. A proven track record in media, marketing 
or public relations is essential. 


For application pack apply in writing only to RCF, 28 Magdala Road, Nottingham, NG3 5DF. 
Closing date 10" July 1998. Interviews w/c 10" August 1998. 
Women only may apply as Section 7(2)d of the SDA 74 applies. 


Applications from black/ethnic minority/disabled women are particularly welcome as these groups of 
employees are currently under-represented. 


CO-ORDINATOR 


Full-time (36 hours per week) 
Scale P01 point 33 £20,997 (inc OLW) 


Hounslow is a West London Borough with large ethnic minority communities 
and a disabled community of more than 20,000 people. Hounslow Borough 
Association of Disabled People is committed to the Empowerment of 
disabled people and is looking to recruit a Co-ordinator who has the following 
skills/experiences. 


e Ability to produce & implement a business plan for the Association 

e Experience of fundraising 

e Understanding of how Voluntary Organisations work 

e Ability to manage a small team 

e Understanding of local & national disability issues 

e Experience of monitoring & evaluation mechanisms 

e Administration experience 

The post is self-servicing. Applications from disabled people are most welcome. 
The Voluntary Action Centre is wheelchair accessible. 


For further details and an application pack please contact H.B.A.D.P. at the 
Voluntary Action Centre, 12 School Road, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1Q2Z. 
Tel: 0181-577 3226 ext 309/325, Minicom: 0181-572 3923 or Fax: 0181-570 5802. 


Closing date for completed application forms is Monday 27th July 1998. 
Interviews will be held at the VAC on Tuesday 18th August 1998. 


Public notices 


City of Westminster and Kensington & Chelsea and 
Westminster Health Authority 


Developing a Self Advocacy 
Organisation for Disabled People 


Expressions of Interest 


The City Council and the Health Authority wish to commission jointly 
an innovative project to ensure the development of an advocacy organisation, for 
residents of the City, who have a physical disability and/or sensory impairment. 
The project will have three key aims: 

* to establish a community consultation forum for physically disabled people, to 
evaluate how health and social services currently on offer, meet the needs of 
service users; 

¢ to work with physically disabled people to establish a fully constituted self 
financed organisation for disabled people run by disabled people; and 

* to establish an advocacy project which will help individual physically disabled 
people to ensure that their needs are being met. 

Anyone interested in being considered for this project must submit their details 

using the questionnaire provided. On the basis of information submitted with the 

questionnaires, the City Council and the Health Authority will select a shortlist of 

Providers, who will be invited to submit proposals for negotiation. 

If you would like to receive an information pack, please write to: Terry Cotton, 

Head of Contracting, 5th Floor, Westminster City Hall, PO Box 240, 64 Victoria 

Street, London SW1E 6QP. 


Completed expressions of interest must be returned to the above address by noon 
on the 22 July 1998. 


City of Westminster 


BIRMINGHAM 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 
PROJECT 


BIL is a Project established in 1995 to provide information, advice and 
support to disabled people who wish to use Direct Payments from 
Social Services to employ their own Personal Assistants. 


Due to funding from the National Lottery Charities Board, we are now 
in a position to expand our service and we wish to recruit two new 
workers for the following posts: 


® Personal Assistant Organiser 
Part-time — 18 hours per week at £13,920 - £15,624 pro rata 


To develop a non-profit making Personal Assistant Agency meeting the 
varying needs of Birmingham's disabled communities. 


© Financial Administrator 
Part-time — 18 hours per week at £13,920 - £15,624 pro rata 


To develop the financial systems in managing the organisations budget 
and a non-profit making accountancy service to disabled people who 
are employing their own personal assistants. 


Preference will be given to applications from disabled people and all 
disabled people who meet the essential criteria will be interviewed. The 
post will be based in accessible premises in Birmingham. This is a 

3 year contract initially. 


For a pack and application forms, stating which post you are interested 
in, contact Heather Patterson, Birmingham Independent Living Project, 
Southside, 249 Ladypool Road, Sparkbrook, Birmingham B12 8LF. 
Tel/fax: 0121-693 9050 or Minicom: 0121-693 9060. 


Closing date: 16/7/98 at 12pm. 
Interviews: week beginning 27/7/98. 


What's your view of the future? 


Head of Physical Disabilities 


£29,673 - £34,911 (to £38,403 with PRP) 
(plus Choices Benefits to the value of £1,500) 


Bexley has a forward-thinking approach to the provision of social services. 
We are developing a joint strategy on partnership with service users, the 
local Health Authority, NHS Trusts and the independent sector, the result 
of which will be the delivery of increased independence to people with 
physical disabilities through the provision of high quality, client-focused 
services. 


Your role will be to forge innovative strategies that will define the future 
of Physical Disabilities in the Borough, strategies founded on mutual trust 
and co-operation. 


You will also have responsibility for key operational services and will 
assume managerial responsibility across a wide range of spheres including 
leading rehabilitation, community social work and sensory impairment 
teams and overseeing the operations of a Day Centre. 


To meet this varied and challenging role, you must be a qualified Social 
Worker or Occupational Therapist, probably functioning now at Principal 
Officer or Team Leader level and with extensive managerial experience. 
Formal management training would be an advantage. Detail conscious yet 
imaginative, you should be able to concentrate on everyday issues as well 
as the bigger picture whilst demonstrating strong analytical, 
communication and report-writing skills. 


For an informal discussion about this post, please telephone Phil Cowley, 
Assistant Chief Social Services Officer (Community Care) on 0181 303 7777 
extension 6403. 


Interviews to be held on 27th July 1998. 


If you are the proactive, energetic and enthusiastic individual we’re 
looking for, please contact us for an application package (to be 
returned by 13th July 1998) by telephoning 0181 308 4888 (24 hour 
answerphone) or write to Bexley Council, Personnel Division, 
Directorate of Social Services & Housing Services, Room 
207, Hill View, Hill View Drive, Welling, Kent DAI6 3RY. 


st Mey, 
Please quote reference 604, 
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Committed to equal opportunities in employment and service delivery Si5aQx> 


DIRECTORATE OF SOCIAL SERVICES laid tian. 
AND HOUSING SERVICES BExEES 


COCANCHE 


South Gloucestershire Council 


Information and Welfare Rights Advice Service for Disabled People 


South Gloucestershire Council has agreed to set up an Information and Welfare 
Rights Advice service for Disabled People to cover the whole of South 
Gloucestershire. 


Expressions of interest are invited from organisations OF disabled people with 
experience of providing such a service to receive further information with a view to 
making an application to provide the service. 


i sour organisation is interested in receiving the tender pack, please write by 10 
uly to: 


David Webster, Planning Officer (Community Care), Social Services Department, 
Vinney Green House, Emersons Green Lane, Emersons Green, South 
Gloucestershire BS16 7AT. Tel: (01454) 865908. 


Disabilitynow July 1998 


The Kent Association for 
Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus 
(Reg. Charity No. 247962) 


are looking for two development 
workers to work 17.5 hours per week. 


These new posts will be interesting and 
challenging. 


| Please apply to Mrs Stevens on 
} | (01732) 822985 for an application pack. 


| || Closing date for return of 


) || completed applications is 
NATIONAL 


10 July. 
LOTTERY 


| This project is funded by 
the National Lottery 
| || Charities Board for a Earaeranine 
period of three years. BOARD 


DIRECTOR 


Salary circa £22,500 


performance related 


As a voluntary organisation BATH 
(Bromley Association of People with 
Disabilities), we look for exceptional 
individuals. Our current search is 
relevant to you if you are; dynamic, a 
sound strategist, adaptable and have 
good inter-personal skills. You should 
| Jalso want to make the difference. 


If you possess: 


e Proven fund-raising ability 

¢ Relevant management experience 
gained in the voluntary sector 

e An understanding of disability issues 


Call us on 0181-663 3345 for an 
information pack. 


Closing date: 15 July 
Interviews: 31 July 


BATH operates an equal 
opportunities policy. 
We welcome applications from pwds. 


Registered Charity No. 801485 
Registered Company No. 3532309 


Grange Court Holiday Village, 
Goodrington Sands, Devon 
(Lottery Funded). 


Millendreath Holiday Village, 
Nr Looe, Cornwall. 
| All fully equipped and fully wheelchair 
|| accessible accommodation. 
| Vacancies: Millendreath July 
Grange Court July and August. 
| For full details and further information: 
| Mr P Cash, (01425) 672055. 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association: 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“Skylarks” — Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre recently 
reopened in August after £1.6m 
refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. 
Bar. Help buttons. Free trips/excursions. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Prices from 
£245 pw — including food/care. For brochure, 
please tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


es WYE Specialising in Holidays 
Se Bor? VALLEY es Da ohied People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acres gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 


COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Activitites, entertainments. Rates from £235/week. 


@ (01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, 
GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS: SELF-CATERING, 
COTTAGES, GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales 
Tourist Board 3 Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, 
JACUZZI, THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, 
POTTERY & MUSIC ROOMS, OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 
For info & Holiday Pack, Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES: 


Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
5 dragon WTB rating. 
Grade 1 access rating 


Built specifically for people with 
disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
including two in wheelchairs. Great 
views; good touring centre; easy 
parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


Recruitment (continued on pages 42 & 43) 


DIAL UK 


DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 


Salary: NJC Scale SO2 (£19,761 - £20,922) 


DIAL UK is the national organisation for a network of advice centres run by 
and for disabled people. We are seeking a Manager to recruit and lead a 
Team which will develop and implement quality standards and provide 
management development support to the Network. This is a three year project 
funded by the Department of Health and the National Lottery Charities Board. 


Applications are invited from candidates with strong voluntary and/or advice 
sector experience. Candidates with disabilities are particularly encouraged to 
apply and we guarantee to interview any disabled person who demonstrates 
that they meet the essential criteria for the job. 


For an application pack please contact the Chief Executive, DIAL UK, 
Park Lodge, St Catherines Hospital, Tickhill Road, Doncaster DN4 8QN. 
Tel: (01302) 310123 (voice & text), Fax: (01302) 310404. 


Closing date: 27 July Interviews: 5 August 


J 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


———— a 


DISABLED PEOPLE’S FORUM 


Two Advocacy Development Workers 
£20,000 per annum — 35 hour week 


This project led by disabled people now wishes to recruit, in 
response to a need identified by users, 2 full-time advocacy 
development workers for a 2 year fixed term contract. You will work 
across the UK mapping independent advocacy provision and 
publicising it to users. One post carries responsibility for meeting the 
needs of people with learning difficulties within a wider remit of 
olpabied people generally. Development work will grow from this 
research. 


You will have an awareness of the complexity of advocacy issues 
and experience of development work. Priority will be given to 
disabled applicants. Part-time applications considered. 


For application pack please contact: 
Administrator, Leonard Cheshire Disabled People’s Forum, Wyndhams, 
St. Joseph’s Place, Devizes, Wilts SN10 1DD. 
Tel: (01380) 729954, Fax: (01380) 721062, 
E-mail: uep@lcf.org.uk 

NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


Closing date: 15 July 1998 
Interview date: 24 July 1998 

CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Registered Charity No. 218186 


RAIL USERS’ 
CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEES 


Classified 41 


Two Part-Time Young 


Disabled People’s 
Linkworkers 


BRENT ASSOCIATION 
y OF 
Vf DISABLED PEOPLE 


21 hours per week both posts. 
Salary: £10,593 (inc London Weighting) per annum each post. 


Brent Association of Disabled People wishes to recruit two disabled people 
as Linkworkers. These two posts are funded on fixed-term contracts for three 
years by Brent Joint Finance and SCOPE. For too long, young disabled 
people have been excluded from many aspects of day to day life. This 
project aims to ensure that young disabled people in Brent, from all sections 
of the community, have increased access and information to services, 
support at assessments and reviews, and the chance to make a more 
informed choice about their lives. 


Linkworker 1 (outreach) 


The successful candidate should have experience of consulting disabled 
people in the 16-30 age group, facilitating groups and working on a one-to- 
one basis. Knowledge of the Social Model of Disability is desirable, together 
with an understanding of how local authorities and health authorities work. 
The postholder will be familiar with producing information on disability issues 
(housing, education, leisure, employment etc) and developing systems to 
ensure they are easily accessible and user friendly. 


Linkworker 2 (support) 


The postholder will concentrate on providing intensive support for young 
people with learning disabilities to assist them in making the move from 
childhood to adulthood, particularly at assessments and reviews. Again, a 
knowledge of the Social Model of Disability is desirable together with 
experience of liaising with local authorities and health authorities. This post 
will also involve providing information and advice as well as developing new 
ideas and approaches so that young people with educational statements feel 
more empowered as they move into adulthood. 


Whilst we are inviting applications for these two separate posts, there will be 
some overlap. If you feel you’ have the skills for both posts, please make two 
separate applications. 


For job descriptions and application forms, apply to Brent Association of 
Disabled People, 154 Harlesden Road, London NW10 3RX. Tel/Minicom: 
0181-451 3822, Fax: 0181-451 7803. Information is available on tape. BADP 
is an equal opportunities employer and is based in a fully accessible building. 
A no-smoking policy is in operation. 


Closing date for returned application forms is: Thursday 16th July 1998 
Interviews will be held on: Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th July 1998 


Grant aided by LB Brent Registered Charity No. 297388 
Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2082200 (incorporated in Great Britain) 


Do you use the Rail Network regularly? 
Do you have about 1.5 days a month to contribute your views on rail services? 


Do you feel able to represent the interests of rail passengers generally? 


If the answer to these questions is “yes”, and you would like to be considered 


THE STATUTORY 
WATCHDOG 
PROTECTING AND 
PROMOTING THE 
INTERESTS OF RAIL 
PASSENGERS 


hearing from you. 


OFFICE of the appointments. 


RAIL REGULATOR 


THE YORKSHIRE FREEDOM COACH 


49-seater, fully belted coach with 

hydraulic side lift, for private hire. 

Excursions — Holidays — Trips etc. 
Keen prices, helpful driver. 
FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE 


HOLIDAY FLAT IN ITALY 


Groundfloor flat adapted for wheelchair 
between Milan and Lake Como. 
Minibus transport if wanted. 

B/B - £15/18 per night each. 
Phone 003939 9902966. 


PHONE DERICK ON 
A HOLIDAY IN CAMBRIDGE 
Bridget’s hostel provides holidays for eorle (07970) 368537 


with a physical disability. Bridget's is five 
minutes from the town centre and from other 
major attractions in Cambridge. We have seven 
fully adapted single rooms, a large communal 
kitchen and living room, three specialised 


bathrooms/shower room and the possibility of 
part-time care. 

For this year it is expected that guests will bring 
their own carers. 

For more information and price guide, call 
Jenny Sandland on 01223 354312. 


Country House Holidays — SURREY ; 
Crabhill House. Fully accessible country house — with purpose-built extension. 
26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. 
Lovely gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer support.. Day 
trips to Brighton, London, Theatreland etc. From £235 pw — food/care included. 
For information/booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


for appointment as a member of the RUCCs, then we would be interested in 


The Rail Regulator wishes to ensure that appointments are made to the Rail 
Users’ Consultative Committees from all sections of the travelling public 
regardless of the age, sex or ethnic origin of the applicant. The Regulator 
would particularly welcome applications from persons with special travel 
needs arising from a disability. 


The Office of the Rail Regulator sponsors the 9 Rail Users’ Consultative 
Committees (RUCCs) across Great Britain. We are seeking to extend the list of 
candidates from which the Regulator appoints members to the Committees. 


Please note that these are unpaid appointments, but reasonable expenses are met. 


For an information pack and application form, please contact the Consultative 
Committee Sponsorship Unit, Office of the Rail Regulator, 1 Waterhouse 
Square, 138-142 Holborn, London EC1N 2ST or telephone 0171 282 2079 or 
fax 0171 282 2044. While we are pleased to accept applications at all times, we 
would welcome applications by 31 July for an imminent series of 


Please advise us if you want an oral copy of the form on cassette. 


Purpose-built Centre 
NETLEY VILLAGE — Hampshire 
Overlooking Southampton Water, Netley 
Waterside House has a holiday at: here. 16 
single and 5 twin rooms. Hoists. Call buttons. 
Parker bath. Variable height beds. CTV. Lounge. 
Bar. Trips and food included. Registered wit 
Hants SS. Nurses and volunteers carers. From 
£235 pw. Tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Set in peaceful countryside, 1 mile from 
seaside town of New Quay. Fully accessible, 
self-catering stone built farmhouse in 9 acre 

holding. Sleeps 11, including ground floor 
bedroom, en-suite bathroom with electric hoist 
and Closomat. 

Full details from Thea on (01545) 561184. 


Continued on page 42 
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42 Classified 


Recruitment (continued on page 43) 


London Borough of Camden 
Domiciliary Support Services 


At the heart of equalaty issues 


Disapitity EQUALITY MANAGER 


PERSONNEL AND ORGANISATION DEPARTMENT 


Up to £39,759 + Relocation Package 
up to £6,000 (4 year fixed term) 


Birmingham City Council is continuing to re-shape its approach to equality issues and its 
commitment to disability issues in particular. You will work as part of a senior management 
team within the Equalities Division working across the whole organisation to develop 
corporate and departmental initiatives to address social exclusion. 

Managing the Disability Equality Team you will be responsible for developing key strategies 


around disability equality issues. You will have responsibility for managing project teams to 
ensure that work meets deadlines in the service plan, involving both corporate and 


process in Birmingham. 


You will have extensive experience of disability equality issues both in respect of service 
delivery and employment and experience of working at a senior level with elected members, 
officers and external organisations. 


For an informal discussion about this post please contact Jon Prashar, Disability Equality 
Manager, telephone number 0121 303 4451 or Minicom number 0121 303 2419. 


Quote Ref No: DIS/900. 


For application form and job information pack please telephone 0121 303 2072 
(24 hour answering service) or write to Personnel and Training, Finance 
Department, Room 229, Council House, Birmingham, West Midlands BI 1BB, 
quoting reference. For Minicom users please contact the above number via type 
talk or telephone on 0121 303 3827. 


in large print, computer disk (ASCII file) or Braille, please request this when 
applying for further information. 
Closing date: 24 July 1998. 


pies OgMpBirmingham City Council 
eS ” a 


ZF We welcome gies from all sections of the community irrespective of race, colour, gender, sexuality or disablity: CAG 
Job sharers welcome. no partner necessary. 


gh of the 
eo. 


DIRECTOR 


Salary £40,000 - £45,000 pa inc ILW 
WE WILL POSITIVELY WELCOME APPLICATIONS FOUNDATION 
FROM DISABLED PEOPLE FOR THIS POST Registered Charity No. 290069 


The Disabled Living Foundation is a national charity committed to making everyday life 
easier for people with disabilities, older people and carers by giving impartial advice 
about equipment for overcoming problems in daily living. 


The Trustees wish to appoint a Director to manage, develop and promote the 
Foundation to meet the objectives set by the Board. Applicants should have a proven 
track record in a senior management position preferably within the voluntary sector. 
They should have the experience and knowledge to provide advice on strategic 
direction whilst maintaining a firm grasp of operational issues and be able to 
communicate the charity’s work and vision in order to provide leadership to managers 
and staff and promote DLF’s reputation and influence. 


For an information pack and application form please contact: Gloria Hill, Disabled Living 
Foundation, 380-384 Harrow Road, London W9 2HU. 
Tel: 0171-289 6111, Fax: 0171-266 2922, E-mail: gloriah@dlf.org.uk 


Closing date: 14 July 1998 
Working towards equality of opportunities 


OLS ABLEOD 
o.,f 


OPERATIONAL MANAGER ee 

£16,030 for a 28-hour week £ SDHS. ‘ 
Sheffield Disability Housing Service is a AS poun Housing NY 
registered charity. We aim to provide a 


comprehensive housing advice service to 
people with disabilities in Sheffield. 


The ideal applicant will have at least two years management experience, 
with a wide range of skills and experience, including: 


® experience in managing and motivating staff 

e excellent communication skills 

e ability to develop and market the service 

® experience in setting and managing budgets 

® experience in working with people with disabilities in relation to their 
housing need. 

e good presentation skills 

e knowledge of relevant legislation with regard to disability and housing 
issues 

e knowledge of fund-raising issues. 


For further information and application form, please contact the current 
post holder, Heather Rees, at Sheffield Disability Housing Service, 241 
Andover Street, Sheffield $3 9EP, tel: 0114-272 2583, fax: 0114-272 2601. 


Closing date 10 July 1998. 


SDHS is committed to equal opportunities and welcomes applications 
from all sections of the community. Registered Charity No. 27435R 


departmental work especially around developing the strategic equality action planning 


Please note application form and job information packs are also available on tape, — 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides ee access, specialist equipment in some 
rooms. All in a comfortable, Gsiedaiy country house 
hotel set in several acres of natural grounds, nine 
miles from the ancient city of Norwich, offering 


and coastline of East Anglia. 
Autumn bargains. 
Ring 01508 489324 


Sand and Sea - SOUTHPORT 


Suffolk: St Peters view was designed s : 
Sandpipers” overlooks Southport's Marine 


for wheelchair users. Ideally situated 
for coast, country and market towns. 
3 keys highly commended. 
Accessibility 2. 
Brochure Fax/Phone (01728) 685358. 


rooms. 12 twin rooms. Help buttons. Indoor 
swimming pool. CTV. Bar. From £250 pw —food, 
full care/volunteer help included. Registered with 
Social Services. Most physical disabilities catered 
for. Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


excellent opportunities for exploring the countryside 


lake/beaches. Trips to the Lake District, Blackpool, 
Alton Towers. Accessible holiday centre. 12 single 


By the year 2000 our In-House Community Care Services are planning to establish an integrated 
model of provision which will see Day Support, Care in the Home, Residential Services and 
Meals in the Home offered as a single set of co-ordinated services. To begin the integration 


process we are setting up a Domiciliary Support Business Unit. 


We are seeking 3 dynamic individuals, with a strong commitment to public service to join us as 
we respond to the challenges of recent changes in legislation and Government policy and the 
challenge of Camden being a pilot Authority for Best Value. 


Business Manager 


£32,814 to £34,773 pa inc 
Reference number: 10/557/W2 


You will be responsible for taking forward the business strategy of the Domiciliary Support 
Services, ensuring that they are of high quality, cost-effective and entirely customer-focused. 


With a proven track record as an innovator with sound business and financial skills you must 
have the ability to set standards, work to tight deadlines and implement new systems and 
procedures, which demonstrate Best Value. An appreciation of the importance of Quality 


Assurance is essential, as is a management qualification. 


Interview dates: 30th & 31st July 1998 


Service Support Manager 


£27,654 to £29,592 pa inc 
Reference number 10/559/W2 


With a ;ead in the team for administration and finance, you will participate in the development 
of quality standards and oversee the audit of Quality Assurance systems and procedures 


according to the principles of Best Value. 


In addition you will provide leadership to the administrative staff so that clear objectives are set 
and progress is monitored. 


Interview date: 29th July 1998 


Policy Development Manager 


£25,608 to 27,654 pa inc 
Reference number: 10/558/W2 


Your sound knowledge of national developments in the field of social care will assist you in the 
development, design, co-ordination and production of policy, procedures and information to assist 


the Domiciliary Support Services. 


You will have a full range of project management skills and be able to communicate to a wide range 


of different audiences and carry out research independently. 
Interview date: 28th July 1998. 


The division is committed to making sure that staff are appropriately skilled for the challenges 
ahead. Relevant training and the professional development of each of these staff members will 


be seen as a priority. 


All applicants must be able to demonstrate the ability to work independently. Your strong 


leadership skills will ensure that new developments are accepted and understood throughout 
the administrative structure of the division. 


We place considerable emphasis on the importance of valuing the rich diversity among the 
residents and workforce of Camden and successful applicants for all three positions will provide 
evidence of their commitment to working within an anti - discriminatory and equitable environment. 


Camden values the diversity of its community and aims to have a workforce which reflects this. 
We therefore encourage applications from all sections of the community. 


To receive further information and an application form please telephone the Social Services 
recruitment line (24 hours) on 0171 860 5892, Minicom 0171 860 5859, or write to Camden 
Advertising, Room 314, Town Hall, Judd Street, London WC1H 9JE. 


Please quote the appropriate reference number. 
Closing date for all vacancies: Friday, 17th July 1998. 


JUBILEE LODGE - Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 


Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer eo Social Services 
registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1998. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


WHEELING AROUND 
THE ALGARVE 


RONDANDO PELO 
ALGARVE 


Self Catering villas and cottages, hotels, B&B, car hire with 
hand controls, adapted vans, etc. Scuba Diving courses 
and other sporting and leisure facilities. 


David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve, 
Apartado 3421, 8136 Almancil, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 
E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http:/www.player.pt 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 


Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 


and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 
Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 
St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 454300. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. 
Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire * Manual & 
Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters * Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Airport Service & Island Tours 


Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Av. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 

Arona, Tenerife 

TEL/FAX: (00 34 922) 79 73 55 

E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


MAR Y SOL — TENERIFE 


Enjoy year round sunshine at the Mar y Sol 
complex. Wheelchair accessible apartments, 
heated pool with hoist, restaurant, poolside 
bar, equipment hire, care agency. Ring 

Here or cheapest winter prices. Contracted 
to ATOL agents. 

Susan Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, 
ray, Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. 

Tel: (01753) 685718. 


DisabilityNnow July 1998 


Care & Repair (West Leicestershire) Ltd 
Disabled Persons’ Housing Service 
Housing Adviser/Occupational Therapist 


Salary up to £20,922 (NJC point 34) 
Part-time (28 hours) pro rata £16,738 
(negotiable, dependent on relevant experience) 


Care and Repair is a successful, independent Home Improvement 
Agency. A grant from the National Lottery Charities Board brings the 
exciting opportunity to develop a DPHS — a one-stop housing advice 
| shop which will enable disabled people to overcome their housing 
| related problems. We are seeking a qualified OT with relevant 
experience, preferably in housing/social services to develop, 


promote and deliver the service. 


| | Funding initially for up to three years. 
Closing date: Thursday 16th July ’98. 


For further written information and an application form 
contact Care and Repair, 2 Mantle Lane, Coalville, 
| Leicestershire LE67 3DW or tel: 01530 510031 (24 
hours), fax: 01530 833031. If you would like to discuss 


| the post please telephone and ask for Mo Murray. NATIONAL 
| LOTTERY 
Care and Repair (West Leics) Ltd is committed to Lowe 


| | being an Equal Opportunities Employer 


National Clothing Services Development Officer 
£17,500 two-year fixed term contract 


| Are you a dynamic, confident, self-motivated person with a successful 
_ || track record in project development and the training of trainers? 


awear, a national organisation of disabled people and fashion industry 
professionals seeking to ensure disabled people get full and direct 

| access to fashionable clothes of their choice, is seeking to appoint a 

| Development Officer to support and develop a national network of 
specialist Clothing Services addressing the particular requirements of 
disabled people. To encourage their parucnaien ina 1 ie funded by 
the National Lottery Charities Board exploring CAD/CAM solutions to 
a range of clothing issues. You will: 


° recruit and support disabled volunteers participating in the CAD/CAM 
technology project 

¢ encourage collaboration between Clothing Services, retailers and 
manufacturers 

¢ prepare the Services to offer training of Clothing Advisers 

e establish four new Services to include Scotland, Ireland and Wales 

¢ establish standards in quality and service for the Clothing Services 


Ideally educated to degree level with an understanding of the fashion 
industry and its impact on disabled people. 


Knowledge of disability equality issues is essential as you will be 
engaging with and encouraging the involvement of organisations of and 
for disabled people. 


Must be able to travel and spend time away from home, as a significant 
amount can be expected. This can be a home based job with regular 
office contact. 


awear particularly welcomes applications from disabled people. 


Phone Mrs Jean Dorrington on (01274) 420493 for an application pack, 
or for an informal discussion about the post contact the Director, Mr Sid 


Jurka, directly on 0115-953 0439. 
NATIONAL 


Nottinghamshire International Clothing Centre ere 
of eal ie Way, Annesley Road, Hucknall CHARiTinS 
Nottinghamshire NG15 8AY BOARD 


Ensuring disabled people have full and direct access to fashionable 
clothes of their choice 


A 


The aim of the organisation is to empower individuals to take control 
over their lives and play a full and active part in the community. 


INDEPENDENT ACTIVITIES PROJECT 
Registered Charity No. 1062178 


PART-TIME PROJECT WORKER 
(17.5 hrs per week) 


To work with adults, living in the London Borough of Hounslow, who 
have physical and/or sensory disabilities, by giving practical support 
in the areas which they have identified, including social activities. The 
work will be on one-to-one basis with an opportunity for group work. 


Salary SO1 — £18,726 (pro rata inc. OLW) 
Closing date — 12 noon on the 17th July 1998 
Interview date — 29th July 1998 


Further details and application form from: 


Please fax 0181-570 5802 or write to Project Co-ordinator, 
Independent Activities Project, Voluntary Action Centre, 12 School 
Road, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1QZ. 


Independent Activities Project is working towards 
becoming an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


CHARITIES 
BOARD 


We positively encourage applications from disabled 
people. 


The organisation is funded by the National Lottery 
Charities Board. 


Classified 43 


Recruitment 


Disability in Camden 


DISC is an organisation controlled by, and accountable to, disabled 
people in Camden. We are committed to the establishment of a 
society where there are equal opportunities for all disabled people. 
By being a focal point and bringing together the strengths, 
experiences and knowledge of disabled people we can ensure our 
> \e® interests are represented effectively. We do this by carrying out 
G44, gers policy, project and consultation work and providing comprehensive 
fo r D isa bl ed F . : 

information and advice services. 


DISC is developing a Centre for Independent Living and is looking for the following 
staff to join our rapidly expanding organisation. We are looking for enthusiastic 
team members with a commitment to the rights of disabled people, good 
communication skills and the ability to work under pressure. . 


Project Worker — £18,643 pa* 

You have an understanding of disability issues and a working knowledge of 
legislation relating to disabled people. you are experienced in campaigning, 
committee and group work, and have proven report writing skills plus a general 
knowledge of research techniques. 


Information Worker — £18,643 pa* 

You have 2 years experience of information work including organising and 
developing information systems and have an understanding and knowledge of 
disability issues. You are computer literate and have proven writing and editing skills. 


Admin & Finance Support Worker — £14,947 pa* 

You have at least 2 years experience in administration and clerical work and are 
computer literate. You will not necessarily have book-keeping skills but you will be 
numerate and willing to develop your skills in this area. 


Advice Worker (Welfare Rights) — £20,416 pa* 

(Funded by the Legal Aid Board initially for one year.) 

You are an experienced advice worker able to provide a welfare benefits casework 
service up to tribunal level for disabled people in Camden and will be joining an 
established Advice Service Team. 


*A pension scheme is currently being investigated for the above posts. 
For job application and information pack write to Disability in Camden (DISC), 
58 Phoenix Road, London NW1 1EU or Fax: 0171-383 4775. 


Closing date: 5pm 20th July 1998. 


DISC positively welcomes applications from all, irrespective of disability, gender, 
marital status, race, age or sexuality. 


Funded by Camden Council and Social Services. 


Disability Now is not responsible for claims 


Deadlines for the August issue of Disability Now: 
Booking deadline is 10 July 
Copy deadline is 14 July 


made in the advertisements it prints and all 
readers are advised to check claims with 
the advertisers before relying on them. 


DisabilityNOW 


Subscription form 


To subscribe, fill in this form and return it with a 
cheque (payable to Disability Now) to: DN, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, or | 
tel: 0171-619 7317. 


i Individual at home address _-£16 (12 issues) 
£31 (24 issues) 


Professional/organisation -£25 (12 issues) 


Subscribe to DN today and you could be 
sailing around Surrey Docks, (see feature |j 
on page 15). 


£49 (24 issues) 


| Overseas (airmail) -£30 (12 issues) 


I would like to subscribe and to enter 
the draw. 


I would like to subscribe but do not ‘es 


want to enter the draw. 


FREE 


espe eters} ie] 


| Those on means-tested 
benefits, e.g. Income Support 


lease include proof of entitlement 
I would like to give a gift subscription (P E ) 
Be ie ears enter your details opposite i 
an 


their details below). | would like to make a donation of: 


E Where did you read this copy of DN? 


q 
Tel: 
Name 


| Address 


Multiple copy rates are as follows: 
2 copies £44, 3 copies £66, 4 copies £80, 

5 copies £100, 6 copies £120, 7 copies £140, 

8 copies £160, 9 copies £180, 10-50 copies £200, | 
51-100 copies £225, 101-150 copies £250. 

One year (12 issues) only 


Postcode 


Telephone number 


eA Ge EE a eee 


Disabilitywow July 1998 
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